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1 PROCEEDTINGS

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We're back in session this morning,
Good morning. I guess we don't have any announcements to make

br anything so we'll continue on with #23. And panel members,
bave is still with us, Fish & Wildlife, anymore questions of
Rim? If not, we were given somewhat of a document last night
By Dick Sellers and some of us wanted to look it over before
going on this morning. And did you want to have Sellers come
p and talk to us this morning or what's the next step here?
11

12 MS. EAKON: Are there extra copies, I have never seen
18 and we should have one for the record, too.

14

15 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Okay. For the purposes of the

técord, we have Dick Sellers with Alaska Department of Fish &
Gdme this morning. And, Dick, you gave this document out to
tBe Naknek/Kvichak Advisory Committee awhile back?

19

20 MR. SELLERS: Right. At that their last meeting and
dlso the Lower Bristol Bay Advisory Committee on about the 3rd
% February I think that meeting was.

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And would the committee members like
Phck to go through this with us and highlight some things;
@w6éuld that be okay?

27

28 MR. FISHER: I think it would be -- can I just .....
29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Go ahead, Dave.

31

32 MR. FISHER: I think it would be worthwhile. 1It's a

G8od document and gives us a good basis of understanding of
®hat's going on. Dick puts quite a bit of thought into this, I
Bhink it would be worthwhile.

36

37 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Okay, Dick, please.

38

39 MR. SELLERS: Well, unfortunately it is pretty lengthy
49d I guess that's the peril you risk when we actually do have
gbme data to talk about. It's easier sometimes to talk about

p2pulation where we don't have any numbers at all. But, of
é8urse, I think the management dilemma we faced the last few
gdars 1s kind of a mixed stock management here within 9 (C)
where we have both, Mulchatna and Peninsula animals mixed
#6gether during the winter. And I guess the other problem we
£3dce is that it would be like to trying to manage a mixed stock
#8shery where only half the boats report what they're catching.
40ur harvest data is not real accurate. We've tried to
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talibrate it based on what we have from village surveys that
£he Subsistence Division has done in the past and then some
guestionnaires I did of hunters that were passing through King
8almon, I just discretely talked to them and in the process
&sked them if I could see their license and then recorded their
bharvest -- their caribou harvest ticket number and then without
Making a big deal of it so that they wouldn't be influenced to
8ither return their tickets because they knew I checked them or
8ssumed that since I checked them they didn't have to, I tried
t0 keep it real subtle. And then when we got all our harvest
tickets back, I went back to see how many of the people that I
had talked to actually bothered to send in their harvest
t3ckets. We did a real similar project up in Fairbanks and
béth of them came out that "sport hunters," basically non-local
p&ople reported about 60 percent of what they actually took
tébmpared to what we had validated from their interview there.
$3@ the bottom line is that probably last winter, the total
h8rvest was probably somewhere around 2,600 caribou, about half
% what -- actually over half of it too place during the winter
£2lme during the Naknek drainage. For those folks that don't
2ive around here, it was pretty hectic to be on the trails and
?2ads around here last winter, there were lots of hunters out,
B38inly from the urban areas.

24

25 That may have had some impact on the caribou herd, but
36 course, the key factor is we don't know what percentage of
PHose animals were Mulchatna and what percentage was Peninsula
dfiimals. We don't have any way to sample carcasses like you
B%ght with fish to separate out which herd they belong to. But
pPliobably a pretty substantial number of the ones that were
Billed right here in the Naknek drainage were Mulchatna
dAimals, there were so many around for almost all winter. I
Gless the other key point that we need to consider is that when
$4u're managing caribou there are really only two factors that
dbe going to determine whether that population is increasing or
36's decreasing and that's basically what the adult female
8irvival rate is and secondarily what the production is. How
B&ny calves are born and how many calves survive to
B8productive age. And as we discussed with bears, the bull cow
#8tio really isn't very critical in terms of whether a
pobpulation is going to increase or decrease. As long as you
B3ave sufficient bulls out there to do the breeding, bull cow
#3tio i1is not a key factor in whether or not a population is
4é6ing to go up or down. The bull cow ratio has been in the
46's and that was our management objective. I think last year,
Bécause of all the winter harvest, and again, even the winter
Adrvest i1s weighted towards bulls, although not nearly as
H8avily as the fall harvest, the bull cow ratio dropped from 44
48wn to 34 bulls per 100 cow, and that's still more than
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ddequate. I think as long as we're above 20 bulls per 100
2ows, we'll have a sufficient supply of bulls for breeding

Purposes.

4

5 I'm not sure how much more of this document we need to
6over right now. It might be more productive to see if there
dre questions. I do go through the regulatory evolution last
8all and I think a lot of you are aware that the first we knew
8f the decline -- or the first we could document it was when we
tbunted the photos from the late June census. So by sometime

ih mid- to late July we had realized that the population had
d2clined by 20 to 25 percent. And at that time we were faced
¥3th needing to make some management decisions on an emergency
bdsis. And obviously our first concern was to try to afford
h&ximum prod- -- or protection to the cow segment and also to
&ét the word out to hunters that we were in a serious, although
hdt a panic situation and that we were going to be taking steps
t8 reduce the harvest on this herd. The first thing we did was
18sue some news releases and got pretty good coverage in the
Bfichorage paper that the herd was down and that we were
g8lilggesting to hunters that they try to focus on Mulchatna herd.
2Bnd that worked really well in August when the herd was
d3cessible. But by September, though, the herd had gone way to
Phe northwest of their normal range and it was pretty hard for
Rbnters to get to them. During August we were considering
ptions and early September, options for regulatory steps. And
23 I explained in this paper, we didn't have a lot of options.
28he State only has two types of seasons, they have a non-
28sident season and a resident season. And an emergency order
8fltuation we can't make allocated decisions and close only a
Adén-resident season or even, you know, try to reduce non-local
B@sident harvest. So we thought the most efficient way that we
d8uld handle the situation with an emergency order was to close
d4portion of the Naknek drainage starting October 1st. And we
dbosed the -- just the southern southeastern part of the
dfainage, basically from Smelt Creek on up to the Katmai Park
B@drder. Again, starting October 1lst, and we are -- our
BBinking was that in past years we've had quite a bit of
Bnting pressure in October with jet boats, in particular,
§6ing up Big Creek and Smelt Creek, both. And also later after
fteeze-up that there would be a lot of access to that area.

AAd we told people that if that wasn't sufficient that there
hight be subsequent emergency closures on the north side of the
#4ver. And that action was, I guess, was received, I guess --
4h the best terms, it was a mixed reaction on that. The local
ddvisory committee met in October and we had a really
pr¥oductive discussion about it and came up with the concept
#Bat if we reduced the winter bag limit that that would really
d9scourage people coming out here on a winter hunt because

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



64

they're primarily coming for meat, most of the antlers are gone
By November, so they're coming out from Anchorage or Soldotna
8r wherever for a meat hunt. But we thought that if we had a
éne caribou per month bag limit that would discourage the
amount of effort non-locals would put in, but it would allow
focals to accumulate up to four caribou throughout the winter
dt a rate of one per month. So the local advisory committee
Buggested that in a petition to the Board of Game and they
8mended their agenda for November and accepted that change in
b8g limit in exchange for reopening the area that we had closed
by emergency order.

12

13 So we're almost through the winter season, we got a
hénth and a half to go and so far it looks like it's been very
éffective in reducing the harvest. Last year, there were
téported 900 and some caribou killed in the Naknek drainage.
THe actual harvest was probably well over 1,000. And the total
h8rvest -- reported harvest was 1,345. So far this year we've
48t a total reported harvest of 370. So you can see we went
fom 1,345 down to 370. Now we'll get some more harvest and
@w&'ll get some more reporting, but we're probably going to have
a2 harvest of 500 to 600 it looks like. So we've more than --
28t the harvest by more than half from last year. And we're
P#oposing basically the same system to the board for their
8pring meetings with a couple more minor changes. We're
86ggesting that the non-resident bag limit go to one bull,
2iistead of one caribou, and also that the non-resident season
28d the end of October rather than extending all the way
2Brough March.

30

31 I guess we're —-- you know, we're of the opinion that
BBe harvest level, again, it's going to be probably 85 percent
B8lls. So far we've only had 36 cows reported -- killed. But

F4think those measures are going to be pretty effective. And,
3% course, the bottom line is going to hinge on what kind of
8pring survival we have of the cows and what kind of a calf
3¥op we get this year. But we're not viewing this as a panic
8fergency, you know, a crises situation, it's serious and we're
d8aling with it. But we don't view it as something that we
A8ed to overreact to at this point.

41

42 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Is that it, Dick?

43

44 MR. SELLERS: Yeah.

45

46 MR. SAMUELSEN: I have a question for Dick.

47

48 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Go ahead.

49
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1 MR. SAMUELSEN: Dick, did the emergency regulation, how
2ong is that emergency regulation good for?

3

4 MR. SELLERS: It will expire at the end of March.

5

6 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. And indication that the advisory

¢ommittee has from the Game Board that they're willing to take
8he issue up in March and pass the amendment on one bull?

9

10 MR. SELLERS: Yeah. That's the department's staff --
&t the staff proposal. And that's been, as I understand,
éAdorsed by the Naknek/Kvichak Committee. They have their own
pBoposal which is almost identical and also Lower Bristol Bay
Advisory Committee endorsed that proposal. If you turn back to
the first graph there, I might make one other point.

16

17 This graph here that shows the reported harvest for the
P8ninsula, the bottom dark shaded area is what's been reported
dAly from 9(E). And there's a number of years where 8 is
fflssing. We didn't get it punched because we didn't have
ghough budget for a keypuncher. But the general trend in 9 (E)
28 a very slight decline over the years and the big change is
83nce 1986 when we have caribou crossing the river for the
P4drst time in big numbers and beyond the road system. The area
adbove the dark line is what's harvested only in the Naknek
dbainage. And ask you can see that's increased and really took
d7spike last winter. So that's a change in the harvest pattern
28 that the hunting in 9(E) has basically declined at a very
gPadual rate while the harvest in the Naknek drainage has
S8Ryrocketed in just the last couple of years.

31

32 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions for Sellers?
¥8ah, Bob.

34

35 MR. HEYANO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I noticed in the

36ate game proposals that there's one from Naknek/Kvichak and
BHen one from the department. And other than the non-residents
88 one bull, I -- it -- doesn't the Naknek/Kvichak or allow for
BBe taking of a caribou for each month, August, September,
@8tober and November where the department says you can take one
éadribou during that period of time?

42
43 MR. SELLERS: You know, I think it's worded that way,
B4t the intention has been -- at least, as I understood it from

#he October meeting that they wanted to keep the bag limit at
ébe through November and then start the increment, you know,
4Hat you could take one up to December 1lst, you could take
dfiother one in December, you could take another one in January.
4Bnd maybe, Joe -- is Joe Klutsch here?
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MR. KLUTSCH: Yeah.

SN

MR. SELLERS: He was at the most recent meeting. T
Gouldn't attend that and I don't know i1f there was a discussion
6f that or not.

7

8 MR. KLUTSCH: One per month?

9

10 MR. SELLERS: Yeah. Was that effective throughout the
fall or just started to increase in December?

12

13 MR. KLUTSCH: It was effective throughout the fall as I
hAderstood it.

15

16 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Robert, anymore? Any
filestions from the committee? Dick, you said in your report
tBat -- on Page la that the winter range is less -- are less

pPesent than on north of the Naknek River, there's less range
d0ailable north of the Naknek River; is that what you're saying
Phere in A; Page 17

22

23 MR. SELLERS: The traditional winter range is from the
Rdshagak River up to the Naknek River. And if you go out
Phere, even flying around in the late winter or early spring

6u can see that there isn't that yellowish -- pale yellow
£inge to the tundra like you can see up north.

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The Naknek has a better range?
30

31 MR. SELLERS: Right.

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And that's why maybe your animals are
Géing up there then?

35

36 MR. SELLERS: Yeah.

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.l And then it's kind of

F}Ateresting to see that the pattern is not due to human
dfisturbance which is kind of unusual. King Salmon Air Force
Base has been closed, that helps reduction on the animals and
4Ben the Mulchatna herd has increased. And then the Naknek --
g3uth Naknek hunting pressure, you said that there was a
Barvest of 2,500 animals last year?

45

46 MR. SELLERS: That's our total prediction. If we take
#Hle reported harvest and then we factor in that probably 40
p8rcent of the hunters that didn't report, we expand the
#8ported harvest and then we add in what we estimate came from
50
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¥illages based on previous village household surveys that the
3ubsistence Division did.

3

4 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative) So you figure
there was maybe 1,000 to 1,500 just taken in the Naknek, South
FNaknek area last year when you had both herds down here in
Pretty good numbers?

g MR. SELLERS: Right.

%2 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So maybe you had out of the 2,500,
12500 taken here of the 2,500 alone?

%2 MR. SELLERS: I believe so.

%Z CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah, okay. And then this year, '94,

¥3du had maybe 300 taken in the area, so if you doubled that if
tBey didn't report the kill, you got 600 taken here this year,
38 at least you're half again reduced of what -- where's the
BRérd at now, did it go back down across the river already?

21

22 MR. SELLERS: Well, the last time I flew was two weeks
423o and there were about 5,000 animals in the Upper Falls Creek
24d in the King Salmon Creek and that had a mixture of both
Pé&ninsula radios and Mulchatna radios. But I think it only had
2@%o Peninsula radios, all the rest of the Peninsula animals had
2@ be half way up Big Creek on over to the park and then on
d8wn to King Salmon River.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So the biggest majority of your
dhimals already crossed the Naknek River heading south?

32

33 MR. SELLERS: We've had -- it's hard to tell because
BhAey've been going both directions most of the winter. But the
B&jority of Peninsula animals are south of the winter now.

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So you may not have quite as much
PBessure then?

39

40 MR. SELLERS: Right.

41

42 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Last year they stayed a long time and
4Be conditions were such that you could harvest -- do a lot of

BAd4rvest there, so that's another factor. You don't think that
#bhe bull cow ratio is a problem right now then?

46
47 MR. SELLERS: No. It's not a problem biologically or
48ng —-- or you know, calves management were both to obviously

49y to provide for the subsistence needs and also to try to
50
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provide some quality sport hunting. And that was the reason we
Were striving to keep 40 bulls per 100 cows because that seems
Bo be a good level to provide a fair number of mature bulls for
gport hunters. Now if the bull cow ratio continues to decline,
that's probably not going to impact the herd's status, but it
may discourage sport hunters. And that's obvious a price we're
doing to have to be willing to pay if it comes to that.

8

9 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You said on Page 5 that the fall
hnt, that the sports hunter take mostly bulls actually and
that in -- even if the Board of Game close the non-resident

$2ason in September, the biological benefits would have been
idconsequential. According to preliminary 1994 harvests
téport, non-resident took 135 bulls which is approximately 50
pe&rcent below the normal non-resident harvest. Another
ténsideration, non-biological, of course is the 11th hour
éergency closure would have on non-residents who paid for
d8rline tickets and deposits and air-taxis and scheduled
Y¥8cations and so on. And then you said, and the service
PBoviders versus the benefits of the minor reduction in the
Rarvest of surplus bulls. The department's only emergency
dption in September was to totally close some of the areas to
231 hunters. And that would reduce the harvest especially on
24ws and that apparently must have been the South Naknek. And
Wwhen you closed the South Naknek you went from Smelt Creek
gérth?

27

28 MR. SELLERS: Smelt Creek east.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I mean, east, yeah.

31

32 MR. SELLERS: Basically the Smelt Creek and Big Creek
dBainages.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And then you had a line coming across
f6om there down just below Dimond -- that South Naknek who
8duld hunt, left that open?

38

39 MR. SELLERS: Anything that wasn't in the Smelt Creek
dffainage was open and it wasn't .....

41

42 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All the way down?

43

44 MR. SELLERS: Yeah. All the way down.

45

46 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I thought there was a line behind it.
47

48 MR. SELLERS: 1Including, you know, as far into Johnson
B9%11 or wherever south they could go.
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1

2 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative) It wasn't
Yery ideal because it hadn't frozen up as far as hunting
éondition goes?

5
6 MR. SELLERS: Right. But at the time we made the
Zlosure we weren't sure that other measures would come in. So

®e were thinking that possibly that closure would have lasted
811 winter and we assumed that sometime during the course of
the winter that South Naknek people could've gotten out and
fbdund caribou within the area that was left open.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. You left it open for South
Ndknek you said in your report. Maybe the last thing before we
&5 on with this proposal and I think that once we get this
lnformation we're not going to have to keep going over all this
iAformation from you people when we have to look at the other
p8oposals we're going to do, so we're taking some time to get
¥Ratever information we need to handle so that we can deal with
£he caribou issue on other proposals that we have before us.
Bhit probably last year wasn't there a special provision to have
P3rt Heiden open a little later to get caribou after the
28gular season?

24

25 MR. SAMUELSEN: Year before.

26

27 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Year before. 1It's a continued thing
ABw.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Oh, it is. So they have a .....

31

32 MR. CHRISTENSEN: They have a -- they seem -- went back
38to the old way of migrating to April in last year, probably
d4ain this year. But it's always open to the end of April.

35

36 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So what kind of a -- do you have any
Bind of an idea what kind of animals are taken there at Port
B&iden in April?

39

40 MR. SELLERS: Not a real good idea. Again, we don't
gét harvest tickets from the village. We do get some reporting
#72om people like Bobby and Orville Lind. Like the year before
43st, it was pretty critical. I think that was about when they
glowed up. Last year they were there a little bit earlier.

45

46 MR. CHRISTENSEN: But that's a lot of bulls.

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. ©No further questions. Thanks,
B9ck, we appreciate you .....
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1

2 MR. HEYANO: I got one more. I guess going back to the
State proposals then, Naknek/Kvichak Advisory Committee and the
department's proposal is the one caribou August, September,
October and November. I guess I just wanted to see -- get your
6omments on it, if only one of those could be a cow caribou,
How do you feel about allowing that harvest of one bull per
Bonth from August to November?

9

10 MR. SELLERS: Well, again, our concern would be under a
$tate season that any resident could do that and we'd probably
$8e some, you know, some more pressure from sport hunters, if
¥8u could call them sport hunters, from Anchorage that might
¥dnt to come out in September and take two big trophy bulls.

$5 we're in, obviously, a bit of a bind in terms of the
fexibility the State has. I guess I'd be a little concerned
dalbout whether that would be pretty attractive for somebody from
d8tside coming in the end of August and taking one August 30th
d8d taking another one sometime early September. Or the same
88enario could happen September/October.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions? Thank you, Dick,
dppreciate that. Helga, who else do we have from the various
départments that need to address this caribou issue? Ron, 1is
Phere a need to talk about caribou from the refuge side of
2hings on 9(C)?

27

28 MR. HOOD: Well, I'll take the opportunity.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Is that okay with committee
Bémbers?

32

33 MR. HOOD: Ronald Hood, Refuge manager for the Alaska
Béninsula Becharof National Wildlife Refuges in case --
8%erybody here knows who I am.

36

37 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Now we know.

38

39 MR. HOOD: 1I'd like to reinforce some of the points
#hat Dick was making and also make a couple on my own. The

#irst point is the mixed stock management issue that we have.
B3bin asked yesterday about when the Mulchatna herd appear in
#Bis area and the -- I think a flippant answer to that might be
Wwhenever they choose to appear in the area. But the -- this
¥8ar they did not appear until about -- I think it was the
f6rst part of December when Dick reported approximately 5,000
4% I'm correct -- if I'm not misquoting him, had appeared in
#Bis area. And then in January at one point, there was
#8ported 100,000 Mulchatna animals between the Branch River and
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R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



71

the Brooks Lake area and I want to emphasize the Brooks Lake
drea, that means that a rather significant number of those
dnimals had crossed the Naknek River and was now getting into
#he historic Peninsula herd wintering grounds.

Z CHAIRMAN O'HARA: How many, 1,000 animals?

g MR. HOOD: 100,000.

%O CHAIRMAN O'HARA: One hundred?

%% MR. HOOD: ©Now not 100,000 crossed the river, but there

#%38s 100,000 reported between the Branch River and the Brooks
Rdver area. Most of those were going around the west end of
N&knek Lake.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: One hundred?

18

19 MR. HOOD: 100,000 -- 100,000 animals.

20

21 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, I must have been flying in the
£3g, I sure didn't see them.

23

24 MR. HOOD; Well, they chose to rabidly move back to the
#6rth, thank goodness. But many of those animals have made

Phemselves available and anybody who has tried to hunt on the
23ad system this year has not had any problem taking their
df8imals.

29

30 The other point that I want to make is we have two
Bdjor Federal properties in Unit 9(C). One of those being the
B2g Creek drainage on Becharof Refuge.

33

34 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Middle section?

35

36 MR. HOOD: Right. And it's displayed up here on the

Bdp. And I can get up and point it out specifically if you
B8ed me to?

39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I think that would be a good idea,
BRdn, because we have this and we'd like to kind of verify that,
é2mmittee members is that okay?

43

44 MR. HOOD: Just point out that this being King Salmon
Bére, this being the Big Creek access corridor down into here,
4b6d this is Unit 9(C) on the refuge. And this area right here
43 selected lands. Selected by the Alaska Peninsula
€8rporation. And we've talked about this many times but these
4Pe where State regulations prevail, the Federal regulations do
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hot. And you have to go all the way down Big Creek to what we
2all the Three Hills area before you can access the refuge and
8ccess the Federal lands for hunting caribou. And anybody who
Has tried to come -- access that route in the fall knows that
ou have to have a jet boat because beyond Three Hills -- or
éven before that you cannot run a regular kicker in that area.
7The other access way 1s to come in by aircraft on this side.
But this is the five percent of Unit 9(C) that we're talking
8bout. The other part is in the reserve up on the north end of

K@tmai. And that area is -- the other point is this is
Ndrthern Peninsula herd country here.

12

13 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah, yeah.

14

15 MR. HOOD: And the other point is the preserve is

Mélchatna herd country. Well, whenever the Federal Board chose
t@ put the closure to sport hunting or to non-subsistence
hB8ers, they closed -- of course, the one that they were
tRinking about, the Becharof Refuge, but they also closed the
MQlchatna herd area up on the preserve and that is an area that
2% that all biologists think we ought to be taking every
2aribou that we can get. So those are the two points that I
2Bink I want to make here. So I'll open up to any other
@destions that you might have.

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Ron? What .....
27

28 MR. FISHER: There's some BLM land in there, too. I

d8n't know how much, but that would be Federal public lands and
Bhat was also closed when the board made that decision.
31

32 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's also Mulchatna herd area?

33

34 MR. FISHER: Yeah.

35

36 MR. SAMUELSEN: It shows up on the map.

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative) Ron, when
d8es that -- that herd varies coming across that little five
pércent land up there. Like some years they don't come through

dhere, like this year they didn't come through there at all.
AAd probably about the time you could access them with a jet
B3at there really wasn't any animals in the area, was there?
44

45 MR. HOOD: Not very many this year.
46
477 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: They came across King Salmon River

d48wn behind Egegik up around Johnson Hill walked over this way
B8ck over and I don't know where they're at. That's what they
50
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dlid -- the biggest percentage of the herd this year. So
dctually there was probably very little pressure in 9(C) five
Bercent of your lands over there.

4

5 MR. HOOD: Yeah. And

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Some years they come across there in
Big numbers though.

9

10 MR. HOOD: ..... that's correct. But that is also the
lack of access into that area is born out by the numbers where
tBhey -- the last few years they've been in the 30's range.

W8're talking about 30 caribou reported taken out of the 1,500
té 2,000 animals being taken. You know, it's not a very
$2gnificant number of animals that are being taken in that
dbea.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any other questions of Ron?
Y&8s, Robert.

20

21 MR. HEYANO: 1Is there any time in Unit 9(C) where the

MAlchatna herd is definitely segregated from the North
P&8ninsula-?

24

25 MR. HOOD: I can't speak to that to be honest with you.
2% don't have that knowledge.

27

28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Thank you. Any other questions?
?RBanks, Ron, appreciate it. Yes.

30

31 MS. SAVAGE: Susan Savage, Katmai National Park. For

BBe record I just wanted to show you where the Katmai National
BBeserve lands were.

34

35 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes. Good. We appreciate that.
36

37 MS. SAVAGE: 9(C) is the Naknek drainage and the

BBagnak drainage. And Katmai National Preserve is this area
B9ght up here right around Kakhonak Lake and Nonvianuk Lake
3Qst south of Iliamna and the Alagnak Wild River Corridor which
4% under management by the National Park Service is a rather
Adrrow strip along the Alagnak or the Branch River, right in
A8re.

44

45 MR. LaPORTE: And that is open for sports hunting in
4bhe preserve?

47

48 MS. SAVAGE: It is open for sport hunting unless this

48tion goes forward. Well, actually currently we're under a
50
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$pecial action for closure right now.

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Why are you under an action for
élosure right now?

5

6 MS. SAVAGE: Because the Federal Subsistence Board took
dction -- special action, 94-5.

8

9 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And actually committee members they
$Bould not have done that because we want hunting in that area.
1That's the Mulchatna herd. And I -- you know, I'm just amazed

tBhat they went ahead and did that because it needs to be open.
1Bhat's where the animals need to be taken in the Mulchatna

dtea.

15

16 MS. SAVAGE: And I guess that's my point is to point
diit that we really have two separate areas. One is the pres-
18 the refuge land which Ron has talked about and the preserve
d8d BLM land in the more northern section of 9(C). And Jeff

Pénton may want to point that area out, the BLM land.
21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Who?

23

24 MS. SAVAGE: Jeff Denton from the BLM is here.

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Is that all you have,
3dsan?

28

29 MS. SAVAGE: That's all.

30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions of her? Thank
$2u, Susan.

33

34 MR. DENTON: My name is Jeff Denton. I'm with the
Bbhchorage District of Bureau Land Management. And BLM lands in
Bbhere -- in all this region here are in a state of flux because

3% the selections, the State's relinguishing some lands back to
BBe BLM and back into Federal public lands at present. So it's
3d9very dynamic land ownership situation right now. However,
40ong the Alagnak Corridor which is a half a mile, I believe,
6h each side of the river pretty much, there's BLM lands right
ddjacent to those that go back on to the uplands to some
d8gree. There's probably 300,000 thousand acres or so in 9(C)
64 BLM Federal public lands as well, which were also closed
whth the order in November.

46

47 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Could you just point that out there
4p on that map, if you would?

49
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1 MR. DENTON: Yeah.

% MR. HOOD: The other map.

é CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The other map to your right. We have
6t in yellow on our section there.

g MR. DENTON: Yeah. The Wild River Corridor is in here

8nd parts of these townships, especially to the north of the
ADagnak River that are public land and .....

11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

13

14 MR. DENTON: ..... BLM. And then there are some
$battered pieces even as you go further.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Closer to the Kvichak, yeah.
18

19 MR. DENTON: Right. And then you get into Kvichak
2buntry there'll be -- there's probably right now half a

million acres in the Kvichak and we're probably expecting at
28ast half a million in relinquishments.

23

24 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: That's 9(B).

25

26 MR. DENTON: Probably this year. A significant portion

3% public land. But that stuff way over on the other side of
PBe Kvichak is in a different hunting area.

29

30 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: It is. In fact, 9(B) is part of it
Bhere and the Kvichak is sort of 9(B).

32

33 MR. DENTON: Right. On the -- just south of Kvichak.
34

35 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

36

37 MR. LaPORTE: You mentioned relinguishments to BLM or
8om BLM?

39

40 MR. DENTON: To BLM. The State has just recently, in

#he last two years, finalized their selections. Now they're in
4He process of prioritizing those lands that they want conveyed
#3rst. In the last two months we've received their priority
4d4st in seven categories. And those that are in the seventh
éadtegory are scheduled to be relinquished this year. And we've
dbready seen, at least, in the Anchorage district that I'm
d¥tare of over a million and a half acres come back. So I
éRpect many more before the end of this year. And this
particular are we expect a large portion of those to come back.
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é CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

2 MR. DENTON: Many of them are in category seven.

2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any more questions of Jeff? Thank
you, we appreciate it.

g MR. DENTON: Thank you.

%2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Any other departments

tBhat need to deal with this issue on 9(C)? okay. We'd like to
d3tually have Helga, I don't know what happened to her.
14

15 MS. EAKON: I'm here.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Oh, there she is, I'm sorry. If the
b8ard -- if it would be okay with you, we'll have her read into

tBe record the written comments that have come in. And if we
d6n't have any other reports from the various department heads,
2hen we'll go ahead and close this part now with the exception
%2 the committee, of course, can call up any of the individuals
add ask again for information when we act on this proposal.

B4t we do have some written comments, Helga, if you would give
A5 information, read that into the record, please.

26

27 MS. EAKON: Yes. There were a total of eight written
P8blic comments addressing this proposal. And to save time I'm
A8t going to read the whole summaries into -- I'm just going to
pflck out the kernels, those of you who are here don't be
8ffended if I just highlight why you oppose the proposal. The
B2rst one came from the Naknek/Kvichak Fish & Game Local
Bdvisory Committee and the committee opposed Proposal 23. They
3#e recommending that it would be prudent at this point to
B&commend no action on this proposal while continuing to
Bénitor harvest, calving and survival of the herd throughout
BHe next year. They think that emergency orders could be
3}8sued if necessary, while wholesale closure of the area to
A8n-subsistence to be avoided. They believe that the moose
pObpulation available for harvest in 9(C) is stable with the
4édbw/bull ratio at satisfactory levels.

42

43 The Alaska Department of Fish & Game went on record as
épposing this proposal. They don't feel that the Northern
Abaska Peninsula Caribou herd have declined seriously enough to
46stify a complete closure to non-local hunters. The
ddpartment feels that based on the sensus and harvest
d8formation it's unclear why local residents report a problem
48 obtaining sufficient harvest for their subsistence needs.
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They believe that the potential effects of the distribution of
£he Mulchatna and the Northern Alaska Peninsula Caribou herd
8hould be analyzed and factored into any decision about Unit 9
Aunting regulations.

5

6 Joe Klutsch of King Salmon also went on record as
@pposing this proposal. And he believes that it doesn't appear
80 meet the continued opportunity or healthy population test
Bor does 1t appear to be supported by substantial evidence.

10

11 Gary Howard of Glennallen also opposes this proposal.
H2 says he's been hunting on the Peninsula since 1982 and he
hd8s never seen a subsistence hunter. He thinks that the local
$dbsistence users should hunt on their traditional hunting
&bounds, which he believes are covered by State regulations.

16

17 Someone else from Glennallen, Andy Runyan opposes the
p8oposal. He said he's been hunting the Peninsula since 1952
d8d he just doesn't see any kind of justification for closure
@l this proposal.

21

22 We received three comments also on this proposal. One
38 them, a Representative Scott Olgan. He doesn't want this
détion to offend his 10th Amendment Rights. A Dr. William West
35 Soldotna also opposed this. He doesn't think that the
Rérd's viability is at stake. And a Don Quorberg (ph) of Delta
diinction opposed this. He thinks that there's no reason to
28clude non-locals from their hunt. And that concludes a
8Qmmary of written comments.

30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any -- yes, .....

32

33 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, part of the process, we
Bdve comments written in our book. Do we have to -- to speed

Bhings up, do we need to read into the record every public
g@émment?

37

38 MS. EAKON: I had that question as well. Dick, can you
B8lp us out here? Are we obligated to read into the record
ébmments already received by the staff that are going to be
part of the administrative record?

42

43 MR. PASPAHALA: Verbatim?

44

45 MS. EAKON: Yeah. Do you know? This was a question to
Bétck Paspahala.

48 MR. PASPAHALA: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I think in the
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CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Your name, please.

SN

MR. PASPAHALA: Pardon? Dick Paspahala, Federal
Subsistence Management Program. In the past, on occasion, we
bave, rather than take verbatim into the transcript, much of
Zhe correspondence that's been received by the board merely
Beferencing it in the transcript and incorporated as an
8ttachment and I think that would be acceptable.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That would answer your question, we
d2n't have to go word for word into the .....

13

14 MR. PASPAHALA: We need to make sure that it becomes a

p&rt of the record that's submitted into the board in April as
dbpart of this group's actions.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Good. Thank you. I appreciate that.
19

20 MS. EAKON: In which case, Mr. Chair, I would like to

g@ive a copy of Naknek/Kvichak's comments on the proposals to
2He Court Reporter because she doesn't have them.

23

24 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Robin?

25

26 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah, Mr. Chairman, instead of going
PArough and listing them, I'd move that we just give the
R8porter all public comments concerning all proposals. That
@8y we'll save the hassal of going through every one.

30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is there a second?

32

33 MR. LaPORTE: Second.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All those in favor say aye.

36

37 IN UNISON: Aye.

38

39 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

40

41 (No opposing responses)

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Was that it, Helga, in the form of
wiitten?

45

46 MS. EAKON: That's it.

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. We have about 10 minutes
Be&fore we would like to take a break this morning. So if it's
50
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bkay with the Council members I'd like to -- we could have a
good summary of this and Ted from BBNA, yes, would you object
Bo -- would it be okay if you came and talked to us as public
destimony and kind of summarize things and we'll go on public
hearings right after the break; would that be okay?

6

7 MR. KRIEG: Sure.

8

9 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Come on up then. We
dPppreciate that. Are you doing 23, 24, 26(A), (B), (C), 27 and
28; no, no, you're just doing -- which one are you addressing
hdw?

13

14 MR. KRIEG: Well, I was just going to do 23 right now.
15

16 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay, great.

17

18 MR. KRIEG: But I guess these comments would probably

daPply to all of them. My name is Ted Krieg. I work for the
Bfiistol Bay Native Association, National Resources Department
dhd we represent tribal councils in Bristol Bay. One of the
B2ggest concerns that we've had is just the overall health of
£Be herd and how that would effect the possibility of caribou
Rdgrating to a specific side of the Alaska Peninsula. You
Rhow, we've heard a lot of comments about caribou, you know,
2éribou movements, they might be there one day, gone the next.
2We heard, you know, intermingling up in the Katmai Preserve
d8ea. You know, one of the concerns that we had and I realize
£Bere's other biological concerns, but, you know, i1if you end up
#th only -- only Northern Alaska Peninsula Caribou herd
dhimals in the preserve, you know, and those are the animals
B&ing killed, how does that effect the chances of caribou
g8tting back down to Perryville and Ivanof Bay and down the
Béninsula.

35

36 You know, we have some other proposals addressing those
Fdsues and they'll be coming up later. That's basically all I
B&8d to say unless there's any questions.

39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any questions of Ted? Ted, I
Bave a question. You said that our guys addressed the issue of
#He Northern Peninsula herd goes into the preserve, what
pBeserve are you talking about?

44

45 MR. KRIEG: Well, Katmai Preserve. The area that we've
46 yeah, Jjust .....

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Going all the way up to the Alagnak
dPea of Branch and that drainage .....
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1

2 MR. KRIEG: Right.

3

4 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: ..... and getting in that area and
having pressure put on them?

6

7 MR. KRIEG: Um-hum. (affirmative)

8

9 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I see.

10

11 MR. KRIEG: Yeah.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. I think last year they went
dMdite a ways up in there. This year I don't think that's
héppened, .....

16

17 MR. KRIEG: Yeah.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: ..... but last year it did.

20

21 MR. KRIEG: It seemed like that's what we had heard.
22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Thank you. Okay. We do have

PhAe more member of the public to testify after this, so we'll
g5 ahead and take a break, about a five or 10 minute break if
2hat's okay and come back and continue.

27

28 (Off record)

29 (On record)

30

31 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: We're under Proposal #23 and we are

}Ato public hearing. And if you've come in and you haven't
833gned one of these pink sheets we'd like you to do so. And at
BAis time I'd like to have Joe Klutsch come up and he's going
86 make some comments on the public hearing. Yeah.

36

37 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, for those of you that
dén't know, I didn't know Smiley Jjust had an operation on his
8Boulder and I walked up and tapped him on the shoulder and
48id, how are you doing Smiley. Just forewarning you you
Bbetter be careful because Smiley has got a real hurt in his
gBRoulder.

43

44 MR. KLUTSCH: Mr. Chairman, my name is Joe Klutsch. I
45ked Helga to handout copies of my written comments on
B6oposals 23, 24, 25, 26, 26(b), 26(C) and 30. And since you
Adve a fairly active agenda today I'll try and keep my comments
48 brief as I can. You can read something about my background
¢8urself. For those of you that don't know me, I've lived here
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



81

in the King Salmon area around 22 years now. All of those
Years have been spent working out in the field, hunting,
Bishing. I spent a couple of years commercial fishing in the
Bay. And I have a deep respect and a high regard for the
people of the region. I consider myself a member of the region
énd I'm raising my son here, it's my home. I'm 100 percent
Zommitted to all the folks of the region being able to maintain
8heir lifestyles and have the opportunity to satisfy their
Subsistence needs. And I'd like you to take my comments, look
348 those comments within that context. For about the last 12
Yéars or more, I guess, I've served as a member of the
Naknek/Kvichak Advisory Committee. And on the last Southwest
R&8gional Council, I was a member of that for the last meeting
b# the State council, Robert was on that council as well. We
h&d the last meeting in -- I guess it was at the Barrett in
Afchorage, it was some years ago. So I've spent a lot of time
fdllowing the regulation making process, spent hours and hours
18stening to allocation debates for commercial fishing and
h@nting issues as well. I've spent a tremendous amount of time
@wth the State and Federal land managers and biologists trying
2bd get a handle on what's going on out there and how the
22source 1is managed and how it's allocated.

23
24 I'll move on to my comments, specifically on Proposal
£33. The proposal would close all the public lands -- Federal

2é6nds to caribou hunting accept by eligible rural residents
Hroughout all of Unit 9. Based on the information that the
88aff has given you on the history of this caribou herd, it's
A8t necessary to go into a lot of detail on it. But from the
30650's, the herd was estimated at roughly 2,000 animals and
Rhcreased up to -- steadily increased up to approximately
28,000 to 20,000 animals about three years ago. As the herd
3Bcreased, the level of harvest increased and the opportunity
Bér residents throughout the region to hunt caribou, to harvest
dadribou has increased. So if you look at this herd in the
géntext of a 30 year period or 40 year period, these are -- can
B& considered good hunting times for caribou despite this
d8cline in the Northern Peninsula herd. There are a number of
B@asons that have been suggested for the possible -- or for the
d8cline. Some of the land managers feel that range depletion
Bhdy be a factor. Changes in caribou movement and migration
patterns are just -- that's part of what caribou do
BWistorically, whether it's this herd or whether it's the
Wéstern Arctic or Porcupine herds or the herds in Canada. Like
dbhy undulant population they ebb and flow, they egress, they
#Boéve. We can remember when the Mulchatna herd was hardly
ddentifiable, when it was less than 10,000 animals and now look
WwBere it's at. I remember when the Alaska Peninsula herd
#48ached 10,000 animals and I believe Dan was the chairman of
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dur Naknek/Kvichak Advisory Committee then and everybody was
2lated. We actually liberalized the seasons and the bag limits
Bo provide more opportunity. Now the caribou herd has come
down some and for whatever the reasons there's, at least, two
o three months ago, there seems to be this mentality that
maybe the sky was falling and I'm not sure that that's really
The case.

8

9 I think the points that the staff made regarding the
h8alth of the herd hinging really on cow mortality and calf
ptroduction are real critical to recognize. The non-subsistence
&ffort, as you know, primarily focuses on older age class
b81ls, guided effort on older age class bulls for -- I believe
the last 10 year average is less than 300 per year throughout
Uhit 9(C) and (E). Out of a herd of 12,000 animals, plus to
18,000 animals, biologically that doesn't seem to be a major
fdctor contributing to the health of the herd.

18

19 In relation to the proposals, any proposal that would
2Qlose non-subsistence seasons after reading the provisions of
2itle VIII of ANICLA real careful and with some advice, they
Rdve to meet certain tests before a closure can be adopted.
2Be first test is that you have to be able to show that
2éasonable opportunity to harvest these animals would be, in
£act, prevented by allowing non-subsistence hunting to go
dbong. The second test is that you have to be able to show
2Hat the health of the population might be jeopardized by
d8lowing non-subsistence hunting. And the third one is that it
R8s to be met by substantial -- or supported by substantial
8Uidence and meaning scientific or documented evidence and that
d81lso would include local knowledge. One other provision or
B2st that has to be met is that it -- no regulation should be
B3de that would be contrary to subsistence opportunity or the
Béeting of subsistence needs.

35

36 In all of those cases, I don't feel that Proposal 23
méets those tests, at least, at this time. In fact, it could
B& argued that by closing the Federal lands to non-subsistence
88fort you could shift pressure to the State lands which is
BAsically the Bering Sea Coastal Plain which is the primary
#lgration route and which the subsistence harvest data
dAdicates, I guess, about 90 percent of the subsistence take

é3curs on these lands and not on Federal lands. You could
détually increase effort in the areas closer to the village,
dbthough I really don't think that would all -- be that
gd6bstantial, but it is a point to keep in mind.

47

48 A lot of the comments I'm making now I'll also be
#B8king in relation to some of the other proposals. But -- so I
50
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won't be redundant and go over these things again. What I did
Zequest that the Council consider related to Proposal 23 was
Babling the proposal and allowing the department to monitor the
éaribou on the return to the calving grounds this spring, see
what data they come up with. It was also mentioned, our
Baknek/Kvichak Advisory recommended permanent adoption of the
@ne caribou per month and I personally favor the closure of
flon-subsistence or non-resident hunting as of November 1lst as
well. And our advisory committee recommended or opposed this
p@oposal. Some of the same ideas that are embodied in this
ptroposal will be included in the other proposals that I comment
dA. And I'll try to go into those as briefly as I can when
tBose proposals come up.

14
15 But what I'd urge the Council to consider is to table
this proposal through this cycle, see where it goes. I can

4d%sure you that as a member of the Naknek/Kvichak Advisory
Cémmittee I will always vote for proposals or any game
t8gulations that serve the health of the population and ensure
2He local people's needs and I've done that. And Dan was on
Phe committee with me when I had to vote to reduce non-resident
M@ose hunting in Unit 9(C) when we used to have 55 days down to
23 days. That was brought on by that era of illegal outfitting
Phat was occurring in the mid-80's. I worked real hard to get
dbnew guide area system established to limit the number of
g6ides, restrict them to areas, make them accountable and
2&duce conflicts with other users. But I do have an
g8tablished track record of voting for proposals that are good
£8r the biology and the health of the populations and to ensure
36cal needs.

31

32 So I'll conclude my comments on Proposal 23 with that.
33

34 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Joe this morning?
Bkay, Robin.

36

37 MR. SAMUELSEN: Well, maybe not a question. But Joe

BBe Alaska Board of Fish was brought to court by the Stepovak
38tnetters Association on a ruling that the Board of Fish did
48 1991 on closing the South Peninsula Fisheries for the
ébnservation of migrating coho to July 20th, previously 1t was
é2o0sed July 5th. And one of their strong points was the action
By the board was not supported by substantial evidence,
géientific evidence. And I'm bringing this up because you
dbluded to -- in your comments. And they lost the case and
what the court said was that -- in that case was that the State
8% Alaska and the board could adopt proposals on the best
48formation presented to them. And what that interprets to me
48 that the court said that, whatever you have is good enough,
50
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Wwhatever scientific biological information is good enough for
Making your decision. You will never be from Point A to Point
B, when will -- you know, who's to say when we're going to have
#he best scientific evidence. And I see it was a major part of
our public comment here and I just wanted to make you aware of
that case. It was a substantial win for the State of Alaska
dnd how managers and regulatory agencies are now viewed by the
Bourts.

9

10 MR. KLUTSCH: Thank you, Robin. Mr. Chairman, I was
mdt aware of that case. And actually that substantial evidence
pPBrase came out of Title 8 of ANICLA as it related to

$8bsistence on Federal lands. But I wasn't aware of that.
14
15 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Joe, do you have any effort, at all,

1A the 9(C) area; as a guide, do you hunt that area?

17

18 MR. KLUTSCH: Yes, I do. During the August period I'll
h8ually take a couple hunters a week up to six, seven caribou
BlGnters through the month of August into the first part of the
3éptember. And that would be in the area from, roughly the
R2nd Salmon River north, the western boundary of Katmai area.
R31little bit out on the State land which adjoins the refuge
Béundary in C. Then in past years I've done some hunting in
Phe -- in the latter October period, the last 10 days of
@6tober when the bulk of the Peninsula herd is in the vicinity
2% western boundary.

28

29 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Yeah.

30

31 MR. SAMUELSEN: Joe, these clients, what do they
3%erage per hunt, one caribou, two caribou?

33

34 MR. KLUTSCH: Only one. 1It's only one for non-
B&sidents. And that was a proposal that we had passed --
ddopted that regulation back in the early day- -- early '80s to

P¥event non-residents from wanting to come in and just keep
S8Booting until they got what they wanted or shoot more than
8fe. We thought one opportunity was sufficient and leave it at
4hat.

41

42 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Joe, did you find any animals up
#Bere in September/October this year in that 9(C) area?

44

45 MR. KLUTSCH: Yeah. There were quite a few animals,
BAéwever, in the October period it was closed. And we had -- I
4iless that season was closed in the first part of October, so I
d8d most of my hunting, which was really fairly minimal, T
4Bink I had a total of six or eight caribou hunters for the

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



85

éntire month of October. And most of those were done in the
Meshik River, Aniakchak Preserve area since this area was
8losed up here.

4
5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We kind of highlight you as the bad
§uy when it comes to -- I mean the outfitters aren't here today

dnd yet, they're kind of open ended in what they do. And we
8ppreciate the fact that you'd come and go on record as a guide
8nd tell us what you're doing, we appreciate that. And we
d6n't really know what the unregulated groups are doing, so we
dppreciate you mentioning that today. Any other questions?
Yés.

13
14 MR. LaPORTE: I Jjust wondered what your thoughts were
dh -- there was comment earlier about that the caribou -- the

Nérth Peninsula caribou that would possibly migrate up into
tHat Federal lands possibly as far north as the Katmai
P8eserve, what you thought of hunting pressures as related to
tBe southern migration back down, trying to get caribou to
flgrate as far as Perryville or whatever to meet their
8lbsistence needs? I mean is there -- kind of think of the
PZessure put on the animals and the number animals taken, the
d3tual hunting going on in that area?

24

25 MR. KLUTSCH: Mr. Chairman, I have a -- it's hard for
mé to visualize the hunting on caribou in the Katmai Preserve
diiring October and November would in any way effect the
B8vement of the caribou 250 or 300 miles south in April and
M8y. Something just doesn't fit there that hunting pressure in
Bhe fall Katmai Preserve or even in this -- along the road
8¥stem here would effect the movement of caribou as they move
Back down towards the calving grounds and Cinder River and Port
B8iden and Ilnik area; I don't see a correlation there. And
411 comment when we get to the other proposals about the idea
3F east/west migrations Bering side Pacific side migrations.
Bbhe caribou have been changing definitely in the last 20 years
3fld they don't use the same routes that they used to. There's
88t as much concentration, those big fall migrations from that
BOrt Heiden Corridor up through Pilot Point, Ugashik and Egegik
where you can still see all those mazes of trails along there,
gdu don't see that migration anymore. You see more broken
§2oups, an earlier summer migration. They're heading north
é3rlier, as early as July in recent years. What I see in the
dfeas I'm familiar with are lots of the smaller pocket herds or
#8sident herds that will hang around on mountain tops, some

w6ll be scattered out in the valleys and they -- they just kind
6% doodle around in those areas. There may be a little bit of
é8st/west migration. If I have seen any —-- any movement

pattern change that I could really identify it would actually
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be the other way around. I've seen those herds of 50 to 150,
200 moving from the Pacific side, Aniakchak Bay up Aniakchak
Biver and down into that Cinder River Corridor right through
#he monument, but not the other way around. But that's just my
personal observation on it.

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions?

8

9 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yeah. In August and part of

$8ptember, have you seen any bulls around Port Heiden area?
11

12 MR. KLUTSCH: Actually, Bobby, I -- and I don't hunt
ddwn there in the August time. In the September period I do
$ée some solitary bulls up by the Meshik River -- or Meshik

L&ke area scattered along the hillsides. They're kind of like
béchelor bulls. Once you get into mid-September in that swamp
t@rridors -- we're flying over the swamp corridor up towards
tBe valley you'll see those groups that are crossing from Lower
M8shik heading in that corridor by the villages. Groups of 12,
20, 30, that's up the Birthday Creek Corridor and across

Phrough there. From the air I've seen bulls in there.

gg MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yeah.

gé MR. KLUTSCH: But I do not hunt that corridor.

gg MR. CHRISTENSEN: You know, last year we had a total of
88x bulls -- six and possibly 10, I know of six only being

R?1led for local use. And they must have gone up around your
3flea because we see you come in with six at a time on your
dirplane, you know. They must have made a different change up
3@ there.

33

34 MR. KLUTSCH: Yeah. I don't know that my plane ever --
38 can't hold six caribou.

36

37 MR. CHRISTENSEN: (Indiscernible) planes.

38

39 MR. KLUTSCH: 1In fact, my -- I believe the Park Service

d4B8e records and the Fish & Wildlife use records will show the
43st 10 years, I've averaged four bull caribou in the preserve
4Ad four to five, six bull caribou in the associated refuge and

88ate land area. I think Butch King takes a few more on the
A4rth side.

45

46 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yeah. He takes a lot.

47

48 MR. KLUTSCH: But there -- I think you're kind of
BPinging out an interesting point that .....
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% MR. CHRISTENSEN: They move up high over the .....

2 MR. KLUTSCH: They've been hanging out on mountain
Bops, you're right. And I have no idea why.

g MR. CHRISTENSEN: We flew miles and miles last year.

g MR. KLUTSCH: Um-hum. (affirmative)

%2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions? Thank you, Joe.

lWe're on 23 and I received a comment card from Ralph Angason,
#¥Bo's the chairman of the Naknek/Kvichak Advisory Committee.
Rd4lph, you said you were available for comment, did you want to
d8dress the panel this morning.

16

17 MR. ANGASON: Well, Danny .....

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You need to come up and sit in from
i the microphone, the lady can't hear you.

21

22 MR. ANGASON: Good morning, Mr. Chairman. My name 1is

R31ph Angason, I'm the chairman of the Naknek/Kvichak Advisory
gémmittee. And I was just going to ask you, you know, since
pbr advisory committee had commented on all the proposals that
26fect us, you know, if I could wait?

27

28 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

29

30 MR. ANGASON: Wait until later and do it all at once?
31

32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Sure. You can do that if you'd like.
3%es, go ahead.

34

35 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. The Naknek/Kvichak Advisory

g@ébmments has been submitted as part of the record also.

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. We did that this morning. We
880k your comments and Helga made comment to them and then we
g8ve the Recorder your testimony. But as we go through the
#égulations, since you signed up, and that would be the
Haknek/Kvichak Advisory Committee and then the Lower Nushagak
dBea would be the next advisory committee; it certainly would
Bbé helpful to the council members if we could maybe call up on
¢bu once in awhile.

46
477 MR. ANGASON: Okay. Danny, if I may, Mr. Chairman, you
¥fow, like the -- let's see, what proposal is that that deals

w9th the Aniakchak area? You know, we really didn't want to
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



88

et into that area, you know, because it, you know, it's out of
dur advisory area. But, you know, we have a few of our people
Bhat hunt down there and stuff, like Joe Klutsch and Jay King

dnd them boys. That's -- but that's one thing I wanted to
bring out.

g CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Good enough, thank you.

g MR. SAMUELSEN: I got a question.

%2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Sure.

%g MR. SAMUELSEN: Ralph, your comment there, a few of our

péople, you named off Joe and another guiding outfit, is that
451 you heard from on your advisory committee or were there
$Gbsistence users making comments also?

17

18 MR. ANGASON: No. They -- there was several people in
tBe audience, you know, that, you know, work for Joe and were
d6wn there and commented. The subsistence people, you know,
2hose of us that, you know, have the ability to travel, you
RAow, fly and whatever once in awhile we do go down there, but
28's -- you know, the last couple of years where the caribou
Rd4s been, you know, just right out of our doorstep here, you
Rhow, we haven't traveled very far.

26

27 MR. SAMUELSEN: Thank you.

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other public comment this morning

3l Proposal #23? Thank you, Ralph. Hearing no more requests
Bor public comment, we'd like to ask what the wishes of the

B2uncil will be this morning on #23 as an action -- an action
FBem? Robert.

34

35 MR. HEYANO: Yes, Mr. Chairman. At this time I'd like
86 offer an amendment to Proposal 23.

37

38 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

39

40 MR. HEYANO: Let me see if I can get this right. It

#@duld read Unit 9(A) and 9(C), four caribou, however, no more
#Han one may be a cow, no more than one caribou may be taken
P8r calendar month from August 10th through December 31st,
Wwé're speaking to resident and subsistence hunt. And then them
B&ing non-resident hunter, it would be one bull caribou August
46th to October 31st.

47

48 MR. SAMUELSEN: August through October?

49
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1 MR. HEYANO: August 10th through October 31st.

g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: One caribou?

é MR. HEYANO: One bull caribou.

g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: One bull.

g MR. SAMUELSEN: Second, Mr. Chairman.

%2 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Okay. We got a second here. And

H2lga would like a little help from Robert to put this up here.
130 you got one .....

14

15 MR. HEYANO: Four caribou.

16

17 MR. SAMUELSEN: It would be four caribou, one cow.
18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: One for non-resident.

20

21 MR. SAMUELSEN: August to December, one bull August
20th .....

23

24 MR. HEYANO: May be taken per calendar month from
Rtigust 10th to March 31st (sic).

26

27 MR. FISHER: Mr. Chairman?

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

30

31 MR. FISHER: I see the word non-resident up there, I
ddn't know, I think we're just worried about subsistence users
aid we don't need to be concerned about non-residents. The
S3#ate regulations will take care of that. This is just a point
8%k order.

36

37 MR. SAMUELSEN: On the Federal act?

38

39 MR. FISHER: Yes.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So we don't need non-resident on
B2deral land?

43

44 MR. FISHER: No.

45

46 MR. HEYANO: 1Is the non-resident one bull caribou

Aldgust 10th through October 31st a current State regulation?
48

49 MR. FISHER: Let me check.
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1

2 MS. COILEY: No, 1t's one caribou.

3

4 MR. HOOD: 1It's the State proposal .....

5

6 MR. FISHER: 1It's one caribou.

7

8 MR. HOOD: They're talking about the State proposed
fegulation.

10

11 MR. FISHER: I'm sorry.

12

13 MR. HEYANO: One bull caribou August 10th through
Oétober 31st.

15

16 MS. EAKON: That's it?

17

18 MR. HEYANO: Right.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Council members, do you see
dihd understand the motion made here?

22

23 MR. SAMUELSEN: Dave, 1s your concerns about non-
2ésidents been addressed?

25

26 MR. FISHER: Um-hum. (affirmative)

27

28 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: We're all legal? Yeah, Robert.

29

30 MR. HEYANO: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I guess speaking
Bhrough the .....

32

33 MR. SAMUELSEN: I think Dick's bringing up a question
84 this.

35

36 MR. FISHER: One point of clarification coming up.

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Give us your name.

39

40 MR. PASPAHALA: Would you allow me to address you
Briefly?

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Your name.

44

45 MR. PASPAHALA: Dick Paspahala again. If I understand
4bhe substance of the motion that's been placed on the floor, it
wduld, in effect, establish a regulation -- or a recommendation
£#8r a regulation that would relate to the non-subsistence user
é8mmunity on Federal lands. Typically that's not -- that would
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be a situation that would be handled through a regulation
gubmitted to the State Board of Game. And what we've typically
done is try to limit the scope of our efforts to the
gdubsistence user community in the regulations that reflect

Bhose. We have -- I think there's one section in ANICLA 13/14
énd also existing memoranda of agreement between all the
Federal agencies in Alaska -- the State of Alaska that reflect

8ur intent to recognize their authorities in this regard. So
Bypically in Federal regulation we've attempted to avoid that
$ftuation.

%% CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Avoid a situation as non-resident?
%2 MR. PASPAHALA: Where we establish seasons for non-
$bbsistence users .....

%g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

%g MR. PASPAHALA: ..... typically what's been done there

afid that's sort of the situation that gave rise to this current
2hstance is to exercise closure authority, but nothing beyond
PRat, not establish a season or bag limit. That typically
@8uld be within the preview of the State. And, in effect, I
2AHink that's all that what that bottom part does.

25

26 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah, okay, Dick, the roles and
?2&sponsibilities of the Federal Subsistence Advisory Council
B8re is just relating to subsistence take of fish and wildlife
A public lands within the region subsistence users of fish and
®#1dlife on public lands within the region. (sic) So I guess
Bhe only people that this Council should be taking public
B2stimony from is subsistence users since we do not have the
B8gulatory authority to effect non-subsistence use takes.

34

35 MR. PASPAHALA: I'm trying to avoid using some of the
86rong words like, authority and things of that sort, nor would
F7think that it's -- that I would ever suggest that you not

38low members of the general public to have input into your
PPoceedings because that's a very important part of what you do
A8re.

41

42 MR. SAMUELSEN: Well, in public comment, Dick, we got a
48tter here from a representative down in Juneau. And he talks
dhout -- where is that; 9(C) is mostly a Federal refuge and is
db5traditional hunting area for non-locals. This is from
Bépresentative Olgan -- Scott Olgan.

47

48 MR. PASPAHALA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

49
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1 MR. SAMUELSEN: Federal land, Title 8 of ANICLA has a
Breference?

3

4 MR. PASPAHALA: That's correct.

5

6 MR. SAMUELSEN: And I'm kind of getting some
@larification here. Comments like that, do we have to listen
80 them comments since we're dealing with only -- with
Subsistence users on that portion?

10

11 MR. PASPAHALA: I think as long as we're -- as you're

f3rmulated as a Federal advisory committee, it's a good idea to
43 that. Really it is within your preview to listen to those
témments, yes. I think there may not be a serious problem here
b&cause as I understand it, the last part of your motion
tépresents an action that's been supported by the Alaska
D@partment of Fish & Game to be brought before the State Board
¥8t, this year; 1is that correct?

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: 1In fact, that's where we got it from.
21

22 MR. PASPAHALA: Yeah. I don't view this as a major
PBoblem. But I just -- the focus for the Federal -- the action

Phat you place before the Federal board in April would be best
2hat part of it that relates to your intention for the Title 8

W6er group.

27

28 MR. SAMUELSEN: Um-hum. (affirmative)

29

30 MR. PASPAHALA: It becomes a very sensitive issue in

Bérms of the Federal/State relationship if you become embroiled
34 a process of establishing seasons and bag limits for the
B8n-subsistence user communities on Federal lands.

34

35 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. On Proposal 23, a black and
white situation would be public lands are closed to hunting of
3dribou except by eligible rural residents. That's black and
WHite.

39

40 MR. PASPAHALA: That's what we did last -- last year as
gbrt of a very urgent response to some things that were
Adppening at that time.

43

44 MR. SAMUELSEN: I think a compromise is the Council
wants to look at all user groups that are effecting the herd
dhd provide an opportunity for all user groups that hunt the

A&rd, with the inclusion of non-residents. Now .....
48

49 MR. PASPAHALA: Right.
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1

2 MR. SAMUELSEN: ..... what you're saying is we could
8nly look in a world in black and white .....

4

5 MR. PASPAHALA: Well, .....

6

7 MR. SAMUELSEN: ..... then we have no option but to
8lose it to all non-subsistence uses.

9

10 MR. PASPAHALA: No. I think you're doing a wonderful
thing here and you can -- the top part of that represents --

tduld represent a formal request to the Federal Subsistence
B3ard with an ancillary request that support be forwarded to
the State Board of Game for that regulation to go into effect
ih 9(A) and (C) for the non-subsistence user community, both
tésidents of Alaska and non-resident people.

17

18 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah.

19

20 MR. PASPAHALA: Thank you for indulging my comments.
21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No. That's okay, we need to stay on

£Back as far as what our responsibilities are as an advisory
2éuncil also. And we are only advisory in nature, that's true.
25

26 MR. PASPAHALA: Right.

27

28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The Federal Board will do whatever
2Bey want to do.

30

31 MR. PASPAHALA: I mean we spent two days earlier this

wek going through the fact that it's a very major part of our
BBogram to deal with the issues that are brought forward by
BAis Council and we intend to support that. But it's going to
B& better for all of us if we can keep them on track with the
Botle 8 program.

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert, do you have a question?

39

40 MR. HEYANO: ©No, not a question, just a comment. Mr.
@hairman, I think our Number 1 function is for the protection
47 the resource. And then the other -- the next in line is for
4Be subsistence user. And, you know, I think that's what this
p#oposal does. But, I mean, me personally, I have to have some
45vel of confidence -- I have to know what those others -- what

k6nd of control is going to be put on those other users on this
#@source inside and outside our jurisdiction before I could
g8pport what we could do to the subsistence user on Federal
48nds. I think that's an attempt at what this is trying to do.
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1You know, if I heard it correctly, is that this proposal is a
Plend between the Naknek/Kvichak and the departments. Based on
By previous experience, I think that has a real good chance of
#he State Board adopting.

5

6 MR. PASPAHALA: I do, too. I think you're easily on
Zhe right track here. And throughout the next several months,
8he Federal board will be tracking the actions of the State
Board as well. And the conservation of healthy populations, of
tburse, is our Number 1 priority as well and we'll be keeping
ath eye on that. If things don't work out that way, then we'll
b2 back in touch with the Council and we'd pursue it even after
tBat date.

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert.

16

17 MR. HEYANO: And just one other comment is that, you

kffow, I think this Council early on made a commitment to as
thich as possible and practical to align State and Federal
88asons and bag limits for the confusion, not only for the
8lbsistence user, but for the general public as well.

22

23 MR. PASPAHALA: Right.

gé CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Don't leave just yet because .....
gg MR. PASPAHALA: I'd love to.

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Actually, I think what we're doing

B8re on 23, we can streamline on down to the other proposals.
Bt if we don't get the good foundation we need right now,
B2ck, then we are going to be having you coming back .....

33

34 MR. PASPAHALA: Sure.

35

36 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: ..... and we don't want to keep
B&laboring the point. We've had a good report on the -- what

BHe herd is doing. And we have a better idea on who the user
G8oups are and what they're taking. And your concern here is
4hat maybe we're not addressing maybe necessarily the

gdlibsistence need as much as we're -- including too many user
§2oups or what?

43

44 MR. PASPAHALA: Oh, absolutely not. I think your
dbtent here is exactly on track.

46

477 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

48

49 MR. PASPAHALA: Let's make no mistake about that,
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Number 1. What we're looking at is some of the problems that
go to the very heart of some of the difficulties involved in
Bhe dual management system that we have in the State right now.
4Typically, within the Federal program with -- we had for
dwhile one minor exception, which has now been resolved, but
6ur attempt has been to avoid a situation in which the Federal
Government moves forward to establish seasons and bag limits on
8hese public lands that relate to the non-subsistence user
@ommunity. Pretty much trying to continue to recognize that
that's within the preview of the Alaska Department of Fish &
Game. It doesn't mean that it can't be done, but it's
$@mething that's -- it's an assumption of authority that's a
¥8ry sensitive issue and is one that should not be undertaken
hAnecessarily, that's all. I think what you proposed here 1is
pbobably, you know, a very good solution. But the last part of
that motion pretty much relates to an action that we would be
éXpected to be taken by the Alaska Board of Game, rather than
b§% the Federal board.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's the non-resident one bull
2aribou?

22

23 MR. PASPAHALA: Right. And if that were not to happen,
2ét's say, then it can certainly be revisited at that time.

Bt I think you'd -- based on what I've heard from the reports

@6 people from the Alaska Department of Fish & Game and given
PHe seriousness with which they view this management situation,
28think all of us have every reason to believe that your motion
28 that regard reflects what the likely outcome of their
déliberations as well.

31

32 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We think that non-resident one bull
83ribou, August 10th to October 31st is something that Dick
3éllers' department probably can buy off on.

35

36 MR. PASPAHALA: Right.

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And I don't think it's .....

39

40 MR. PASPAHALA: So if it were advisory in nature and

Abdt a specific part of your request for action by the Federal
Bdard .....

43

44 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

45

46 MR. PASPAHALA: ..... everything would be perfect, I
#Hink.

48

49 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So it is advisory in nature?
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1

2 MR. PASPAHALA: Well, if it is then that would be
great.

4

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's all we are.

6

7 MR. PASPAHALA: Well, .....

8

9 CHATRMAN O'HARA: But you say by .....

10

11 MR. PASPAHALA: ..... advisory in nature .....

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: ..... putting that .....

14

15 MR. PASPAHALA: ..... directed to the Alaska Board of

Géme rather than as a recommended action for the Federal
Fiibsistence Board.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Did you get that Helga? You got it,
dRay?

21

22 MS. EAKON: Yeah. I .....

23

24 MR. PASPAHALA: Even if she doesn't, I promise you I
@511 not forget.

26

277 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. The reason I ask that, in

481 serious now, 1is we need to make sure that, legally, we're
8Paying on track and we're not, you know, we have a direction
86 march in and we're not going to want to get outside the
Bdunds of those either as we can. And I just want to make sure
BRat we're within the guidelines, as directed by you, that
®8're okay here now and if we need to change something then
Fét's go ahead and change it and make sure it's legal because
®& don't want to do otherwise.

36
37 MR. PASPAHALA: Yeah. I certainly am not here to give
$8u legal advice. I am not an attorney, although I've been

38cused of several occasions of practicing law. But it's more
éf less trying to support a standard that we developed early on
4h this program. And I think actually works in the best
dAterest of the various user groups and also the Federal and
88ate management agencies involved. Thank you very much.

44

45 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Thank you. Robert --
égcuse me, before you leave.

47

48 MR. LaPORTE: The shaded portion of the proposed
#8gulat- -- is that still something that would still stand in
50
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there, the public lands are closed to the hunting of caribou
gxcept by eligible rural residents during the season;
Rdentified above or .....

4

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No.

6

7 MR. LaPORTE: I don't fully follow exactly what's -- I
Bissed -- if we're talking about seasons for non-residents,
Bhey're obviously not going to be eligible rural residents. So

¥hat's happening with that shaded portion; is that .....
11

12 MR. HEYANO: Mr. Chairman? Yeah, my intent was is that
tBe shaded portion would be deleted.

%é MR. LaPORTE: Okay.

%g MR. HEYANO: And substitute language would be this.

%g MR. LaPORTE: Okay.

gg MR. HEYANO: What I'm hearing from Dick is that he'd be

Mdre comfortable if this was our action and this was the
28commended action to the State Board of Game.

24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Let's see she what she wrote down
2here?

27

28 MR. HEYANO: The non-resident part.

29

30 MR. LaPORTE: And then delete the shaded portion?

31

32 MR. HEYANO: Yeah. Well, on either case, the shaded
p8rtion on Proposal 23 would be deleted. But, you know, it
S3éems that since this proposal addressed non-resident use, I
36st thought it was appropriate that if this committee -- that
wé offer another alternative to total closure. But apparently
BHat's a grey area. But in answer to your question, with or
®#8thout the non-resident, the intent of my proposal would be
BBe shaded area would be deleted.

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Or actually just taking the comments
4% the Naknek/Kvichak Advisory Committee and not necessarily
4Be State proposal made by Sellers or whoever makes them and

pZetty much ignoring what the shaded area of 23 is. Because we
d46n't necessarily feel that this herd is in this bad of shape,
g6t we're —-- where we have to live with the shaded area but
Wwduld recommend this here is what we're dealing with here.
@Ray.

49
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1 We have a couple of people who would like to comment.
@o ahead. Yes. Give us your name again, would you please?

3

4 MS. COILEY: Pippa Coiley.

5

6 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

7

06}

MS. COILEY: With the Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Subsistence Division. Well, Mr. Chairman, you might have
h6ticed the subsistence people are all jumping out of their
thairs. But getting back to the effects of this proposal, I'm
hadt quite sure -- it wasn't clear to me and I'm not gquite sure
18 it's clear to the Council. Susan and I have been talking
that when the State Board of Game passes the proposal in the
$bate proposal book to institute this regulation as written on
$6ate land -- State regulated land in 9(A) and 9(C), it will
ofily effect the brown book, the State brown book. And the
t8gulations in the Federal -- the Federal subsistence
t8gulations for qualified subsistence users will stay the same,
whAich right now are pretty liberal. For caribou we have four
2aribou, however, no more than two caribou may be taken August
20th to September 30th, et cetera. So this proposal, as it's
@wBitten right now, it's limiting the subsistence user on
Péderal land more than the regulation as written now. So this
Bboposal isn't going to effect the non-local users, this
P6oposal effects the subsistence users which right now -- or --
@WHich right now are using more liberal regulations than that.
38 you're restricting subsistence users more than they would
R8ve been.

30

31 MS. SAVAGE: On Federal public land.

32

33 MS. COILEY: On Federal public land. Whereas, the

S#ate proposal will cover all the other users and it will most
Ehkely pass.

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Robin.

38

39 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. I'm glad you pointed that out.

Afid Dick's comments, Mr. Chairman, I won't be voting in support
6T the amended language.

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Down here?

44

45 MR. SAMUELSEN: No.

46

47 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You want to leave it just like it is
ABn-resident, one bull one caribou?

49
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1 MR. SAMUELSEN: The upper -- the four caribou is more
Zestrictive than what their current -- than subsistence is
@urrently allowed to take. And what Dick is saying is that we
éannot basically regulate the non-subsistence take. So how can
We sit here and put further restrictions on the subsistence
take and not, in effect, do anything to the non-subsistence
fake. Who has a priority, it looks like non-residents have the
Priority, right Robert.

9

10 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, Robert is meditating over
there. Susan, did you have a comment?

12

13 MS. SAVAGE: I have a couple of comments.

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Give us your name so that Tina can
pét it down.

17

18 MS. SAVAGE: Susan Savage. One comment is that -- to

#%Bat Robin just said is that, as Dick Paspahala suggested you
Aflght, you know, take a formal action to make a recommendation.
2Write a letter to the Board of Game to support what the
Raknek/Kvichak Advisory Council has done that would limit sport
A8ers on State land and on public Federal land.

24

25 The second comment is that I asked the Council not to
f6rget that whatever they do here effects both, the Northern
P&ninsula herd and the Mulchatna herd. And if you do decide to
?28strict users that you try to keep that restriction mostly in
d9way that it will restrict harvest of the Northern Peninsula
B8rd and not the Mulchatna herd. So you may want to only take
Bhis action for the Naknek drainage and not, perhaps, for the
B2agnak drainage which effects more BLM land and the preserve
38d the northern portion of 9(C).

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert.

36

37 MR. HEYANO: Yeah. Mr. Chairman, I don't see how we're
B8stricting the subsistence users. We're still allowing them
B8ur caribou. What we're doing is -- when they can take that

£6r the current regulations says they can take two between the
40th and the 30th of September and then they can take one
B2tween October 1st and November 30th. And I assume the other
é83e comes sometime after November. So what I think what we're
d4ing here is, they still can take four caribou but we're --
#his regulation reflects more of what the local advisory
éommittee would like to see how they're able to take those four
édribou.

48

49 MS. COILEY: Mr. Chairman
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MS. EAKON: Mr. Chairman?

SN

MR. HEYANO: Based on the proposal in the -- in the --
Bhe one that the Naknek/Kvichak submitted to the State Board,

they said, yes, we would like to still take four caribou, but

e want to take them one per month. So I guess, you know, all
®e're doing is redoing when they can take them to reflect what
9 perceive to be as input from the Naknek/Kvichak.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert, I mean Robin.

12

13 MR. SAMUELSEN: Under the State Board, all Alaska
tésidents are considered subsistence users. Under the Federal

18w, only those villages that are qualified within the unit are
$6bsistence users; am I correct, on Federal land? That's the
dlifference here.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Customary and traditional are what
@8're dealing with.

21

22 MR. SAMUELSEN: Um-hum. (Affirmative) Right.

23

24 MS. COILEY: And written into the record of the

R&knek/Kvichak Advisory Committee is the reason why they
ddopted this was to allow as much local harvest as possible.
What they were limited were people coming in from the outside
¥Ho were maybe coming in who didn't have much time and were
@wa8nting to take a lot of caribou all at once and then fly out.
30t was to limit the outside hunters and allow as much
Spportunity as possible for the local hunters without going
3@to a Tier IT.

33

34 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Even more so than that, it would
B&strict the Anchorage hunter when it comes right down to it,
woéuldn't it, well, versus what's happening locally here, you
Bilow?

38

39 MS. COILEY: Right. If they could go up to the
M{lchatna and have a shot at four or five, why come down here
dhd just take one.

42

43 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: It's a very practical way of handling
44 taking care of the biology of the animals and giving our
4b6cal people an opportunity to take care of the hunt and after
4bhat it gets clouded.

47

48 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. And I'll clarify it.

49
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1 MS. COILEY: I have another point.

2

3 MR. SAMUELSEN: Staff, if I lived in Fairbanks and I
éame down to hunt, I'd be only allowed one bull, correct?

5

6 MS. COILEY: If the new -- if the proposed State
7fegulation passes, that's correct.

8

9 MR. SAMUELSEN: I see heads going yes and I see heads
18 the back of you going like this.

11

12 MS. COILEY: ©No. That's not .....

13

14 MR. BRESLFORD: Alaskan and non-Alaskan residents in
$bate regulations, it's not local and non-local.

16

17 MR. HOOD: One caribou .....

18

19 MS. COILEY: Okay. I'm sorry. Maybe I didn't

Aflderstand the question. You said if you live in Fairbanks and
Ydu come down here to hunt a caribou.

22

23 MR. SAMUELSEN: On Federal lands, I would only be
ddlowed one caribou?

25

26 MS. COILEY: False. 1If the State proposal passes? No.
2You -- I hate to point to this because it's -- this is a

P8deral proposal, but if you look in the red proposal book
6u'll see this written. And these regulations as a resident
®6uld apply to you so the upper portion would apply to you if
$du came from Fairbanks.

32

33 MS. SAVAGE: Well, if the new -- if the proposal .....
34

35 MR. SAMUELSEN: No. Not on -- that -- on State land,
$6és, but not on Federal lands.

37

38 MS. COILEY: It would also apply on Federal land if the
3Bate -- 1f the State proposal passed.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Passed, yeah.

42

43 MS. SAVAGE: You could take one caribou in February and

44 you came back in March you could take another caribou.
45

46 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman.
47
48 MS. COILEY: If the State proposal passes, okay, there

w9211l be three tiers. Do you want me to tell you what they are
50
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o you can .....
3 MR. SAMUELSEN: Well, .....

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Not necessarily. Robin, you have the

8 MS. COILEY: Okay.

10 MR. SAMUELSEN: Whenever either one of you talk, the
&troup behind you is going like this. So I want to know who the
$8nior Federal member is here that could give us the correct

dB8swers because I'm getting pretty confused up here.
14

15 MR. LaPORTE: I am, too.

16

17 MR. SAMUELSEN: I don't know about the rest of you.

18

19 MS. SAVAGE: Well, it depends on which -- what land and

@whether the State proposal has passed or whether it hasn't
BPassed, that's what it depends on.

22

23 MS. COILEY: The only difference on State and Fed- --
2% the State -- forget this -- if the State proposal passes,
2he only diff- -- and the restrictions are lifted off of

Péderal land; right now the Federal public land in 9(C) 1is
2Josed to the non-subsistence qualified user; if that's lifted
a8d the State proposal passes, the only difference will be on
P8deral land in Unit 9(A) and (C) qualified Federal subsistence
@3Bers are going to be using these regs, rather than the State
Brown book. Because on Federal lands they recognize a local
8#lbsistence user and they will be using regs that don't -- that
WBere they will be able to take the four caribou, but using --
B84 be specific, I can just read it. They'll be able to take
8bur caribou, however, no more than two caribou would be able
86 be taken between August 10th and September 30th and no more
BHan one caribou may be taken October 1lst to November 30th.
BBay. So it's a little bit more liberal than this. That would
B& the only difference. On Federal land a local, federally
4Qalified subsistence user would be recognized using Federal
glbsistence Regulations.

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: On 9(C) and (A)?

44

45 MS. COILEY: On Federal land. But everything else
woéuld be the same.

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Which we're dealing with 9(C) and (A)
49 (A) and (C). Okay. Susan, did you have anything else that
50
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You wanted to say?
MS. SAVAGE: No.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. All right.

~N oUW

MR. LaPORTE: How would we distinguish between trying
80 leave the Mulchatna herd open as opposed to —-- or leaving
fhe Mulchatna herd on a different harvest or bag limits or
h@rvest seasons and that as compared with the other portions of
21C) 2

12

13 MS. COILEY: Well, you'd have to -- I think the way you
wéuld do that is to offer an amendment to the State proposal
T&questing a different set of regulations in that part of 9(C)
that's the Katmai Preserve and the Alagnak Wild River Corridor.
17

18 MR. SAMUELSEN: Can we do everything south of the --
t8n we take a five minute break?

20

21 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. We'll take a five minute break

B2re, I want to talk to Dick when we take a break.
23

24 (Off record)

25 (On record)

26

277 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. If we could come back

28to session. We took a little longer on our break, but we
28ally kind of wanted to try to make the proposed Federal
B8gulation that we're dealing with here on this five percent of
81C) somewhat compatible with the biggest percentage of land
wduld be under the State regulation, which is the biggest part
38 the 9(C) on State lands.

34

35 And this committee believes and feels that right now
®6're not overly threatened by threatening the caribou herd.
BHe State of Alaska's proposal, according to Sellers, is a
3&ttle more restrictive than the Naknek/Kvichak Advisory
B8mmittee's proposal is. And it's, I believe, the feeling of
4Ais Council that we possibly could take that small percentage
6T Federal land that Ron Hood deals with and then the State of
AZ2aska lands which Dick Sellers deals with and take this --
wBat we have on this piece of paper here and make both of them
4t together and have a workable solution. Council members,
what do you think?

46

477 What's the wishes of the Council? We have a motion on
#Be floor, don't we?

49
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1 MR. HEYANO: Yes. I guess if there's no more
discussion to the proposed amendment, if my second would
goncur, the only change I'd like to introduce, Mr. Chairman, is
delete 9(A). You know, it was brought to my attention during
the break that 9(A) does not need to be included in this
proposal for the protection of North Peninsula caribou.

7

8 MR. SAMUELSEN: Concur.
9
10 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Concur, okay. That's a good idea.

Wé encourage hunting on Mulchatna herd. Yeah, Robert.
12

13 MR. SAMUELSEN: For further clarification, Mr.
Chairman.

15

1o CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's what i1t will be.

17

18 MR. SAMUELSEN: No. For myself and maybe some of the

19 maybe it's just me, but a subsistence user is those
2bmmunities that are identified as having the c&t within the
2égion here or within the game unit? A person from Fairbanks
28 not qualified on Federal lands as a subsistence user?

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's right.
25
26 MR. SAMUELSEN: He could be from Fairbanks, he could be

P¥om California or whatever. On State lands, all Alaskans are
2f8bsistence users.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So are we ready to vote?

31

32 MR. HEYANO: Yes.

33

34 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert. Do all the Council members

gdhderstand and have it in your mind clearly fixed what this
P6oposal represents today?

37

38 MR. HEYANO: Mr. Chairman, one more time. The intent
38 my amendment, Robin, is to allow Alaska residents the same
épportunity on Federal land as those residents that have c&t
£#indings for Unit 9(C).

42

43 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yes.

44

45 MR. HEYANO: Okay.

46

47 MR. SAMUELSEN: I see resident and subsistence in
4Here.

49
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1 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Now is it clear?

2

3 MR. LaPORTE: Delete and the non-native there?

4

5 MR. ABRAHAM: Question, question.

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Okay. Call for the question.
8

9 MR. SAMUELSEN: Wait. I think Dick has some .....
10

11 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Excuse me, walt a minute.

12

13 MR. SAMUELSEN: No, no.

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No comment.

16

17 MR. LaPORTE: Question.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All those in favor, signify by saying
age.

21

22 IN UNISON: Aye.

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

25

26 (No opposing responses)

27

28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Hallelujah, we made it through one
Pooposal. Give us four more days and we may get done with our
®Ork.

31

32 The next proposal there.

33

34 MR. FISHER: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the next proposal is
$34.

36

37 MR. SAMUELSEN: Excuse me.

38

39 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

40

41 MR. SAMUELSEN: Before we move on, does this address

d4Paff concerns on the northern

portion on the Mulchatna caribou

A8rd coming down or should we be more specific and add a caveat

44 allow more liberal hunting regulation -- or opportunity in a
Abrthern district. Susan?
46
47 MS. SAVAGE: Did you ask me?
48
49 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah.
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1

2 MS. SAVAGE: I would actually defer to Dick Sellers.
Be slightly discussed that during the break and it didn't seem
40 be a major point for him. But I will defer to him.

5

6 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, may I call up Dick?

g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You bet. You're still on #23, right?
%O MR. SAMUELSEN: Right. I might bring up another
ptroposal based on Dick's comments on #23.

%g MR. SELLERS: Mr. Chair, for the record, Dick Sellers

f#om Alaska Department of Fish & Game. I think what just
tbanspired in the last half hour is a good example of how
ténfusing things could be. And if you could imagine Joe Doe
ot in the public trying to contend with some of these issues,
¥8u can understand our desire to keep things as simple as
POssible and yet still accomplish our biological objectives.
20

21 Now we did debate whether there was Jjustification in
88bdividing 9(C) into the Naknek drainage versus the remainder
38 9(C) as we call it, which is basically the Alagnak or Branch
Rdver drainage. But I think most of the hunting pressure in
2he preserve, the Federal lands outside the Naknek drainage
@écurs in the fall on what is -- I hate to use the term, but a
8iib-herd of the Mulchatna herd. And it's not a big group up
PBere in the fall, as I've done some surveys in June and

26unted 500 to 1,000 caribou in that preserve area. So 1it's
86t a big population. It's primarily bulls and it gets
Brimarily fly-in hunting pressure. So I guess with those

Padrameters, we didn't feel like it was worth the trade-off and
d8nfusing the issues and regulations to try to focus more
Bdnting pressure on that part of 9(C).

35

36 Additionally, with the regulations that are, in effect,
BHis winter we found some people that come out here and they
d8dn't know about the regulations or whatever and they're out
B8re for meat and they decide one caribou a month isn't enough
46 they found ways to get into the Branch River by four-
wheeler. And if we had snow there would be a lot more effort.
42nd in the wintertime, of course, we got some Peninsula
d48imals in there. So with those considerations we decided to
kéep 9(C) as one unit and be more conservative in general
#5ther than trying to subdivide it and concentrate effort in
4bhe northern parts.

47

48 MR. SAMUELSEN: When you say, we, that's ADF&G and
Z8deral staff?
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1

2 MR. SELLERS: That's -- yeah. And that's what went
Into our staff proposals.

4

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Not Federal staff, just Alaska
bepartment of Fish & Game?

7

8 MR. SELLERS: Right.

9

10 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Anything else, Robin? Any other

giestions for Dick? Thank you. Are we still on #23 or should
&2 move to #24.

13

14 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, I'm not going to bring up
dhymore action on #23.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Let's go to #24 then.
D&ve.

19

20 MR. FISHER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Moving on to

£24. Number 24 was submitted by the Bristol Bay Federal
3Absistence Regional Advisory Council. And #24 is similar to
£33. It would close Federal public lands in Unit 9(E) to the
RBdnting of caribou except by eligible rural residents. We
db6n't need to spend a lot of time discussing the biology of the
BRérd, we've already pretty much done that. I have a few points
Bére I'll go through. We don't have a lot of information on
PBe —-- since 24 relates to 9(E), there's two -- 9(E) is divided
28to two areas, the area on the Pacific Coast we don't have a
36t of biological data there. The refuge did do some surveys
3h 1993, they saw very few caribou. In 1994 they came back and
BHey did some more surveys. The Ugashik and Chignik units were
88rveyed and they did find some small pockets of caribou for a
Bétal population of about 1,460 animals they found during the
3tirvey.

36

37 The primary movement of the Northern herd still seems
88 be between the calving grounds south of Port Heiden and to
BBe wintering grounds south of Lake Iliamna. Caribou are not
¥8ry prominent on the Pacific side primarily due to habitat.
The habitat just isn't there.

42

43 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Excuse me, address that south side of
Ldke Iliamna again.

45

46 MR. FISHER: I say the primary movement of the Northern

Aérd is from the calving grounds south of Port Heiden to
4Be .....

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



108

1 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Lower end of Lake Iliamna?

2

3 MR. FISHER: Yeah. South of Lake Iliamna. Surveys
done over the last five years show this movement -- caribou
hovement starting earlier, I think we've already discussed
that. Federal lands in 9(E) consist of the Becharof National

Wildlife Refuge, the Ugashik and Chignik units in the Alaska
Beninsula National Wildlife Refuge and the Aniakchak National
Monument and Preserve.

10

11 The staff conclusions for Proposal 24 are similar to
tRhose that we discussed earlier for 23. There is an extended
$8ason added for 9(E) for that part south of Seal -- of the
$é4al Cape, that is for the subsistence user. That extends the
$8ason. And like I touched on earlier, caribou have always
béen more plentiful on that Bristol Bay side primarily because
0% habitat.

18

19 I guess that's about all I have at this time to keep
£Rings brief and moving on. We may need to bring Ron Hood or
3&llers back up for more questions.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Dave right now from
£Be Council members? All right. Let's -- Dick, if you
@buldn't mind -- Sellers, if you wouldn't mind coming up if you
Réve any areas you'd like to address on 9(E). And after you
£inish we'll have Ron Hood from the Peninsula Refuge area talk
£8 us.

29

30 MR. SELLERS: Mr. Chairman, again, for the record, Dick
3éllers, Fish & Game. There's only one minor thing I'd like to
Bzing to your attention. And that's a small glitch in the
3B8Bate proposal. The way it came out from Juneau, the State
B#Zoposal only effected 9(C). And it was my intention to have
B8he non-resident season in 9(E) be the same as 9(C), i.e.,
B6gust 10th to October 31st, one bull bag limit. And so that
ddesn't show up in this red State proposal packet. But
BB8pefully we'll be able to keep those two non-resident seasons
38mpatible with each other.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Mr. Sellers? Thank
¢2u, Dick. Ron Hood, refuge manager, did you have any comments
é3 this 9(E)? You got 100,000 animals roaming around anywhere
#lat you want to tell us about?

45

46 MR. HOOD: Ronald Hood, Alaska Peninsula Becharof
#d@fuges. I am -- I'm really at a loss for words on what to say
d48ter all we've gone through with 9(C). Maybe it would be

Better if you have any questions that I might be able to
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dddress would be a better way of using our time.

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Ron Hood? Thank
gou, Ron —-- oh, excuse me.

5

6 MR. SAMUELSEN: Right here. I think 9(E) is quite a

Bit different, Mr. Chairman. And I think 9(E) is out of the
8oncerns for the Chignik/Ivanof Bay Perryville areas not
Bleeting their subsistence needs; is that correct, Ron, 9(E)?

10

11 MR. HOOD: That's correct. However, from a biological
$2andpoint, the fact that the caribou are not making
tBeirselves (sic) available not crossing the mountain range
there has nothing to do so far as we can determine with the
ability of the caribou to get there. If the caribou, if it so
those, could get there. There is no barriers, there is no
hiinting pressure, there is no reason for the caribou to go over
tBere except that the habitat does not support the large number
®% animals and the animals, themselves, choose not to go --
R8ve chosen not to go over there in recent years.

21

22 And I don't think that there's anything that we can do
28gulation wise that will increase the availability of caribou
24 the Perryville/Chignik area.

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Ivanof Bay, yeah.

27

28 MR. HOOD: Ivanof Bay area.

29

30 MR. SAMUELSEN: Those communities have expressed the

dbncern that there's guiding happening within the passes and
BBerefore the migration route of the caribou are changing.

33

34 MR. HOOD: As you remember at our last meeting over at
Néwhalen, I presented evidence from our records that does not
36pport that. And can only say that it appears to be an
IMpression that is not borne out by our observations.

38

39 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay.

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes, Robert.

42

43 MR. HEYANO: I guess apparently there used to be

g8d4bstantial numbers on that side of the range. Is it that the
AHabitat has deteriorated so such that they're not migrating
B&ck or is it just because caribou .....

47

48 MR. HOOD: Could you define substantial for me?

49
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1 MR. HEYANO: Well, substantially enough to stop the
Rigration.

3

4 MR. HOOD: Well, they're -- I have no doubt that there
have been caribou in there in the past and there will be
6aribou there in the future. There's a lot of speculation as

%o why they're not there now. Some speculation centers around
8hat some of these populations may be local in nature and have

Been reduced in numbers. Other speculation is that -- that the
t8ribou just haven't migrated -- have chosen not to migrate
ihto that area in recent years. But it's speculation, I have

h®d biological information to give you any support one way or
dfother.

%é CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions? No.

%s MR. SAMUELSEN: One.

%g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No -- okay.

gg MR. SAMUELSEN: Refresh my memory, how many guides or

pidtfitters are operating on the Pacific side over there?

23

24 MR. HOOD: And the first thing is we're talking about
P&deral lands because I do not have any control on the village
2érporation lands on that side and so I do not know how many
gidides that they might have operating on their lands.

28

29 MR. SAMUELSEN: I see.
30
31 MR. HOOD: But we have two guides on the Pacific side

833uth and west of Ivanof Bay. We have one guide in that area
wBo has no clients for caribou, no clients for moose, he only
gdides for bear. Then in the area around Perryville and Ivanof
Bay, we have one guide that is a vessel based operation. He
8hly operates on the coast. And again, he has no authorization
B3r clients for caribou or moose. And that is all of the

gfiding -- well, then to the north and east of Perryville there
38 one guide in that area that -- which is part of the area
#hat I don't believe they access into the -- in their hunting,

Bt that guide has a small number of caribou authorized and I
d43n't have that number in my head right at the moment, but it's
48ss than 10, I believe.

44

45 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. How -- maybe you could answer
4his off the top of your head. South of Pilot Point on Federal
43nds in Unit 9(E), how many guides or outfitters do we have

éBerating?
49
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1 MR. HOOD: On Federal lands on the east side, there's
2- there's five on the east side of the mountains. And then on
Bhe west side of the mountains there's five on the west side of
#he mountains.

5

6 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And these are people that register
Wwith you as guides coming into the area?

8

9 MR. HOOD: These are guides -- people who have competed

f6r those areas through the Federal process and have been
dvarded guide areas.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Guide areas?

14

15 MR. HOOD: On which we limit the amount of clients that

they may take in for brown bear and moose and caribou.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. What are those numbers then,
f8r 10 guides, how many people can they take in there and how
mlny caribou can they take out?

21

22 MR. HOOD: I apologize I did not expect this question
d3d so I don't have those numbers in my head. I do have the
Admber that they took in the last two years available -- the
Abmber of animals that they took by guide area.

26

277 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Where are they? We're talking about
28 area from Pilot Point which is .....

29

30 MR. HOOD: First let me give you the overview. In 1993
Fh all of Unit 9(E) for caribou, we had -- these guides took 82

32ients and took 65 male caribou off of Federal lands and that
38 from Becharof Refuge to Port Moller area on Federal lands.
¥4 1994 the same guides had 60 clients and took 41 caribou of
®hich one was a female off of Federal lands. And I believe the
d6curacy on this information is probably 99 percent. And if
$3u could demonstrate to me that it's not accurate then I will
B8ve the opportunity to get some more money from the Federal
G8vernment because they do pay for each client.

40
41 Now then you were asking specifically for the various
d4Rits out there and I don't have -- I find that I don't have my

d3ta easily aligned, but I'll try to break it out by that unit.
4The guide for the area around the Perryville and Ivanof Bay
4hat is vessel operated in 1993 took no moose, no caribou and
46m not even going to worry about bears, you're not interested

4 bears. The gentleman on the -- in the Stepovak Bay area
480k no moose, reported no moose and no caribou clients in both
¥8ars. Okay the gentleman in -- that hunts to the -- in what
50
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We call AKP12 to the north of Perryville -- north and east of
Perryville reported no caribou taken in the unit in 1993 and he
Book three clients and took three moose in that unit in 1993.
In 1994 on caribou again, he reported no caribou clients, no
Baribou taken and then moose he reports two clients taking two
moose in that area. Okay. On the Bristol Bay side in 1993 the
Guide that has the area -- or that we call AKP13 he took no
B8aribou and he took -- on moose he took one moose, one client,
&ne moose. In 1994 he reported that he took zero caribou and
hé also took one moose client and one moose. The gentleman
jlist to the north of him in AKP1l1l took in '93 took one caribou
32 let's see he had one client and one caribou taken. He had
t®o moose clients and he took one moose. In 1994 he took zero
tdribou and he took two clients and two moose. Moving up to
the next guide area which is kind of north of Black Lake, this
téntleman, let's see, let me get myself in the right location,
id 1993 he took one caribou client, took one caribou on Federal

18nds. He took two moose clients out and they didn't take a
h8ose in 1993. 1In 1994 he reports that he took one caribou
2Qient out and took one caribou. In 19- -- in moose he took

Phree clients out and took two moose. Moving to the north of
PRere to the Cinder River Valley, the guide that works that
dBea reported that he took in 1994, he took six caribou clients
add took four caribou out of that area. He took -- on moose he
26ported that he took four clients and three moose. This is
Bésically the Meshik -- I said Cinder River, I meant Meshik
River. 1In 1994 he reports that he took four clients -- no
P£Bree clients and one caribou out of that area and on moose he
2860k four clients and four moose out of that area. And that
gGflves you a good summary of the -- and there's maybe one or two
B&ére in here that I haven't covered but they're not in the area
BHat you all have been concerned about.

33

34 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. From -- excuse me, go ahead,
Bbbert.

36

37 MR. CHRISTENSEN: How about the Black Lake area?

38

39 MR. HOOD: The guide that took -- that hunts on Federal
48nds and I'm not talking about the guide that hunts on Native
ébrporation lands, because there is a guide that does that, he
#3830k, in 1994 one client for one caribou and he took three
#30se clients and he took two moose. Now we're talking about
Béderal lands only and these guys also hunt State lands. And
4his does not report what they took off of State lands.

46

47 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yeah. So we're getting a mixed bag
68 ......

49
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1 MR. HOOD: Right. But this is what was taken on
Pederal lands by the guiding industry.

3

4 MR. CHRISTENSEN: We see a lot more coming out of Black

bake and Wildman Lake and Cinder River than with the Federals,
& mean, you know, we never get .....

7

8 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Off of State lands?

9

10 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yes.

11

12 MR. HOOD: Right. But you can look at some of the
idformation presented in your booklet on the -- pardon me, on

tdribou on the evaluation that the subsistence staff did on the
hbmber of animals reported taken in those areas and again,
those numbers are very low compared to the herd thing. And
tHose are all animals reported in those areas.

18

19 Now you can put your fudge factors to it and try to
fflgure out how many unreported are there, but you're still
gbing to come out with a very low number of animals that are

d2tually been taken by the -- by the guided sport industry in
£Be Chignik unit. And the unguided effort down there is almost
Adéthing.

25

26 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: No outfitters?

27

28 MR. HOOD: There's no -- well, outfitters are no more

89nce 1989 when the State passed the law. We don't have any
pBoblems with outfitters. Air taxi operators that carry in
Aén-guided hunters is the big other -- the other big user. And
BHere are no operations in the Chignik that have any permits
Bom us and we can't find anybody that's operating down there
BAat we think ought to be under permit.

35

36 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other -- yes.

37

38 MR. SAMUELSEN: In AKP13, '93 there was no caribou
B8ken, was there -- and AKPll -- no, 12 and 13 there was no
é8ribou taken?

41

42 MR. HOOD: That's correct.

43

44 MR. SAMUELSEN: Was that because of a lack of

4%ailability, was there (indiscernible) conducted?

46

477 MR. HOOD: No. That's because they also have State
48nds and the low lands and the low land's available to them to
BABnt and they prefer to hunt there because that's where the
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taribou are -- more caribou are. Now I have talked to several
3f the guides in that area about the hunting in the passes
3ssue and one of those pointed out to me that, yes, he
éccasionally hunts those passes, but he's looking for caribou
Boming from the Pacific side to the Bristol Bay side and
they're usually bulls that he's concentrating on in those

Passes. They're not going that way, they're coming back.

8

9 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions of, Ron?

10

11 MR. HEYANO: The figures you gave us were for Federal

land. What's your observation on what's happening on State and
pBivate land?

14

15 MR. HOOD: Well, the best way to get at that -- do you
héve that data?

17

18 UNDISCERNIBLE MALE VOICE: Right here.

19

20 MR. HOOD: 1Is to look on Page 32 of your booklet that
g8hows the evaluation that the -- of the tickets that were
PArned in to ADF&G. They made those tickets available to the
P8deral subsistence staff. They punched in every one of those

add that gives you a summary by year of the animals taken,
28t's see, on and off of Federal lands in the unit as a whole.

2Bow do you have -- do we have it broke out by -- okay, we
ddn't have the breakout. There is another breakout that they
d8dn't include in that of the -- by the Chignik unit that

démonstrates that that proportion of the take is even
S8flgnificantly less.

31

32 MR. HEYANO: Okay. So, excuse me, if I read this right
BBere, about 52 male caribou taken for '93 and 37 male and one
fémale taken in '94 for the total in Unit 9(E)?

35

36 MR. HOOD: Now you're .....

37

38 MR. HEYANO: That's total lands or is that just .....
39

40 MR. HOOD: I'm sorry. I didn't understand the
dhestion.

42

43 MR. HEYANO: These figures, is that just for Federal
44nd or is that for all lands?

45

46 MR. HOOD: You're looking at Table 1 on Page 32, right?
47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The top of Page 33.

49
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1 MR. HEYANO: The top of 33. Oh, I see, okay, here we
go.

3

4 MR. SAMUELSEN: Down in the lower left hand.

5

6 MR. HEYANO: All right. Thanks.

7

8 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Did you have -- Robert, did
9ou have a question?

10

11 MR. HEYANO: No.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robin, did you have a question again
b# Ron?

15

16 MR. SAMUELSEN: No. I just want to note, Mr. Chairman,

1# our October meeting we didn't have Table 1. The department
08 staff was compiling that information.

19

20 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Um-hum. (affirmative) Yes.

21

22 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Thank you, Ron. Yes.

23

24 MS. SAVAGE: Susan Savage from Katmai and Aniakchak

Ra&tional Park Service Units. As you can see from the map the
Posh & Wildlife Service manages the purple lands in 9(E) and
PHe Park Service manages the blue lands in 9(E). And I have
P8t up here in a large map, Aniakchak National Monument and
R8tional Preserve. And this map also shows selected lands
which are not colored in because this action would not effect
8&¢lected land in Aniakchak National Preserve. And we will go
88 to Proposal 26(B) which speaks specifically to Aniakchak, so
E3m just showing you the land status again. Sport hunters
dd4nnot use Aniakchak National Monument, that is reserved for
B&sidents of Meshik, Port Heiden, Chignik Lake, Chignik Bay and
GBhignik Lagoon. If you would like, I have some guide data
dbout the take from guides. I don't have real recent and
88mplete information because for one reason or another, guide
B8rvest was not required in 1993, although I have data from one
66l our guides and all the data from '94 has not yet been

édmpiled.

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Would you like to give that to us?

44

45 MS. SAVAGE: Okay. Actually the data is on Page 59 in
B6oposal —-- under Proposal 26(B). And technically we have four

4gilides that are registered under limited concession permit to
d48e Aniakchak National Preserve and over the past few years,
490 of those guides have become less and less active and in the
50
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last couple of years we've only had two guides that were active
2n the preserve.

3
4 In 1990, there were nine caribou taken by guided sport
Bunters. In 1991 there were 20 caribou taken. 1992 there were

&1 caribou taken. And in 1993 one of our guides took one
Zaribou. And in 1994 one of our two guides took five caribou.
8I would hasten to add that there aren't very many outfitters
from King Salmon who take people down to Aniakchak for caribou
h@Gnting because in the fall the bulk of the herd is not in that
dtea, they're in the more northern sections and it's a very
&éRpensive place to get to. It's also a very difficult place to
&8t to. It's where the Bering Sea weather meets the Pacific
wWéather and it's often cloudy. And you can fly all the way
dbwn there and not be able to land so the access is very
defficult and very risky for sport hunters. So I don't see
tHat as a very economical feasible way to get caribou in this
dBea.

19

20 And if you have any questions I'd be happy to answer
Zhem.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions? Thank you, Susan.

BRfZe there other department heads that are supposed to address
9%E)? No more Federal, State people out there that would need
26 talk with us? We'll go to public comment then. What do we
Rdve in written form, Helga?

28

29 MS. EAKON: I thought we agreed that we wouldn't .....
30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Oh, we don't have to go to .....
32

33 MS. EAKON: Yes.

34

35 MR. SAMUELSEN: Um-hum. (affirmative)

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

38

39 MS. EAKON: So you just want to open the floor to

dfiyone in the audience who wishes to speak to this.

41

42 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: 1If anyone wants to participate they
é¢3n fill out this pink form. And the only one that we have
Bére today that has submitted a request to come before the
panel is Joe Klutsch; if you'd like to come at this time. I'm

§6rry?
477
48 MR. SAMUELSEN: After Joe.
49
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1 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Okay. You go and then, I'm sorry,
Z?ed, I've got your paper here, I didn't forget you. Thank you,
Bobin.

4

5 MR. KLUTSCH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'll keep my
6omments as brief as possible. Most of the biology of the
Northern Peninsula herd has been pretty well covered in
Previous proposals. And the same rationale that I used to
fecommend the no action on the Proposal #23 would also apply to
P@oposal #24. You'll notice in the graph in the back of my
tbmments that I gave you, you've got a breakdown of caribou
hd@rvest in Unit 9(E) roughly from 1986 through 1993. And you
t3n see that actually the level of effort and actual harvest
f4om 9 (E) has actually decreased somewhat over that period of
thme. When we worked real hard to try to get a new guide area
$¢gstem established in the wake of the Supreme Court ruling that
bV¥erturned the former guide area system, overturned it for the
$8me reason that the State subsistence law was overturned; the
t8urt felt that it violated common use principals. We worked
28al hard in the legislature for a couple of years to get a
3tate system together and simultaneously the Federal land
Rdnagers implemented their own system that kind of interfaces
23 or works in conjunction with the State system. The idea is
£6 limit the number of guides, restrict them to specific areas
adhd reduce conflicts with other users in the area and also to
P6ovide for good enforcement and careful monitoring. When the
8Ystem first came into place and was being structured, I really
BR8d some negative feelings about the amount of paperwork,
d8tivity plans and activity summaries and employee rosters and
BOw many clients by species and how many days did they spend in

Bhe field and how much on refuge and how much in preserve. The
Bark Service even wants to know how many hours a night they
8Beep. I mean this stuff is detailed. We're really boxed in

84 this. And, well, now that we get to this point in time, I'm
dbtually glad that those records are available. I think if we
60k at the guided effort in 9(E) and this is from the Federal,
33 what I believe Robert was looking at at the top of Page 33,
$8u're talking from Becharof Lake all the way to Port Moller
3st looking at a two year level of harvest here. Sixty-five
46tal caribou harvested on Federal lands in '93 and 41 in 1994.
4Ron Hood had posed the question he didn't have any idea or
#2ally didn't have a handle on why that harvest decreased in
494, I suggested to Council that it was because there wasn't a
£41]1 bear season in '94. And often times during the bear
g88ason, bear hunters will hunt caribou in conjunction with
é&ribou and so that could account for that.

47

48 Relative to the number of caribou in the herd, that, at
48ast, from my perspective seems to be a pretty minimal level
50
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df harvest. In terms of my specific activities and there's
Been some question raised about this and this can all be
documented through State contracts and through my Park Service
#ecords and my Fish & Wildlife Service records, I have them
back to 1988 when they were starting to require them, preserve
688 two moose, four caribou, '89 two moose, two caribou, '90
@ne moose, four caribou, '91 three moose, seven caribou, '92
8wo moose, three caribou, '93 two moose, one caribou and '94
&ne moose and five caribou. Preserve wise -- on the associated
t8fuge area it runs approximately the same, three and six,
three and none, two and one, three and three, and four and one.
130 roughly looking over an eight year period, we're looking at
¥3 or a nine year period a total of 20 caribou harvested on
Féderal lands.

15

16 I did request a trespass agreement with Alaska
P&ninsula Corporation going back to 1989. Ralph Angason
t8quested that I contact Johnny Christensen, which I did, and
$Poke with him by phone. He said, submit your proposal and
@8'11l review it. I maintained a trespass agreement there for,
21believe, it was two years and was not active nor did I
2espass and hunt on APC land in that front corridor. And as I
8Bate in my letter, the reason that I did that was the State
d4ea system was just being implemented then. My concern was
Phat some of the other guides who were coming down from -- all
2he way from the Arctic, in fact, would access that front
2@rridor and seek to get those trespass rights, effectively
wBat I was trying to do was cork them off. And I was willing
26 pay the trespass fee even though I didn't hunt there. Based
3 a request from the Meshik Village folks, I withdrew that
Btespass request two years ago. And I have not accessed the
32ate land on the front corridor.

33
34 Now I'm talking a lot about my relative -- my specific
dbtivities. I would make this comment and it will come up

l&ter in the 26(B) proposal that in terms of my State
8Perations plan and my level of activities, I pledged to the
B8shik Village people, I'll put in writing or any way they want
39 that I won't access any of the State land on that front
é6rridor. That's the corridor -- that's where the animals
Basically come by within strike range where you can use your
AZV's. I don't want to take my people into that area under
4Bose circumstances, anyway I don't want any conflicts with

dd4ers. That's not like I'm sacrificing a lot since I don't go
#here anyway.

46

477 I think in an overview, biologically that level of

B8rvest of adult bulls isn't going to effect the health of this
B8rd one way or the other. And it really can't be shown that
50
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it plays in this idea of this east/west migration through the

Passes. You're really looking at about a six week period when
Bhose caribou are being hunted down there and that's it. And

#he spring migrations to Perryville and Ivanof occur after

Bpril, May and -- April and May.

6

7 So something, somewhere there doesn't fit. I don't
Bnow what's going to -- or if anything will ever make those

@aribou want to go over to the Pacific side, but it doesn't
dPpear to me that at this time closing non-subsistence hunting
1% going to make them do that. And I know that State Board of
Gdme adopted a regulation that extended the caribou season
tBrough the month of April and we supported that to grant
fdrther opportunity for the spring hunt. And it also opened
the season July 1lst on that Pacific corridor further expanding
the opportunity.

17

18 I guess it's kind of like the portion of the
t8gulations that says you can hunt snowy owls in the southern
289d of Unit 9(E), no closed season, no bag limit; the only
Btoblem is there aren't any snowy owls down there. But if the
2aribou aren't there what it means is that we have to rely on
£2Be sharing tradition. I know folk, and I've read the
éstimony from the Pacific side have come to the Port Heiden
¢brridor, the folks in Port Heiden provide caribou for folks

déwn in that area. That's one way to take care of it. The
@fTher way i1s, of course, to have to go to the expense to travel
£8 an area where the caribou are. That's about the only way
2Bat I can see that you're -- that the Ivanof/Perryville
8fltuation is going to -- that you'll be to address that.

31

32 I do know that the Federal land managers have us boxed

}8 to the nth degree. And the State Commercial Service Board,
341 the players in this process are committed to see that over
B&rvest doesn't occur and that opportunities for the local
Bésidents to hunt is continued. Both of the State and the
Béderal people have, in their comments, have recommended to
B8nitor the situation and not adopt a closure at this point.
BAd I'll conclude my comments with that.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Joe, Council
#Bémbers?

43

44 MR. KLUTSCH: Thank you.

45

46 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Thank you, Joe. We -- in case
dflyone who has just come in, we do have this -- we're dealing
w8th #24 -- Proposal #24 on 9(E) which goes from just north of

4Be King Salmon drainage river all the way down to the Port
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Moller, cross over to the Pacific side just above Sand Point of
which a good percentage is Federal lands.

3

4 I don't know i1if anyone has come in and they want to
5ign-up for public comment or not, we're in that period right
how. Anyone else who might want to do public comment before
fhe Council? All right. Then we will close the public comment
Beriod. I'm sorry, I apologize for that, Ted.

9
10 MR. KRIEG: Ted Krieg, Bristol Bay Native Association,
Natural Resources Department. As you know we've had -- there's

pZoposals in to address the situation of no caribou on the
P3cific side of the Alaska Peninsula. And, well, first off I
think, you know, people have a right down there to know why
there aren't caribou there. You know, I get the feeling that
16's just kind of being brushed off as they're not there,
tHey're probably not going to go back, we don't know why so we
h8ve to do something else. Well, this is something that, you
kffow, if I remember right I think people have said for the last
20 or 15 years they've noticed less and less caribou and it
8tarted about that time. I may be wrong, but I think that's
@what I remember. You know, and the lack of any biological
28formation or other information, we've been going on local
4aditional knowledge and you've heard me say this before.
?hat's why we, you know, proposed these regulations on is the
Rbowledge of the people living in that area. One of the
2dncerns that the proposal tried to address and, you know,
#8've heard some other conce- -- or, you know, some other
£8stimony in this area, but just about the activity in the
Pésses, you know, whether they're hunting bear or caribou or
®hatever they're hunting, just because of the restrictive
Badture of those passes, 1f caribou want to go through there and

BBere's disturbance there at the time, they won't go. That's
Bhe feeling.

35

36 I guess that pretty much concludes some of the major

Pdints that I wanted to make. I've been a little bit
B8luctant, we were going to have this teleconferencing setup --
w8rking —-- I talked to people in Ivanof Bay and they were
wllling to get together and testify. One of the problems they
Bad with the teleconferencing system last time is that they
é2uldn't hear what was going on here so they were kind of in
#Be dark so I've been a little bit reluctant. It looks like
Wwhat we're setup with now is just going with the speaker phone
45 it is, it sounds like and I don't even know if we've gotten
4bhe phone to work at all. But, anyway, I guess if we could
#dke a little -- if -- I know we want to keep moving, but if we
é8uld take a break I could try to call Ivanof and see -- if
gOu'd like to hear some comments from them on this proposal. I
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tould try to call them and see if they were available right now
adnd then we could go with the best thing we've got.

3

4 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You want to take a little break and
S5ee if we could get them on the phone and then we'll take from
6ur break until Noontime? Okay. We'll take a five minute
Break and see what you can do.

8

9 MR. SAMUELSEN: Robert's got something.

10

11 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Excuse me, Robert, I'm sorry.

12

13 MR. HEYANO: Yeah. Ted, I guess, you know none of

those communities proposed any changes to the State
t&dgulations. And, you know, looking at some of the
information, you know, approximately half of the harvest occurs
©¥f of Federal land, any indication why there isn't any changes
t8 go along on the State?

%8 MR. KRIEG: I have an idea, but .....

g% MR. HEYANO: Okay.

gj MR. SELLERS: If I may, Mr. Chair.

556) CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Sure.

g; MR. SELLERS: Dick Sellers, Fish & Game. Actually we

d92d get a recent resolution from the Ivanof Traditional Council
38king the State Board of Game to close all hunting, including
Slibsistence hunting in the southern part of 9(E). And that
petition will be passed on to the board for their March meeting
BBat they'll consider at that time.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What's the geographical area that
Bbhey want closed even to subsistence hunting?

37

38 MR. SELLERS: 1It's Sandy River, Stepanoff Bay, I'm not
8fire of the exact boundaries.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Sandy River just above Moller, okay.

BD3es that effect the Black Hills caribou herd or the North
BPdninsula herd?

44

45 MR. SELLERS: It would be just the North Peninsula
Aérd.

477

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Where does the Black Hills caribou
B8rd begin, Black Hills?
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1

2 MR. SELLERS: We use Port Moller as a divide between
Bhe two herds. We've never documented any exchange between the
drea south and north of Port Moller. That's not to say that it

hever occurs. It's a tough country to monitor.

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You're just dealing with the North
Beninsula herd?

9

10 MR. SELLERS: Yeah.

11

12 MR. SAMUELSEN: Do you have a copy of their petition
#3th you or Ted?

14

15 MR. SELLERS: I'm afraid I don't, but I can probably
&ét one.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So what does the resolution say, it
38ys all guided .....

20

21 MR. SELLERS: All hunting period.

22

23 MR. SAMUELSEN: 1Including subsistence.

24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Including subsistence for themselves?
26

27 MR. SELLERS: Um-hum. (affirmative)

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's interesting. Robert.

30

31 MR. HEYANO: Yes. What's the justification?

32

33 MR. SELLERS: Again, Jjust the lack of caribou primarily
84 the Pacific side. I might comment that, you know, when I

Bhrst got the job out here, when we first started putting on
Bédio collars, in the early '80s I made real concerted effort
B3 cover the entire Peninsula. And I did several surveys on
BBe Pacific side south of Chignik and I don't have the survey
B8sults, but I did not see many caribou in the early '80s. And
ébnsequently because of the expense and the logistics, I
dtopped looking at that area just because there didn't seem to
B2 enough caribou to warrant the time and money to look at
4Bem. I mean we're talking less than 50 caribou on the
84epovak Flats in the early '80s.

45

46 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: They just don't go there?

47

48 MR. SELLERS: Well, I'm not doubting that there are
#8wer now than maybe there were in the fall 20 years. But in
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the last 10 to 12 years, there's never been any significant
dctivity that I've been able to document there.

3

4 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What is the State proposal on State
bands from Port Moller on up through '90, just off the top of
gour head, I realize you may not have them in front of you?

7

8 MR. SAMUELSEN: State proposal is no change whatsoever
for resident hunters. And it's not reflected in the State
bboklet, we're going to argue to make the .....

11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Non-residents?

13

14 MR. SELLERS: ..... non-resident season the same as it
15 up there?

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Okay. So then you're not

§B8ing along with Proposal 24 then, you oppose that on the State
18vel? Alaska Department of Fish & Game does not support #24?
20

21 MR. SELLERS: Right.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

24

25 MR. SELLERS: And one other comment, on February 3rd, I
dttended the Lower Bristol Bay Advisory Committee meeting in
Pdegik and the Egegik committee -- or the Lower Bristol Bay

gémmittee did endorse that State proposal. Actually they
£8rmally amended it to change the non-resident season. And
Bhey also did talk about the Federal proposals. One of their
Bdin concerns seemed to be the fact that if Federal lands were
320sed to all subsistence users, where would those hunters end
8P going. And, you know, this map over here makes a good
F4lustration, if they can't hunt on the purple and the blue,
Bhey're going to hunt on the white. And the villages were a
Bottle concerned whether that was going to increase the
P¥essure in closer proximity to the village, is it.

38

39 There are actually three different hot issues here.
Afid at some point and I don't know now or as we get to the
dhdividual proposals, we'll be talking about the
B2charof/Seversons Peninsula, Aniakchak and then this
88epovak/Sandy River and it gets confusing. And I don't know
44 need to go into that detail for #24, but they're kind of
4hree different hot items, I guess.

46

477 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Did you want to go ahead and very
BbBiefly mention those three hot items? Can you do it in 30
g48conds or less.
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1

2 MR. SELLERS: Yeah.

3

4 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Here's that man with the 30 second
gomment.

o

7 MR. SELLERS: 1It's real interesting that Ted would say

8hat these people have a right to know why caribou do what they
8o, I wish I had that right. I guess that's my basic comment.
10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And we'd be giving you our fees. Is
that all?

13

14 MR. SELLERS: Basically.

15

16 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any questions of Sellers?

0kay, thank you. And you're still on with testimony, Ted.
18

19 MR. KRIEG: Yeah. I do have the Ivanof Bay Council
28solution, would you like me to read the whole thing?

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No.

23

24 MR. KRIEG: Okay.

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Just summarize it if you don't mind.
27

28 MR. SAMUELSEN: Can we get copies of that, Helga, I
Raven't read it?

30

31 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: I'm sure the borough can make copies
B2re.

33

34 MR. KRIEG: Yeah. 1I've got two copies.

35

36 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

37

38 MR. KRIEG: But anyway, now therefore, be it resolved

BRat the Ivanof Bay Village Council requests the Alaska
Bépartment of Fish & Game to enforce an emergency order to
élose the Seal Cape to Ramsey Bay area of Game Management Unit
g2ction 9(E) on the south side of the Peninsula and Sandy
B3ver, Bear Creek and Wildman Lake areas on the north Peninsula
44 all commercial and subsistence hunters for two to three
¥8ars with yearly evaluations.

46

47 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Did it say Seal Cape?
48

49 MR. KRIEG: Seal Cape, yeah.
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CHATIRMAN O'HARA: And so from there on up .....

MR. KRIEG: Seal Cape to Ramsey Bay.

U W

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. There's Seal Cape right there
dnd there's Port Heiden right there.

8

9 MS. SAVAGE: Excuse me, Dan, can I make a point of
bttder? I believe that the map that you're using is incorrect.
1The location of Seal Cape is not correctly marked on that one

©?2 on that map either. Since it's in the refuge area, I'll let
R3n point it out to you.

14

15 MR. HOOD: This is Seal Cape right here. And that map
$bhows Seal Cape up here.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Let's show the Chigniks' then,
49little farther up?

20

21 MR. HOOD: Yeah. The Chigniks' are here.

22

23 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

24

25 MR. HOOD: And Seal Cape is out at this .....

26

27 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: South of Chigniks' then, okay. So it
dB8esn't go up to Black Lake?

29

30 MR. HOOD: And the Seal Cape that they're .....

31

32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

33

34 MR. HOOD: Well, this map has it misidentified as here.
35

36 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So then it goes right across from
32al Cape to Wildman, right, Ted?

38

39 MR. HOOD: Just like that.

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Right. Okay. Thank you,

8iisan, we appreciate that correction. Go ahead, Ted.
43

44 MR. KRIEG: That's all I have unless there's any
4bestions.

46

477 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions that the Council has of
T8d? Yes, Robin.

49
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1 MR. SAMUELSEN: I'd like to know what's in that
2esolution, why .....

2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay, read it to us.

Z MR. KRIEG: It won't take long.

g CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Go ahead.

%O MR. KRIEG: Okay. This is resolution 95-01, Ivanof Bay

Council. Whereas, the Ivanof Bay residents traditionally hunt
tdribou in the Stepovak Flats area on the south side of the
ARaska Peninsula and, Whereas, the Alaska Department of Fish &
Gdme biologists have identified the Sandy River area and Cinder
Rhver area as calving grounds for the North Peninsula caribou
hérd and, Whereas, the Stepovak Bay areas have been a
historical caribou calving site for the North Peninsula caribou
h&8rd and, Whereas, geographically the Bear Creek, Sandy River,
48d Wildman Lake areas are natural migration corridors to
Rfistoric caribou calving grounds of the Stepovak Flats and
2bnnecting passes to it and, Whereas, there is virtually no
2dribou for subsistence usage for our community and surrounding
28mmunities that traditionally hunt this area and, Whereas,
Phere's a great need to protect the North Peninsula caribou
281ving grounds and, Whereas, the Alaska Department of Fish &
@éme has documented a 20 percent decline in the North Peninsula
2dribou herd and a record take of caribou in the northern
88ction of Game Management of Unit 9(E) by the commercial
Rfnters, guided and non-guided is the highest on record in 1994
3fd, Whereas, if nothing is done the resource will continue to
décline depriving subsistence users of traditional use of this
B2source, now, Therefore, be it resolved, that the Ivanof Bay
¥3llage Council requests the Alaska Department of Fish & Game
B84 enforce an emergency order to close the Seal Cape to Ramsey
Bay area of the Game Management Unit Section 9(E) on the south
86de of the Peninsula and the Sandy River, Bear Creek and
Bildman Lake areas on the north Peninsula to all commercial and
88bsistence hunters for two to three years with yearly
89Paluations. Passed and Approved by a duly constituted gquorum
6fi the Ivanof Bay Village Council this 6th day of January 1995.
4Tn Witness Thereto, Archie Kalmakoff, President and attested
By Elizabeth Kalmakoff.

43

44 MR. LaPORTE: Maybe you could show us on the map, Ted,
éh the east -- or the west side where they're talking about?

46

47 MR. HOOD: They're talking about, basically the land --

4Bey're talking about that. Yeah. You could almost take a --
d48e the Chignik River drainage as the center line, anything
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$outh of that.

g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Chignik Lake; is it Black Lake?

é MR. HOOD: Taking Black Lake and .....

g CHATRMAN O'HARA: All the way to .....

g MR. HOOD: This is Wildman right here.

%2 CHATRMAN O'HARA: What's the cape there?

%% MR. HOOD: Well, this .....

%é CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No. The other side, right there.
%g MR. HOOD: Well, it's near Ilnik.

%g CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Ilnik, okay.

gg MR. HOOD: Yeah.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's interesting. I think that's a

%é4ry valid point. Any other questions of Ted? Thank you, Ted.
25

26 MR. KRIEG: You're welcome.
27
28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is there anyone else that would like

26 testify on this 9(E) proposal, closing of all taking of
g@@ribou in this area except for those who qualify? No further
dbmment? Okay. We'll close the public comment period then.
BAd what is the wishes of the Council?

33

34 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chair?

35

36 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

37

38 MR. SAMUELSEN: At the Newhalen fall meeting we had
F9anof Bay hooked up via teleconference and I think this
48sue's been coming up since last year. It's pretty evident to

& that the Perryville, Chignik, Ivanof Bay villages are not
#wéeting their subsistence needs, nor is there caribou in that

dBea for whatever reason. Staff reports present range
déterioration already may be a factor. I wish Sam Stepanoff
w&s here, he's got intimate knowledge of the area and what's
Aéppening down there. Predation might be a major problem.

W& 've had prior testimony of wolves being in the village. Who
¥8ows. But I do know that the subsistence users are not

#Heeting their subsistence needs on that side of the river and I
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think that their emergency regulation being proposed to the
Board of Game might have some -- might be valid for that
Bortion. I notice that it's only going to effect their
¥illages on the south side, it's south of Port Heiden. You
know, it's a real tough call but I do know that subsistence
heeds are not being met. They do talk about going to Port

Heiden and hunting over there. I just wish Sam was here to
8xplain it better with his long history of living down in the
8rea there. He knows that area much better than I do.

10

11 MR. LaPORTE: One question.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Tim.

14

15 MR. LaPORTE: You're talking about subsistence --
léndiscernible) they're obviously living. I mean there's moose

ddwn there, there's other subsistence resources, crab pots.
TBey could put crab pots out and that kind of stuff. It's just
that they're not meeting their caribou portions of their
280bsistence needs.

21

22 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. They're not meeting their
2d8ribou needs, but they do have the -- they have a customary
a4d traditional ruling on these caribou over all other user
gboups. And I think it's good faith on their part -- or -- to
g%en cut themselves off around their villages to try to build
PHis herd up on the Pacific side. I mean we haven't seen a
BBoposal that came from the subsistence users that says, hey,
29t us off, cut the sport hunters off, cut everybody off, let's
p6build this thing. At least, two years, three years, to see
®hat happens over on the Pacific side. And I haven't heard
d8ything in staff reports; we don't know if there's range
d8terioration, that's just a guess. I talked to Ron Hood, Ron
Béod talked to us, there's been no money, it's been a -- it's
Bé&en an idea that Ron has had working this area a long time,
B6t he's never gotten any money to do range studies. So, you
Biiow, we could take that idea and throw it out the window. We
dén't know what the hell is happening down there. But I think
®8've had enough public testimony from the villages of
BP8rryville, Chignik and Ivanof Bay, the Chigniks' and Ivanof
Bay that their subsistence needs are not being met on the
Racific side.

43

44 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: I think it's rather interesting. And
d5number of years ago when I was on the North Pacific Council
A@visory Panel that some of the people from up around St.
Ldwrence requested that there not be a commercial harvest of
B8rring. And then the people came in and I mean they came in
B92g droves and they had interpreters sit down before the panel
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



129

which was quite an ordeal and shutoff the subsistence and
gommercial of their own needs while many, many metric tons were
Being thrown away by the factor trawlers in the Bering Sea.
And, so this is only the second time I've ever seen where
people would discriminate against themselves on this resource.
6Now -- and I think this would be good for the Council members
o talk and address this proposal here before we act on it.

8

9 The line that's drawn over there from Chigniks' across
Black Lake over to Wildman, the Ilnik area out on the Bristol
Bay side on down to the end of 9(E) on Federal lands I think it
#%3uld be good -- I think it would be good to close that. The
PBessure's going to go to the State lands, which the State of
Adaska's not, at this point, made any effort to reduce bag
15mits or (indiscernible) hunts or -- that area, unless the
béard acts on it in their deliberations this year in their
pr¥oposals. But I certainly would be one that would have no
@f8alms about doing that. And then maybe treating the -- from
tBe Meshik on up to the rest of the area differently than what
@¥8're doing with this. 1In lieu of what the State of Alaska has
Rdde comment on, if we take too many -- if the guides move off
% the Federal area and into the State lands, it could impact
2Be communities along that coastline also.

24

25 So those are just my comments as a Council member.
Rébin.

27

28 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, to put something before

A8, I guess, I will move that we adopt the Ivanof Bay's
B8commendations to the State of Alaska drawing a line across
Btrom the Pacific side in the lower portion of 9(E) to just
B3rth/south of Ilnik.

33

34 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

35

36 MR. KRIEG: I just talked to Ivanof Bay and they would

B& ready like in 10 or 15 minutes if you're ready.
38

39 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: They can call anytime they want,
#w8'll talk to them.

41

42 MR. KRIEG: Okay. Well, basically the way it's setup
43 we have to call them.

44

45 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You can do that, too, if you'd like,
Wwé're going to continue on with this. Go ahead, Ted.

47

48 MR. KRIEG: Okay.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is there a second to that motion?

g MR. CHRISTENSEN: I'll second it.

é CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert seconded the motion. Okay.
Would you like to speak to your motion, Robin?

g MR. SAMUELSEN: Well, I think I put the cart before the

Borse because I think I spoke to my motion. My comments
@8rlier reflected why I made the motion on previous testimony
from the Chignik, Perryville, Ivanof Bay. Also I think that
$2nce we are a Federal Subsistence Board and this proposals
&§3ing to the State Board of Game, I'm kind of putting the cart
béfore the horse again, but what if the State adopts the
pboposal to close State lands and, you know, here we're sitting
36ying there's no problem in that area when these people have
tdntinuously come before this Council requesting that some
t8gulatory relief on caribou action be taken to try something
t& -- to try to get caribou across to the Pacific side in that
206wer portion. And I think there's plenty of opportunity in
Phe remainder of 9(E) north of this dividing line for
8dbsistence as well as sport harvest on Federal lands.

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Dick, are we within the guidelines?
25

26 MR. PASPAHAILA: Excuse me, I'm not sure that I
Aflderstand the question?

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Are we going to go to jail?

30

31 MR. PASPAHALA: If you do what?

32

33 CHATRMAN O'HARA: We're within the guidelines of .....
34

35 MR. PASPAHALA: To recommend a closure of Federal
peblic lands?

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. From that area that we -- down

88 the end of the Alaska Peninsula in 9(E)? Okay. Good.
40

41 MR. PASPAHALA: If you go to jail, I'll join you, I
giless. That's about all I can say.

ii MR. ABRAHAM: You could just take my place.

32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Robert?

2; MR. HEYANO: Maybe somebody in the staff can answer the

4fiestion, what's your best guess estimate of how many caribou
50
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We're going to be saving by implementing this closure?

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We're dealing with Federal land
Bellers.

5

o MR. SELLERS: (Indiscernible) .

7

8 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You count the resource.

9

10 MR. SELLERS: It's all habitat.

11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: It's all habitat.

13

14 MR. SELLERS: Dick Sellers, Fish & Game. I would guess

that if that whole area was closed you're probably talking
dabout a harvest of less than 50 animals, of which, probably 48
d¥e bulls.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Wow. Any other questions of --
RBbert, does that satisfy you?

21

22 MR. HEYANO: Yeah, that does. Thanks.

23

24 MR. SELLERS: 1I'd like to make one other comment. I
ghess, you know, we've recognized the concern from those
26l1lages. And I think -- hope you would appreciate that if the

3%ate thought there was a solution to this to increase the
Afimber of caribou over there that we would be leading the way.
2But I think it's kind of a parallel to the situation some of
§6u are familiar with when the area west of the Nushagak was
3losed to try to encourage caribou to move into that area. And
32 really wasn't until the Mulchatna caribou got over 150,000
BBat you saw big numbers of caribou in there. And I guess our
féeling is that there's -- there's no information that there
®was ever a huge use of that area and that closing hunting is
Géing to change the distribution of caribou in that area.

37

38 If we thought there was some way to increase the level
3% use over there, I think we'd be in the lead in trying to
pllopose it.

41

42 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You want to transplant some of the
M3lchatna herd to Stepovak.

44

45 MR. SELLERS: Well, maybe the Adak herd.

46

477 CHATRMAN O'HARA: There you go. I mean that really
#wB8uld be. You know, your other one has worked perfect.
THere's been good success to that. And -- so that's a valid
50
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duestion. Do you have another comment?
2
3 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We've

4t BBNA, have looked into that and the State and the Federal
will have no part of transferring part of the Adak herd onto
the mainland. Referring to the closure of the west of
Dillingham there -- or west of the Wood River to encourage the
Bigration for us, I look at that as exactly this, we didn't
Bnow if it was going to happen or not. But we did know that
there was no caribou over in the Togiak area, very few mingling
down from the Kilbuck herd. But we're seeing a trickle coming

tBRrough now. And the area is still -- has remained closed of
tBe -- of the Mulchatna herd crossing the river and crossing
the community at Dillingham and moving westward. So you don't
35 what I -- and on making the motion, I'd hope exactly that
#6uld happen.

17

18 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah, Sellers.

19

20 MR. SELLERS: Yeah. And I think the reason that it

Rappened was primarily due to the expansion of the herd size
add the expansion of the range. We're not going to allow the
R@3rthern Peninsula herd to expand past 15,000 if we can help
2#8. So that, you know, maybe if it got up to 30,000 they'd be
@%er there, but in the meantime, you know, there'd be massive
2é&nge destruction so we're not inclined to let the Peninsula
BRérd grow past 15,000 if we can manage that.

28

29 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. I wasn't advocating that. I was
304st saying with no hunting occurring in this area, maybe the
8%isting -- or no hunting by anybody, maybe the existing herd
w211 move over towards the Pacific side.

33

34 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions for Sellers from
Bhe Council members. Thank you, Dick. Okay. We have a --
fét's -- if we don't have any other questions or comments by
BHe Council members, let's either vote this up or down. Did
$8u have a question?

39

40 MR. LaPORTE: Just for clarification, Dan. Your

dthended motion would delete what is proposed on the proposal at
4His point then?

43

44 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yes. Close the lands taking of
éadribou, yeah.

46

477 MR. LaPORTE: And basically going for what, Ivanof Bay?
48

49 MR. SAMUELSEN: Ivanof Bay to Ilnik closure just in the
50
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gouthern portion of 9(E).
CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions?
MR. HEYANO: ©No questions, I guess.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Or comments?

OO0 JdJo U W

MR. HEYANO: The comment is that, you know, I think
18's a good idea. It's probably pretty noble on the community
®f Ivanof. I don't think the savings is going to be that
zeat, but if they're willing to try it -- the concern I have,
18 appears to be a decision that was made rather recently. It
d4dn't make it into the State or to the Federal regulation
bbdok. And there's another community involved with this

thosure. It would be kind of nice if it was possible to
$@mehow to get the .....

18

19 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Who is it?

20

21 MR. HEYANO: Perryville.

22

23 MR. SAMUELSEN: Perryville supports it.

24

25 MR. HEYANO: Well, I don't -- I only see a resolution
f£6om Ivanof.

27

28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: It would take in Perryville.

29

30 MR. HEYANO: You know, -- and I guess I just want to

Bake sure that if they do, then I probably wouldn't have any
B2Zouble supporting it. But I don't want Perryville to come

d83glued .....

34

35 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Or Chignik.

36

37 MR. HEYANO: ..... because we are taking action that

d8tually hasn't had public review, I guess. And a pretty
dPastic one, not that the idea is bad.

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Well, we're closing it to everybody
éRcept cé&t.

43

44 MR. HEYANO: No.

45

46 MR. SAMUELSEN: No. We're closing .....
47

48 MR. HEYANO: Everybody.

49
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1 MR. SAMUELSEN: We're even closing this portion off to
8ubsistence users. That's what they've asked for.

3

4 MR. HEYANO: Including Ivanof and Perryville -- the
besidents of Ivanof and Perryville.

6

7 MR. LaPORTE: Which is past the bounds of Proposal #24
8s written.

9

10 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, that closes off Chignik and
Pérryville, too, doesn't it?

12

13 MR. HEYANO: Right.

14

15 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Unless we hear from them I -- Robert,

¥Bat do you think, you're from down in that area? Do you

tRink .....

20

21 MR. CHRISTENSEN: I think they should be on
P2leconference to see if they were in contact with Chignik.
M3ybe they all intermingled together. Maybe they had their
2éuncil meeting and that's what they agreed on. Let them get a
B61d of them. It's a good idea though.

26

277 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Shall we pass at the concept if we
R8ar otherwise then?

29

30 MR. HEYANO: Yeah.

31

32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

33

34 MR. SAMUELSEN: Ted, can you not even talk to them
dhrectly?

36

37 MS. EDWARDS: We're close.

38

39 MR. KRIEG: I think we're getting there, yeah.

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: How about if we -- we have plenty of

dAformation as far as Council members now, do you want to just
¥3nd of table this until we hear from the people and then go on
44d get some information on our next proposal?, break at noon,
ébe hour for lunch and then be back? I think we have enough
daformation to act on this if we can just get a little more
dfiformation from the other communities if we're on track or not
48d we can't take too much time to do that.

49
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Peter is that okay with you? Robert?
MR. ABRAHAM: Sure.

MR. CHRISTENSEN: We have 15 minutes.

~N oo wbdh

MR. SAMUELSEN: I have a recommendation. Maybe we
Bhould go to lunch at 15 to 12:00 and come back 15 to 1:00.
We'll beat the lunch crowd and .....

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And we'll miss our phone call.
TRat's okay.

13

14 MR. SAMUELSEN: Well, set it up for 1:15.

15

16 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Let's break for lunch
t7ght now and be back here at a quarter to 1:00.

18

19 MR. LaPORTE: So be it.

20

21 (Off record)

22 (On record)

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Are we ready to come back into
288ssion, Tina?

26

27 COURT REPORTER: Yes.

28

29 MR. SAMUELSEN: Who's on there, Archie?

30

31 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Archie Kalmakoff.

32

33 MR. KRIEG: Okay. Archie, we're just about ready to
3#art, hold on.

35

36 MR. KALMAKOFF: Okay.

37

38 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: We're ready to start. Archie, can
$8u hear us?

40

41 MR. KALMAKOFF: Yes, we can.

42

43 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. This is Dan O'Hara, Chair of

#le Federal Subsistence Advisory Board. And we're dealing with
gbur resolution requesting closure from Chigniks roughly across
Btack Lake over to the Bristol Bay side which is near Ilnik on

g@dur resolution, right.

48

49 MR. KALMAKOFF: You're getting cutoff here -- the
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teception, okay.

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Which mike is he dealing with.

4

5 MR. EDWARDS: Actually if you step away from your mike,
that seems to be getting in the way.

7

8 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

9

10 MR. EDWARDS: So i1if you can just speak loudly away from
the mike.

12

13 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Can you hear me?

14

15 MR. KALMAKOFF: You're hearing me on there, we're

tétting some bad cutoff here, we can't hear you at all.
17

18 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Can you hear us? Can you hear me?
19

20 MR. KALMAKOFF: Yes, I can.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. We're interested -- we have
Y3ur proposal for the resolution closing off the -- from

Chignik across Black Lake, the Ilnik and on down to Port
M6ller. And we were wondering if you wanted to speak to your
2ésolution before the Council board today?

27

28 MR. KALMAKOFF: Yes, we would. The first thing of all,
29d like to know what resolution is that, I don't recall any
Bésolution including the Chigniks there. All we're looking for
2% closure between Ramsey Bay and .....

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, yeah, it's below Chignik.
34

35 MR. KALMAKOFF: Seal Cape.

36

37 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. That's good, you're right.

BBat's the one we're dealing with. Have you checked with
Bérryville or anybody else to see what their thoughts were, did
4hey go along with you or what do you think?

41

42 MR. KALMAKOFF: Well, we've talked to them over the
pBone. I've talked with the council members over there and
4ley agree that we should -- should close down this area to all
gdtbsistence and hunters, okay.

46

47 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Thank you. We do have

#Be other Council members here today and I'll see if they want
48 ask you any questions, okay, Archie?
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



137

1

2 MR. KALMAKOFF: Okay.

3

4 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Anybody else?

5

6 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yes.

7

8 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay, Robin.

9

10 MR. SAMUELSEN: Archie, we have a number of proposals
béfore us and we're on -- this is Robin Samuelsen and we're on
Pzoposal 24. And if we adopt the closure from Seal Cape to
R38msey Bay then it -- does that take care of Proposal 26 in
24F), the drainages -- the proposed regulation is for 9(C),

hbdose and caribou, the drainages of Sandy River upstream from
$éndy River Lake and all drainages into Stepovak Flats? Are

¥3du aware -- well, I don't know what page it's on there, but
18's on our Page 61.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Can you hear us okay?

21

22 MR. KALMAKOFF: Yeah. You're cutting off there again,
@& can't -- we can't pick you up at all, okay.

24

25 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah, okay. Does -- if the Council
ddopts the closure from Seal Cape to Ramsey Bay area under
Proposal #24, does that take care of -- in your estimation,

d8es that take care of Proposal 26(C) also? Do you have a copy
8% 26(C) in your possession?

30

31 MR. KRIEG: Yeah. It looks like we lost them.

32

33 MS. EDWARDS: I think we need to call them back.

34

35 (Off record)

36 (On record)

37

38 MR. SAMUELSEN: I'd like the staff to look at Proposal
38(C). I think it's -- it's my understanding that if we adopt
4His amendment in the lower portion of -- south -- the southern
pobrtion of 9(E) .....

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Dave.

44

45 MR. SAMUELSEN: ..... it will take care of Proposal

26 (C) .

47

48 MR. FISHER: That's correct.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. That's correct. All right.
30 that's fine. Okay. Are we going to try again to do
Something.

4

5 MR. LaPORTE: Does that include moose?

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No.

8

9 MR. SAMUELSEN: No, no.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Caribou only, not moose.

12

13 MR. LaPORTE: Proposal 26 (C)?

14

15 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah.

16

17 MR. KALMAKOFF: Hello.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is that you again, Archie?

20

21 MR. KALMAKOFF: Yes, it is. I -- we got cutoff there
2dmpletely that time.

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Robin wanted to ask you a
g@bestion on 26(C). I'll give him the floor, okay.

26

277 MR. SAMUELSEN: 1I'll try again here, Archie. 1If we
d8opt the proposed amendment closing Seal Cape to Ramsey Bay in
£Be southern portion of 9(E), there's also another -- your

Bfioposal 24, there's also another proposal, 26(C) dealing with
Bhe Sandy River drainage area, Stepovak Flats. 1It's a little
d2fferent where it lists moose and caribou. But I think that
BBe staff has alluded that if we take action on 24, 26(C) is

Bdsically taken care of. Is that your assessment, do you have
Bboposal 26(C) in front of you?

36

37 MR. KALMAKOFF: Just a minute here. Can you hang on

£8r a minute, I'll try to find the proposal here? You were
88ying that the 26(C) was the same as Proposal .....

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Twenty-four.

42

43 MR. KALMAKOFF: Would you repeat your question again?
44

45 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. If we adopt the amendment

ébosing Seal Cape to Ramsey Bay under Proposal #24, in your
é3timation would 26(C) also be taken care of, staff has
48dicated yes?

49
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1 MR. KALMAKOFF: Can you tell us what 26(C) is on?
2
3 MR. SAMUELSEN: 1It's on Page 61 and it's asking the

proposed regulation Unit 9(E), moose and caribou, the drainages
6f Sandy River upstream from Sandy Lake and all drainages into
Btepovak Flats within the Alaska Peninsula Wildlife Refuge are
Zlosed to the taking of moose and caribou except by qualified
Blaska rural residents. That's what 26(C) says. In the
follow-up, in 26(C), additional information provided by the
b@iginator, you only talk about problems with caribou, there's

hd mention of moose anywhere in the justification. So I assume
tBe villages down there are concerned about the -- the
idmediate concern is the caribou populations?

14

15 MR. KALMAKOFF: Yes, that's true.

16

17 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. Thank you.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Anything else, Archie? Archie,
dfilything else.

21

22 MR. KALMAKOFF: No. We don't have anything at this
£3me, okay. We'll be here.

24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Thank you very much. We appreciate
Y6ur comments. Can we go back then on record, Tina, are you
2éady to go.

28

29 Okay. Any other questions or comments by the Council?
3What's the wishes of the Council members.

31

32 MR. SAMUELSEN: I think we have a motion on the table.
33

34 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Call for the question.

35

36 MR. CHRISTENSEN: What is the motion?

37

38 MR. LaPORTE: Could you restate it?

39

40 MS. EAKON: It was to adopt Ivanof Bay resolution.

41

42 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman.

43

44 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

45

46 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, I move that .....

477

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I thought we had a motion on the
£%00r.
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MR. SAMUELSEN: We do. I'll clarify my amendment. I
hink it was an amendment to 24.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right.

MS. EAKON: Good.

OO JdJoy Ul N

MR. SAMUELSEN: In Unit 9(E), the southern portion,
tlose all Federal land south of Seal Cape to Ramsey Bay area.
11

12 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Not Seal Cape.

%2 MR. SAMUELSEN: No. Seal Cape's in .....

%2 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. That's right.

%; MR. HOOD: The actual Seal Cape is .....

%8 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah, yeah. You're right, sorry.
Qkay. You got the resolution, you can do it -- Jjust .....
g% MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. Close the Seal Cape to Ramsey

Bdy area of Game Unit Section 9(E) on the south side of Alaska
25 of the Peninsula on the Sandy River, Bear Creek and Wildman
Péke areas on the North Peninsula .....

g; CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is there a second?

%8 MR. SAMUELSEN: ..... to all commercial and .....
g% CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Excuse me. I'm sorry.

gz MR. SAMUELSEN: ..... and subsistence .....

gg CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Use of caribou?

g; MR. SAMUELSEN: ..... use of caribou.

28 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: 1Is there a second to that motion?
j% MR. CHRISTENSEN: I seconded earlier.

22 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. All right. Then this

dbendment for clarification is okay with you? Any further
dfscussion on this, yes, Robert.

47

48 MR. HEYANO: Question to the staff. I guess if this is
d48opted by the Federal Board, is there going to be some way to
50
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fhonitor the effects of this, plus or negative down in that
drea?

3

4 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: If the Federal Board passes it,
ou'll find a way.

6

7 MR. HOOD: That is the correct answer. The reality is
8hat we have limited law enforcement funds and limited officers
8nd so we will be attempting -- we will attempt to patrol it.

Afd we will also implement it as far as any of the big game
dhides that have permits in that area, we will eliminate the

tdribou client off of their permits. But I would also point
o8t that there's major portions of that country that is
$élected lands that is not Federal -- it doesn't fall under

F&deral lands and, of course, the State. And if the State does
hét follow along with your regulations we may have some other
discussions.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yes. That remains to be seen, yeah,
dPpreciate that. And we are only advisory in nature, Ron. You
Rhow, the Federal Board may say, well, I'm sorry, we're not
gding to do that. But this is what we're going to recommend to

2Bem if this motion passes. So thank you. Any other
@destions? What's the wishes of Council? Call for the
dbestion.

26

27 MR. ABRAHAM: Question.

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All those in favor say, aye.
30

31 IN UNISON: Aye.

32

33 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

34

35 MR. LaPORTE: Aye.

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. One opposition.

38

39 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman.

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

42

43 MR. SAMUELSEN: With the adoption of the amended

44nguage, I would hope that the appropriate Federal agency or
p&ople would go to the Board of Game meeting in March since
46's the wishes of this Council to align ourselves to a
practical extent to a State regulations that that area -- the
d%enue of cooperation is a two-way street, not a one-way
g8reet. And I'd like our comments to be brought forth to the
50
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Fame Board when they make their decision.

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We have the remaining part of 24 to
deal with. What's the wishes of the Council? Yeah.

5

o MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, I think we've addressed,
you know, they wanted to close all 9(E) and I think with the
8mended language we were able to identify the hot spot area in

9(E). Certainly it wasn't my intentions to get a portion of
?2QE) passed, the southern portion that we just passed and then
thdve on to further restrict the other user groups in 9(E). So

I2don't have any further action that I'm proposing on Proposal
23.

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert.

16

17 MR. HEYANO: Yeah. I don't know if it has to be formal
&a8tion, Mr. Chairman, but I think it's -- whoever's going to be

T8presenting the Federal side of it at the State level, if it's
dPpropriate we should support the recommended change that the
départment's going to have for remainder of 9(E) for the non-
?2sident, which I heard is one bull caribou and the season
d3tes from the 10th of August through October 31st.

24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: As recommended by the Lower Ugashik
R@visory Board?

27

28 MR. LaPORTE: Lower Bristol Bay.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Lower Bristol Bay, I'm sorry. So

$obur wish is not to leave the proposal as is, Robin, did you
88w want to eliminate 24 and leave it to status quo from last
y8ar?

34

35 MR. SAMUELSEN: No. What Robert says is -- I agree
woth Robert. We should carry forth the changes we made earlier
ddwn into the lower unit of 9(E), right?

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, what are they then?

jg MR. HEYANO: What are they?

jg CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

ié MR. HEYANO: What I heard from .....

ig CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Sellers?

ig MR. HEYANO: ..... Dick Sellers is that and this was
50
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dupported by the Lower Bristol Bay is that the non-residents
@would go to one bull caribou from August 10th to October 31lst,
S8ame as what we did in 9(C).

4

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Status quo with the reduction of the
fate October hunt; is that where we're at? Okay. We have a
Zepresentative from the Port Heiden area and we need to hear
gour views on that, too, Bobby, to see what you think?

9

10 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Well, I'd leave it like we did 9(C).
11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That would be okay with you; you'd be
$38tisfied with that?

14

15 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Um-hum. (affirmative) We'd still
héve that April hunt.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Okay. Do we need a motion

tBen or status quo? No, we're going to have to have a motion
21 order to get that lower deal, let's Jjust make a motion and
2lean it up and go with it.

g% MR. CHRISTENSEN: I make a motion to pass #24.

gé MR. SAMUELSEN: As is amended?

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: As is amended?

gg MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yes.

gg MR. SAMUELSEN: Second. Same language that we used on
BHBe previous page.

gz CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Everybody satisfied with that, does
8%erybody understand that?

gs MS. EAKON: I don't.

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Pardon me?

jg MS. EAKON: I don't understand what you're doing.

83uld you please explain to me what you're doing?

ii MR. SAMUELSEN: Flip that back one more time, Helga.
32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Robert Heyano will explain.
2; MR. CHRISTENSEN: That's the same thing we got.

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



144

1 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: As we did in 9(C), Helga, it's a
g8tatus quo.

3

4 MS. EAKON: Okay.

5

6 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions by the Council
members?

8

9 MR. CHRISTENSEN: I think what it used to be is five

t8ribou and one bull and now what all we're doing is four,
four, you know, I don't see no problem.

12

13 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. No problem.

14

15 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. The remaining Unit 9 .....

16

17 MR. LaPORTE: And that once again deletes the shaded
dea?

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Taylor, do we got a problem?

21

22 MR. BRELSFORD: Mr. Chairman, I think we're uncertain

@WHether Robert's motion was to adopt this same change on the
284dbsistence hunter's caribou season into 9(E) or if he was
26ferring only to the bottom paragraph there which is the
3bate's proposed new restriction on non-resident hunters and
2He Council wants to offer their support on that bottom portion
£8r 9(E) as you did previously in 9(C).

29

30 MR. HEYANO: Can we ask Dick Sellers?

31

32 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yes. Dick, would you mind coming up,
PRease and helping us. Talk to us.

34

35 MR. SELLERS: The State staff proposal is to retain the

8f%isting resident hunting season in 9(E), no change for
B@sidents. And the way it's written in the book is there's
38so not a change for non-residents, however, my recommendation
W8s to reduce the non-resident season to August 10th through
@8tober 31st with a one bull caribou limit. That was endorsed
By the Lower Bristol Bay Advisory Committee and formally put in
4Heir minutes so that hopefully it would be on record and we
#w3uldn't get into this problem that they had at the Board of
Bdsheries with proper public notice. There is that little
éboud hanging over it because in this red book it reflects no
ébange at all in 9(C), so there's that little bit of easiness
4Here whether there's going to be proper public notice on a
p8oposed change to the non-resident season.

49
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1 MR. SAMUELSEN: So it's just the lower portion then?
2

3 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. But that's okay.

4

5 MR. SELLERS: That's for all of 9(E).

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any other questions of
Bellers?

9

10 MR. SAMUELSEN: So your motion only includes the lower
pdrtion or do you have a motion?

12

13 MR. HEYANO: ©No. It includes 9(E), right? Yours is
fér 9(E) for non-residents, .....

15

16 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: That's right.

17

18 MR. HEYANO: ..... one bull caribou, August 10th to
08tober 31st?

20

21 MR. SELLERS: That's my recommendation as a manager,
Réwever, it didn't get incorporated into this red book. It's

2d3so the recommendation of the Lower Bristol Bay Advisory
gémmittee.

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. The Lower Bristol Bay, okay.
27

28 MR. HEYANO: That's what I would -- I move we adopt for

99E) non-residents, one bull caribou, August 10th to October
30st as a recommendation from this body to the State Board of
Game.

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: On 9(E)?

34

35 MR. HEYANO: On 9(E).

36

37 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is there a second on that motion?
38

39 MR. SAMUELSEN: Second.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions you might have of
82llers or Dave?

43

44 MR. LaPORTE: Question.

45

46 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Question's been called for? All
4Hose in favor signify by saying, aye.

48

49 IN UNISON: Aye.
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1

2 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

3

4 (No opposing responses)

5

6 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I'm going to show that it's
dnanimous. Thank you. How about 26(C), can we deal with that
8ne? It's already been -- just the caribou part of it.

9

10 MR. SAMUELSEN: 26(C)?

11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Can we deal with it easily?
13

14 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, unless you have people

that want to comment, I'm prepared at this time, based on our
p6ior action to make a motion.

17

18 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

19

20 MR. SAMUELSEN: Helga, or somebody needs to clarify
what we can do here.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I guess, the only thing we would have
26 have is probably public comment to make sure that -- if
Phere were written comments, it's gone into Tina. And I might
26k before we -- we've already had by departments and

Biologists talk to us, if there's no other new information, I
gfless we're going to be dealing with, Ron, Dave, Sellers? Do
@8 have anybody requesting public comment and I don't want to

l8ave Ted out because I know he has all the numbers here. If
yodu'd like to address that, Ted?

32

33 MR. KRIEG: I think on this one I'll just pass based on
Ble .....

35

36 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What you gave earlier 1is
8dtisfactory?

38

39 MR. KRIEG: Right.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No other public comment? We'll close
piblic comment period then and if you have a motion, Robin,
wa'll go.

44

45 MR. LaPORTE: Do we want moose listed on there at all?
46

47 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No. We're only dealing with caribou.
48

49 MR. LaPORTE: But still .....
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1

2 MR. CHRISTENSEN: It says moose and caribou, we should
put the Wildlife refuge closed the taking of caribou.

4

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

6

7 MS. EAKON: That would be your first amendment to the
proposal, okay?

9

10 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Um—-hum. (affirmative)

11

12 MR. LaPORTE: Okay.

13

14 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: If there's moose in the area we don't
#&nt to cut them off from taking that.

16

17 MR. CHRISTENSEN: They -- they cut them off according
t8 this.

19

20 MR. HEYANO: I guess maybe some discussion would be

Rélpful, Mr. Chairman. I think if it's the intent of this
2dmmittee to leave moose status quo, then we took care of the
28ncern of the caribou by adopting the amended 24 based on the

2¢anof Bay Council resolution. So I guess maybe some
dhscussion here what some of the committee members want to do
Bécause it's my -- because if we don't want to deal with the

mdose then we could probably either take no action or oppose
28(C), but I think we took care of the problem on the caribou,
B8t not necessarily moose.

30

31 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So we don't need to deal with the
ddribou part of it and then when we come to 26(C), we'll deal
®#3th the moose part of it?

34

35 MR. CHRISTENSEN: No.

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: No?

38

39 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yeah. We've already dealt with the
é8ribou.

41

42 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

43

44 MR. CHRISTENSEN: We'll leave this status quo and let
4hat take as is -- just leave the caribou as is, right?

46

477 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

48

49 MR. CHRISTENSEN: I mean the moose as is.
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MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

U W

MR. SAMUELSEN: Based on the board's previous action on
Proposal #24, the amended language closing a portion of 9(E) to
811 hunters and looking at Proposal 26(C) and the additional
9nformation as provided by the originator, you know, there's
tBree paragraphs there and they're all dealing with caribou.

Nd mention of moose. I asked the question of Archie Kalmakoff
fZom this area whether the amended language of Proposal 24
#%#3uld take care of Proposal 26(C) and he concurred on the
téleconference. There's been no indication that these people
dbe having -- that these people are not meeting their
$6bsistence moose needs, so I'd recommend that based on our
pPrZior action that Proposal 26 (C) be tabled.

%g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is there a second?

gg MR. CHRISTENSEN: I'll second it.

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Second that. All right. Any other
2émments from the Council?

52 MR. HEYANO: Don't we got to vote on this?

g; MR. LaPORTE: Yeah.

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No, tabled.

gé MS. EAKON: You do vote on a table.

gz MR. SAMUELSEN: It's non-debatable, but you vote.

52 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: We do?

g; MS. EAKON: You do.

28 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. All those in favor say aye.
jé IN UNISON: Aye.

ii CHATRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

22 (No opposing responses)

2; CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. It's tabled.

49
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MR. HEYANO: Can we debate it?

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No. You can't debate.

adwbdh -

MR. HEYANO: Well, I think we should oppose it.

Because 1f the board adopts it it's going to be open to
Gualified rural Alaska residents and that's not what we said in
8ur first one. That's the only thing I had. 1It's a lot
@ifferent. But, you'll be there, you'll be at the meeting.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, what they're going to do .....
12

13 MR. SAMUELSEN: It doesn't matter to me whether we
tdble it or oppose it.

15

16 MR. CHRISTENSEN: TIt's clearer to oppose it and I'm
¥711ling to bring it up for reconsideration.

18

19 MR. SAMUELSEN: I think we all know our intent here.

BOt if it's going to get mixed up in the shuffle. I guess the
Péople to ask are staff that's going to be giving this report

d2ong with .....

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: To the Federal Board -- either you or
25will be there.

26

277 MR. SAMUELSEN: I think they have the same question we
as.

29

30 MS. EAKON: So 1is that okay?

31

32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Do we have an interpretation of the
Bdle?

34

35 MS. EAKON: No. We're fine.

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Is everybody satisfied with
BHis then or do you want to discuss it a little bit more and
B8ke sure we're -- Robert, give us again your thoughts on .....
40

41 MR. HEYANO: Well, Mr. Chairman, I think what we did in
#He Ivanof Bay Resolution is significantly different from what
28 (C) wants to do. It addresses moose and caribou, but, you

#dow, I think the Committee, through discussion, from what I
gather is not willing to take up moose, but 26(C) asks for --
what we did was close it to all take and 26(C) asks for
4ilalified rural Alaska residents to be able to harvest caribou.
480 think that's a difference than what we did. But I assume
40me representative of the Committee will be at the Federal
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Board meeting and make sure that by tabling it what our actual
Zntent was.

3

4 CHATRMAN O'HARA: When I asked to address 26(C) along
with 24, it was just to cleanup the proposal. We don't have to
éddress the caribou part of 26(C); is that right? Does
gverybody understand that?

g MR. SAMUELSEN: Um-hum. (affirmative)

%2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Because we addressed on 24 with the
t@solution from the Ivanof.

%2 MR. LaPORTE: Explain it.

%Z CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. 26(C) 1is going to still remain

tHat there be no taking of moose in that area, unless it's by
t8t qualified individuals, right? Is that to be understood?
19

20 MR. HEYANO: All right.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So we're clear on that?

23

24 MR. SAMUELSEN: So we should oppose it then instead of
2&bling it.

26

277 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Do you want moose to only remain c&t,

P2Bat's the question or do you want moose to remain status quo?
29

30 MR. SAMUELSEN: To me status quo was .....

31

32 MR. CHRISTENSEN: So they could continue to hunt, you
BBow.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, that's why I thought we should

36y, well, the caribou would then take care of 26, but the
B@dose part of 24 needs to be either, yes, we will give c&t to
BHese people or, no, it stays status quo.

39

40 MR. CHRISTENSEN: We give c&t to local.

41

42 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Robin, what do you -- do you
dB3derstand what I'm talking about?

44

45 MR. SAMUELSEN: Staff, I think you got to come up and
Bélp us out here. They already have a c&t on moose and caribou
477 these villages.

48

49 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Oh, they do already have it.
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1

2 MR. SAMUELSEN: And they -- they already have it. And
Would it clarify .....

4

5 MR. FISHER: Wouldn't you oppose the moose part of
B6(C) 2

7

8 MR. SAMUELSEN: Would it clarify what we've .....

9

10 MR. FISHER: Do you want the status quo?

11

12 MR. SAMUELSEN: Would it clarify to staff that gives a

pBesentation to the Federal Subsistence Board if we oppose this
p#doposal and give our justification or tabling it; which one
#buld you prefer?

16
17 MR. FISHER: Well, I guess —-- maybe Taylor can help me
bd8t, but I'll start out here. I guess you could -- if you

%8uld oppose the moose part, the caribou part's already been
28ken care of in the other part .....

21

22 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah.

23

24 MR. FISHER: ..... but if you oppose the moose part of
28 then that would revert back to status quo as the regulations
@Wére —-- or what the current regulations are.

27

28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Opening it up for everyone?

29

30 MR. FISHER: Like it is now.

31

32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Status quo is opening it up for
88eryone, all user groups?

34

35 MR. FISHER: Um-hum. (affirmative) Like it is right
Aéw.

37

38 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Taylor.

39

40 MR. BRELSFORD: Mr. Chairman, all of your motions would
B& in the form of recommendations to the Federal Subsistence
B3ard. You've made a positive recommendation for an amended
RPRoposal #24.

44

45 CHATIRMAN O'HARA:

46

47 MR. BRELSFORD: We're now looking at Proposal #26(C).
48

49 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The caribou part of it.
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1
2 MR. BRELSFORD: Correct. And moose, it had both
8lements in 26(C). 1In tabling it, you are recommending to the

BFederal Subsistence Board that they table or take no action at
this time. And your comments indicate that your reason for
that had to do with having addressed the caribou portion in a
Previous recommendation, your recommendation on #24 and that,
8n effect, you believe the moose issue has been handled
Sufficiently, that it's uncertain what was meant -- what was
f8quested in the proposal since the justification statements
411 focus on caribou. So I believe the tabling would be taken
bY the board to mean that you wanted no action on 26(C). That
¥3u felt you had solved the problem with your action on #24.
I# you were to vote it down, oppose it, on record, by a vote
ahd state your reasons, I think it would mean the same thing.
The recommendations would equal the same thing before the
F&deral Subsistence Board.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So we're okay.

20

21 MR. HEYANO: Okay.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Everybody happy?

24

25 MR. HEYANO: Yeah.

26

27 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right.

28

29 MR. HEYANO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

30

31 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Helga, what do we have next here,
$25°?

33

34 MS. EAKON: Twenty-five.

35

36 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Dave, are you on for #257?

37

38 MR. FISHER: What I'm going to do on -- Mr. Chairman,
3%9d like to address 25 and 26 together. They both deal with
#He same area. The staff analysis starts on Page 44. This

proposal was submitted by the Egegik Village Council and the
BZ2istol Bay Native Association. And what Proposals 25 and 26
w3uld do would close Federal public lands to the hunting of
#hdose and caribou by non-qualified rural residents on the
8&versons Peninsula ad the Island Arm area. All these lands
d6e within the Becharof Wildlife Refuge.

47

48 And if you'll turn to Page 52, -- 51 and a half, I
4fiess, the map there, you'll see the exact areas that we're
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talking about. And the -- I believe which is fairly accurate,
urrent land status of that area. Is everybody kind of on
Bine?

4

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. We got it. It doesn't say
Beversons Peninsula written on the Peninsula.

7

8 MR. FISHER: That's my fault. I put the map together,
? will correct that for the next meeting.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative) You see that
12ttle peninsula going to the west there, right there -- okay,
43 you see that little peninsula, got it -- okay.

14

15 MR. FISHER: In order to kind of speed things up today,
I611 bypass on the caribou. We've pretty well discussed that.
17t's the -- the animals in that area are part of the Northern

ABaska Peninsula herd, we've discussed that. And I'll give you
38rt of a little briefing on the moose population.

20

21 The overall moose population in 9(E) is stable. And
2Re moose population in this area is stable, too. In reviewing
g88me of the survey data that the refuge has done, there's been
24 over the last four years there's been -- it looks like
8bhight reduction in some of the large bulls in that area and I
Phink that goes in line with the fact that the -- the hunting
A¢tivity in the area, particularly the Island Arm area is
28creasing. However, the moose density and the bull/cow ratios
dPe within management objectives. Residents of 9(4), (B), (C)
3d (E) have cé&t use for moose in 9(E). Moose do play an
Fhportant part in the general subsistence harvest in those
@dmmunities.

33

34 This proposal is a expansion of Proposal #30(A) if you
Bémember our meeting last year. And it's also an expansion of
Béquest for reconsideration #94-06. Those two proposals dealt
8Pecifically with the Seversons Peninsula. Basically, I guess
wBat we have, we don't have a real biological problem, we have
39%public use problem in that area. The refuge did some
#wOnitoring in '94 and they started in mid-July and went through
dhat first week in October. There really wasn't much activity
43 that area until that first week in September when the rapid
BAildup of hunting caps occurred in that Island Arm area.

THere were very few camps on the Seversons Peninsula, I think
héybe three -- two or three to be exact. Most of the hunters
#hat arrived in the Island Arm area were taken in by air taxi
éPerators and soon as the moose season was over with the camps
Ww8re gone by September 23rd.

49
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1 So basically the conclusions that the staff has come up
@with, the work that the refuge has done indicates that it's not
Beally a guided problem, but it's an air taxi problem with
#hose air taxi operators bringing in unguided sports hunters.
Bnd I think Ron will possibly address some alternatives that
bhe's considering for helping this problem.

g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Before Ron comes, Council
Blembers, do you have any questions of Dave?

%2 MR. FISHER: Pretty brief. But if you have any.

%% CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We're familiar with it.

%é MR. FISHER: Okay.

%g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert is the new one on board.

%g MR. CHRISTENSEN: But the board's advising me.

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So you're familiar with it?

gg MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yeah.

gé CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You are, good. Ron Hood, would you

26ke to come up and we have some questions we'd like to ask you
afld maybe you have some comments you'd like?

28

29 Before Ron starts, if you've just come in and like to
B8ke public comment, you certainly can fill out a form and as
®& come to the proposals that you might be interested in, we
w8uld be real interested in you having an opportunity to make
p8blic comments on the proposals as we come to them. Ron.

34

35 MR. HOOD: Ronald Hood, Refuge manager for Alaska
Béninsula Becharof National Wildlife Refuge Complex. Before I
8%art, Helga, I presented you —-- or gave you a copy of a letter
BBat I received from a resident that lives in the Kejulik River
¥alley and I faxed that to you earlier and I'm not sure whether
#hBe Council has seen that letter.

41

42 MS. EAKON: It was too late to send them a copy.
H3wever, we did receive it at the office. And Bill Nower did
gée it. He's in charge of .....

45

46 MR. HOOD: 1Is the Council aware of that letter?

47

48 MS. EAKON: No. I didn't have time to pass it on.

49
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1 MR. HOOD: And I failed to make any extra copies of the
2etter. But I wanted to make sure that it's from Mr. Phil
Shoemaker who lives in the Kejulik River Valley year-round and
Be's also a professional guide in that area.

5

o For the Council's interest, I'll point out the blue
drea over on the map shows what Proposals #25 and 26, 25 is the
8- what I call 25 west. It is the western side of the
Seversons Peninsula plus the lands on that side. And then we
h8ve 25 east, of course, 1is the east side of the Peninsula.

Noéw last year at the Federal board meeting in November I was
dl2Zrected to prepare a discussion or options for using 810 of
ANICLA to address this issue at the refuge level. And that's
w¥Aat this briefing paper that I've presented to you covers.

Ahd just briefly I summarized the monitoring program for
Bécharof Lake that we undertook last year and I'd like to go
bdVer what we found.

18

19 We found 22 camps in the Becharof Lake area and that's
1 the bottom of the first page. Eighteen of those camps -- or
dhe of those camps was on Seversons Peninsula at the east end
% it. The remaining 18 camps were concentrated throughout the
23land Arm area. And there's a map on the back that shows
@Where the locations of those camps were at. We -- the refuge
8baff contacted 46 hunters, all were hunting moose with caribou
46 an alternate target. Four hunters identified themselves as
2&sidents of Egegik and were hunting with non-resident friends
£8om out of -- and all these non-resident friends were from
2@t-of-state. Ten were Alaska residents, non-c&t users and 32
W8re non-residents. Eight of the hunters were transported to
Bheir hunting camp by boat from Egegik. Six were transported
A private aircraft and the remaining 32 were transported there
By air -- commercial air taxi operators operating under special
d34e permits from the complex. The camps started to move on to
Bhe Peninsula on September 6th. By September 10th most were
Bbhere. By the end of the State moose season on Sept- -- we
8Hecked on September 23rd, all of these were gone.

38

39 Now as part of our monitoring of the hunting activities
4l the Peninsula, we also made observations on caribou
hbvements. And as we were starting we noticed -- we observed
é%er 5,000 caribou crossing the Egegik River in early July.
THis is actually slightly before we started our monitoring
périod. And during the July 15th to October 4th monitoring
p&riod, we did not observe any significant movements around
Bécharof Lake. And as I reported at our Newhalen meeting, just
42 we were getting read to go to that meeting we received a
#48port that there were 3,000 caribou in the Burls Creek,
B8atherly Creek area which is on the west side of the south end
50
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of Becharof Lake.

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Right across from the Seversons
Peninsula.

5

o MR. HOOD: Right. In fact, it's that blue area and

Just south of that blue area on the west side is where we're
8alking about. We made a flight out there to check on this on
October 21st. 1In that area under -- under question we observed
éfRtensive tracking and the tracks appeared to be moving off to
the north west along the south shore. And we observed
dpproximately 500 caribou up at the south west end of Becharof
L8ke. So it appeared to us that that major movement of caribou
#ént up the south end of the lake and I assume went around and
tbossed on the west end of the lake.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: They went down by Kejulik Mountain
da8d just down along the shore line to the west and then went
dPound by Egegik River?

20

21 MR. HOOD: That's correct.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And then on north?

24

25 MR. HOOD: Yes. Now we did not observe them cross

Phere, but we observed the tracks moving in that direction and
83w the 500 caribou at the west end of the lake there.
28

29 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

30

31 MR. HOOD: We also checked carefully to see if any
ddribou had crossed over to the -- using the Seversons

B&ninsula to the east side or the Little Narrows, a little
Bdrther to the south in that same area and we observed no
Bbacks indicating that there had been major movements.

Béwever, we did observe a small herd of about 100 caribou that
3pPpeared to have just swam from the small island and the Big
N8rrows area to the Featherly Creek side. They were laying on
BBe beach there in that area resting and, in fact, two of the
BQOlls at the rear end of the group got up and ran back the way
dhey came, Jjumped in the water and swam back to the island.

AfAd also we observed a small group of caribou on Seversons
Bdninsula itself on the other side of the island as if they
Wwére getting ready to swim toward the island, although that's a
BAYpothesis or speculation on my part.

46

47 So basically we did not find any evidence to support in
4894 any major movement of a caribou across Seversons
B8ninsular either at the Seversons Peninsula or at the Little
50
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Narrows where it would've been another obvious location for
Phem to cross.

3

4 We did observe local caribou movements. And I think
that there's quite a bit of local caribou movements across that
érea. During our monitoring, I also -- we -- every time we saw

d caribou or a moose in that area we made note of it. And our
8bservations were on 8/12 there were two caribou on the island
8t the Big Narrows. On 8/30 there were two caribou observed on
$6versons Peninsula. On 8/31 there was one moose on Seversons
Péninsula and 10/21 observed 100 caribou resting on the shore
h2ar Featherly Creek and then the two bulls swimming back and
tBen the small group on Seversons Peninsula.

14

15 But moving on down through the discussion, it appears
té6 us from what we've observed during moose season out there,
¥& don't have a biological problem, we have a conflict between
h8er group problem. And we have one option that we can
&Qercise locally and will exercise at the refuge on air taxi
dPperators. And I -- if you look at the bottom of the second
Bage, something I call complex option and I'll read this.
R2aska Peninsula/Becharof Refuge Complex will take positive
ddtion in 1995 to reduce the opportunity for conflict between
#én-guided clients of air taxi operators and subsistence users
28 the Island Arm area of Becharof Lake. Through
2Bplementation of Section 810 of ANICLA, we will take one ore
Bdre of the following actions. One, limit the number of
8Pecial use permits issued to air taxi operators authorized to
d8liver clients into the Island Arm area Becharof Lake; two,
Fflmit the number of parties, clients authorized for the Island
Btm area during the September 1 to 20 Federal and State moose
88asons; three, limit the access points that air taxi permit
B38lders can utilize to south of Becharof Creek on the east side
84 Island Arm and south of Featherly Creek on the west side;
dhd, four, close access to the area to all air taxi permit
B6élders during the September 1 to 9 time frame.

37

38 And I am coming to you today asking for some guidance
88 what this Council believes would be the proper way or mix of
4hese to implement in that area to reduce the conflicts that
Aave been going on. And this is what I was going to present in
édr earlier -- if we had gone by our normal agenda items. But
B3sically, that's what I have to present, in the actions that
wé are going to take at the refuge level.

45

46 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Is that it Ron?

47

48 MR. HOOD: Yes.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Thank you. Any questions of Ron,
Yes, Robin.

3

4 MR. SAMUELSEN: In response to your question number

bne, Ron, limit the number of special use permits to air taxi
6éperators authorized to deliver clients to the Island Arm area;
Wwhat kind of reduction are you looking at?

8

9 MR. HOOD: Well, that's -- that is one of the reasons
that I am here. To get some advice on how many we should allow
td operate in that area, one, two. We, through 810, I have the
hdmmer to close it down if it is so needed. I do not feel like
%8 need to go that far, but I do know that we need to make some
$4gnificant reduction in the amount of air taxi clients that
dbe delivered down there. But I also want to point out that

b6r action on air taxis will not reduce the -- or will not
1imit sport hunters who access the area through private
d8rcraft or through -- by boat from Egegik. Because they are
d8cessing the area without taking a -- using a commercial
dPerator that requires a permit from us.

21

22 MR. SAMUELSEN: One more question, Mr. Chairman.

23

24 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

25

26 MR. SAMUELSEN: Did you have a meeting with the
2&8sidents of Egegik on this issue?

28

29 MR. HOOD: I -- no, with the residents -- I met with
Bhe board -- with the Lower Bristol Bay Board and tried to get
8bme input at that time. Frankly, I failed to get any
82gnificant .....

33

34 MR. SAMUELSEN: Lower Bristol Bay Advisory Committee?
35

36 MR. HOOD: That's correct.

37

38 MR. SAMUELSEN: But you haven't had a meeting with the
B8sidents of Egegik?

40

41 MR. HOOD: No. I have not.

42

43 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The village council or anything like
4Bat, you haven't met with them?

45

46 MR. HOOD: No, sir.

477

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any other questions of Ron?
49
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MR. CHRISTENSEN: A solution.

MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

~N oo wbdh

MR. SAMUELSEN: This is again that I feel it was a
proposal put in by the Traditional Council of Egegik, I don't
Bnow, you know, I can't sit here and in all honesty tell Ron
¥hat number I think is the right number. I think that Ron and
hlis department and the residents of Egegik need to sit down and
t@me up with a compromising number where both user groups could
hB8ilize this area and not disenfranchise the subsistence users.
14

15 MR. HOOD: And we do plan to move forward in that.
Bécause we need to meet with both the user group, the air taxi
bperators and get their council and we also need to get with
tBe local user's council on that.

19

20 MR. SAMUELSEN: 1In the other regional council meetings
Phis issue has come up time and time again, under different
Aédimbers, but it's been a conflict between user groups. As Ron
BR3s stated, there's no biological justification, it's just
Phere is too many non-guided hunters in this area. And the
8tbsistence users out at Egegik felt that they were being
d6iven off a traditional and historic use site which is the
3&versons Peninsula. And if Ron is happy that -- or if Ron
PBinks that these four steps here will definitely result in a
28duction and is willing to go work with the traditional
d6uncil of Egegik to come up with a number here, you know, I'd
Badther go that route. Because from what I understand from the
B@sidents of Egegik that there's always been hunting down there
B8t it wasn't until we seen this big spike of non-guided hunts
BAat the problem resulted. Ron, is that a pretty .....

35

36 MR. HOOD: Well, it's more complicated than that. 1In
BHe late '80s there was a buildup of the outfitters that we've
p8ferred to using that area and that was where the conflict
w8s. We managed to solve that issue by implementing our policy
é big game guides and the State passing -- changing their law
dfh defining what was outfitting and what was guiding. That
#@8solved that issue. Now we have a new issue that has
g8rfaced. And that is the air taxi operators delivering non-
gdided clients into the area and, frankly, in large numbers in
4994.

46

477 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And the reason they do that is, for
éfie thing, they can get in there. There's a lot of places in
B8charof you can't get into, the Bible Camp and maybe down to
50
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the Dunes and Egegik River and that's about it even on floats.
2And so the Featherly/Seversons Peninsula, you get in there
Bhere's protection, you've got two streams that are excellent
£ishing, you've got a lot of moose and mostly likely caribou,
50 that -- it's going to be the favorite spot to go. That's
§oing to be the targeted area.

7

8 Now it's this Council's responsibility not only to deal
#ith the biological problem, but when the sports entity and the
tQt users do have a conflict, it's this body's responsibility
td deal with that issue also, aside from the biological
pZoblem. That's where it gets a little more binding. And if
¥3u want to go ahead and get some satisfaction from Ron and
E4egik Council to solve it and come back here in another year,
that's fine. I think it probably could be worked out providing
there's some way you can reduce the numbers, Ron.

17

18 MR. HOOD: Well, I .....

19

20 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: And that's .....

21

22 MR. HOOD: On the air taxi clients, I can reduce the
Admbers. On the non-guided private air, that's a whim of
Adture -- a whim of their own thing. And so we have the

Bbtential to resolve this issue and then suddenly have another
26sue thing. But at this time, we have identified that it's
PHe air taxis and their clients that appears to be the problem
4a8d we can resolve that issue.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any other gquestions of Ron?
f&ah.

32

33 MR. LaPORTE: Just one comment. As a board here

BAough, as long as the subsistence needs are being met, is it
8br jurisdiction to start messing with conflicts between user

gboups.
37
38 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. That's our job, isn't it,
Baylor?
40
41 MR. SAMUELSEN: In Section 810 it is.
42
43 MR. BRELSFORD: Well, I .....
44
45 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's the unpleasant part of your
46b.
47
48 MR. BRELSFORD: I think there was a first part of Tim's
gfiestion, 1if subsistence needs are being met .....
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MR. LaPORTE: Yeah. If subsistence -- yeah.

SN

MR. BRELSFORD: ..... then you don't mess with that. I
Bhink perhaps your view is that the information suggests that
Bubsistence needs are at risk in some respect, that there is a
Zonflict that impacts the satisfaction of the subsistence
fleeds, that's why you're addressing some solutions.

9

10 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I'm not sure that subsistence needs
dte being met in the Seversons area by the local people of
Egegik. And that's about one of the few places they can go to
t3 deal with subsistence. Yeah.

14
15 MR. CHRISTENSEN: From a resident of Egegik they say
that they -- he's been going up there for 10 years and the last

fé@w years he's been running up there and he gets so discouraged
®8& all the other hunters around there that they just turn
dPound and go home and it's the same issue we talked about in
0r advisory meeting. And he's looking for help from Ron and
A%. We can come up with better solutions, let's say like throw
28 a 10 permit hunt, you know, (indiscernible) down 30 more
Rinters out there. But, no, they have been filling their
8d4bsistence needs down there.

25

26 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: They have been?

27

28 MR. CHRISTENSEN: They have been .....

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

31

32 MR. CHRISTENSEN: ..... -— they haven't been filling
BBeir .....

34

35 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Oh, they haven't been.

36

37 MR. CHRISTENSEN: He said they haven't been.

38

39 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Well, okay. Thank you, Ron. If

4hHere's no further gquestions, we have other public hearing to
43ke place on this. And let's see, I don't think we need the
g2ate of Alaska unless, Sellers, you got a burning issue you
#w3nt to deal with on this, no, okay. Does the Council members
Bdve any questions of Sellers? Okay. And then are there other
départment heads that need to address this? So let us go to
peblic hearing. And Ted, would you like to come and make
égmment? We have John Eckert who's signed up also. And, Joe,
¢8u're going to be addressing this issue, too, are you?

49
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MR. KLUTSCH: Three sentences.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

adwbdh -

MR. KRIEG: Ted Krieg, Bristol Bay Native Association,
Hatural Resources Department. I think to start out I've got
Zopies of a letter here written by Charlie Kelly and statements
By 13 residents of Egegik that have signed supporting this.

Phis is when it was still Proposal -- well, this is Proposal
30 (A), the Seversons Peninsula, but these additional two
ptroposals, you know, also -- surrounding both sides of the
$8versons Peninsula refer to the same issue. So I've got
t3pies of this and I'll pass those out. And there's some good
1dformation here. I guess what I would like to do is just go
dbhead and read it also into the record.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Are you going to read this whole
¥8lume?

19

20 MR. KRIEG: Well, it's only one and a half pages, the
dthers are the signed statements.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We don't have that much time.

24

25 MR. KRIEG: Okay. I guess to start out, too, you know,

46 we've already established it's the non-guided hunters. The
Rinters, you know, that may be flying in on their own, it
dB8esn't seem like it's a guided hunter problem in this issue.
29

30 I'll just read the whole thing and once again, this was
®ritten for the Federal Subsistence Board meeting that was held
Back in November when Proposal 30(A), the Seversons Peninsula
PBoposal was revisited by the Federal Subsistence Board.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Go right along.
36
37 MR. KRIEG: Charlie Kelly, Subject Proposal 30(A). I

w811l not be able to attend the hearing in Anchorage. I
gfderstand that you will be able to read my testimony as to why
Z0support Proposal 30(A). The Seversons Peninsula, Island Arm
dfea traditionally has been the hunting grounds for the
gdiibsistence users of Egegik. The area was used so much so that
é3bins have been built and Native Allotment claims are located
44 the area.

45

46 The efficiently mobile sport hunter, guided and non-
gilided have taken over the area. The local subsistence user 1is
gBeatly upset by the sport hunters way of hunting the caribou
4Ad moose. They have no respect for the animals. They use
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dirplanes to spot the animals and in some witnessed cases
dctually use their aircraft to herd the animals. When they
8hoot the animal it is shot in the front quarters as to not
#uin their prized possession, the antlers and cape. I have
8lso witnessed the sport hunter taking the antlers and cape out
f6irst then going back for the meat, many times the sport hunter
#will say the bears got the meat when in reality they had no
8ntention of recovering the meat. If a sport hunter takes any
fleat the only parts that are taken is the back strap and de-
bbned hindquarters, the rib cage, front quarters, heart, liver
athd tongue is left in the field.

12

13 When a subsistence hunter takes a caribou the animal is
3ot in the heat utilizing all caribou parts, heart, liver,
tbngue, the whole carcass. Subsistence hunters never lose meat
té6 the bears. The only part of the caribou left in the field
12 the head, lower legs, lungs and intestines.

18

19 Local hunters are disheartened by the tent city of
8Port hunters that they will see in the Seversons Peninsula,
23land Arm area. They know that the competition is so great
2Rat they most likely will not be able to get their winter
88pply of meat from there. It also sickens them to know how
mdch actual animal is taken and how much more will be left to
@w&ste. The specie of caribou in the Island Arm area is
dofferent from those migrating across the Egegik River. The
P@xture and taste of the meat is so much more superior than the
d8her caribou which has interbred with reindeer, that is why
PBe local subsistence user hunts the caribou in the Seversons
Béninsula, Island Arm area.

31

32 The existing cabins in the area are being utilized by
BBe sport hunter, when traditionally they were used by the
84bsistence hunter.

35

36 Guided and non-guided sport hunters, when they don't
711 their moose harvest ticket they stay longer to fill their
38ribou harvest tickets. They are staying longer so they don't
F8ave empty handed, displacing even longer the subsistence
Alnter.

41

42 Seversons Peninsula needs to be closed so the caribou
higration will not be interrupted. There are so many sport
Adnters and their camps on the south shore that it is impacting
#bhe caribou crossing at the Narrows. Ten and 12 years ago I
wéuld see caribou crossing, my family and I would camp in the
d¥ea, get our winter supply of meat and go home, now it is a
#8re site if you see caribou crossing there. You can see on
4Be ground the caribou migration trails from the south side
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thainland through the island to the Seversons Peninsula, they
Aumber about a half a dozen trails. Their (caribou)
Impressions in the ground are eight inches to a foot deep,
#hese show their migration route and that is where they cross.
5And then the following pages are signed by 13 residents of
Bgegik.

7

8 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Did you have any further comment to
Bhat, Ted?

10

11 MR. KRIEG: ©No. Unless there's questions.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Anyone have any questions of Ted?
THank you very much.

15

16 MR. KRIEG: You're welcome. Thank you.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Joe, did you want to make -- you're

$9gned up for comment on 25; do you wish to make a comment?

20

21 MR. KLUTSCH: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Just briefly, this is
a7 interesting concept as far as the solution that Ron Hood is
BBoposing. It may have long term ramifications, it could cause
mére or less of a domino effect. If these transporters don't
2hoose to act responsibly, they may seek out other areas on the
2éfuge, other areas in the lake system to take what they're not
dkle to take in this area. So I would urge that the Fish &
WR1dlife Service be prepared for a possible shift in pressure
286 other areas where maybe similar things might occur.

30

31 And then I'll just conclude by saying that the refuge
Bople documented that there were a number of Egegik residents
Binting with non-resident friends in this area that were taken
BlBere by boats. And that seems a little inconsistent if they
dben't meeting their subsistence needs why somebody in the
$6llage would be doing that but that's something I suppose they
wduld have to look at themselves. But I think the Fish &
B8ldlife solution is a step in the right direction. Thank you.
39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: When the people go into Becharof
Liake, the shelter is on the south side. And going up into the
g2versons Peninsula you get into that south, Ron, you're
#3miliar with it, that's about the only place you can really go
44 and spend time and camp with a boat and not have it swamped
dbring the day, so they're going to go there. That's where the
é6nflict is going to be at. And it's not going to go away
4rtil it's fixed.

48

49 And so, John Eckert, you said you -- did you want to
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thake a comment to this.

2

3 MR. ECKERT: I'm not a very eloquent speaker. Mr.
€hairman and board members, I've been following this
S5ubsistence program for a couple of years now. And it seems
there's always a conflict between the Federal and the State.
Nobody can decide who's going to be boss. And I have a problem
®1ith the word, subsistence. I'm a subsistence user, but I make
940,000.00 a year and I get a sport license and I can go buy my
h8at in a market. I'm in competition with the people that have
dllifestyle, not a subsistence style but a lifestyle. And I
b2lieve it's time that we should change the Federal regulations
t3 support the people with a lifestyle. You take New Stuyahok
d4d up north here and down in Egegik and those places, they
@6n't have government jobs like we do here. They don't have
461 kinds of economy that we have, so they don't live a
$lbsistence style, they live a lifestyle.

18
19 The people here have a subsistence style of living.
MBst of you people have a subsistence style of living. If you

Rave a lifestyle and you're living out in the bush, why you
22ve off the land. And the subsistence word is what's the most
28nfusing problem that we're having with this program. If the
Péderal -- the Natives are Federal controlled, they should be
fhder Federal control, not State. And I don't think the State
8hould be telling the lifestyle people when they can have a
Biece of meat to eat.

28

29 If I was a Native living in New Stuyahok and I have 10
8hildren, the subsistence laws are closed, hunting season's
3losed, what am I going to feed my children if I wasn't lucky
8Aough to get a moose or a caribou or go 300 or 400 miles to
g8t a seal or something. What am I going to feed my children
34 a moose comes through the village and I shoot it, they put
B& in jail. That's not fair. That's his lifestyle. This is
what he uses to feed his family. So I think we should change
BHe word from subsistence to lifestyle for the Natives through
BHe whole State of Alaska, not just here in southwest Alaska.
B8 got 29 villages here, one or two are exempt but the rest of
4hem are lifestyle people. And you keep pushing this word
glibsistence and then you have Anchorage bucking it tooth and
Adil because they want to come out here and glean all of the
B8st caribou with the horns and everything else, leave the meat
44 rot. Those are the things that we should close down. And I
#hink the Federal government should have that authority on
#hese Federal lands, stop some of that stuff. The State says
4Hey'll stop it, but they never control it, they never observe
wBat the hell's going on. They don't go out in the field and
d9rest people when they're reported. I mean what the hell are
50
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You going to do with them? If we're going to have those kind
3f people protecting our rights and as the quality of our herds
dnd the quantity of them, then let them do their job or take
dnother job that they're more capable of doing. They've been
beported to do a lot of things against the -- that the people
did against the law and they have never even had the knowledge
%o report what they did about it, not a word, no response from
8hem.

9

10 This is wrong. So I think the word, lifestyle should
b&é implemented instead of subsistence for the Natives of Alaska
p2riod. I think that would settle some of our problems between
tBe Federal and the State. Thank you.

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Thank you, John. Any other members

6 the public who want to do public comment on #25? Okay.
Weé'll close it to public comment and what's the wishes of the
B8ard? Yes.

19

20 MR. SAMUELSEN: I'd like to get Ron back up and ask him
dlquestion, Mr. Chairman. Ron, in the Proposal #25, in
ddditional information in the last paragraph on Page 40; it
283ys the Draft Alaska Peninsula/Becharof Wildlife Refuge
PAvironmental Assessment prepared by U.S. Fish & Wildlife
36rvice contains five alternatives. Alternative B would manage
2he Alaska Peninsula/Becharof within -- Alternative B describes
8&nsitive wildlife areas and would recommend that areas within
dfie-half mile of key caribou crossings at Becharof Lake be
2%0sed to sport hunting. The Narrows formed by the Seversons
Béninsula is one of those crossings. Due to the fact that the
B1S. Fish & Wildlife Service has identified the Seversons
Béninsula adjacent to the caribou crossing for closure, the
B3S. Fish & Wildlife Service has acknowledged that a problem

8#ists and should be addressed. Is that a correct statement?
gg MR. HOOD: 1It's like reading a chapter or a verse out
8% the Bible and basing a church on it.

gg MR. SAMUELSEN: So it's in the eyes of the beholder?
jg MR. HOOD: You're familiar with the planning process I

4 sure. And in the planning process you develop alternatives
43 be analyzed and evaluated and a decision to be made from.
That comes from one of the alternatives that we developed,
é%aluated and did not select as a preferred alternative and
dhplement.

47

48 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. And the follow-up question
dfder, I think you said 81072
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% MR. HOOD: Yes. Section 810.

2 MR. SAMUELSEN: And for my sake and the Council's sake,
Bould you reiterate what 810 says?

g MR. HOOD: Not from memory, sir.

g MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay.

%2 MR. HOOD: We have to do an evaluation on any

tdmmercial activity that we issue a special use permit from.
ARd evaluate its impact on subsistence, both on the opportunity
fér take and the viability of the resource. And normally we
@bébn't have -- we do not find a problem or have not in the past
féund a problem on air taxi permits, but here we have
ddcumented evidence that we have an issue and so we have to

t&ke positive action. Does that -- fuzzy enough for you?

19

20 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions of Ron? Do you
R3ve a question?

24

25 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yes.

26

27 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. I'm sorry.

28

29 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Any ball park numbers that you're
36oking at for the reduction for the air taxi -- or what type
8% number are you looking to reduce the .....

32

33 MR. HOOD: Off the top of my head I would say two to

BAree air taxi operators and perhaps three to five parties in
Bhe area. But I'm seeking some counsel on that.

36

37 MR. CHRISTENSEN: How many people are we talking about
38 that was implemented?

39

40 MR. HOOD: If a party is four people, that would be 12
pé&ople.

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: And this is on the mainland or the
géversons Peninsula?

45

46 MR. HOOD: It would be the Island Arm area. And
Bdsically that would be the Seversons Peninsula south. And you
w811l notice that we did -- or propose to make the Seversons
BP&ninsula a no landing zone or as far as commercial -- or as
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



168

far as air taxi operators are concerned.

% CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's good. Go ahead, Robin --
éxcuse me, Robert you have the floor.

Z MR. CHRISTENSEN: No, no.

g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No. You got the floor.

%O MR. SAMUELSEN: If the board -- Council adopts Proposal

2%, can you show us on the map, Ron, what's available to the
h@dn-subsistence users in that area; what area?

13
14 MR. HOOD: (Indiscernible) and I take no action, it's
this small area right here. And then a few people can -- will

bé around the rest of the lake, but it's these (indiscernible)
afld this is what we're looking for is good moose hunting
t8untry. This is basically where we're at. And then, of
t8urse, there are a few locations in the Kejulik River Valley
2lmited access points.

21

22 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. So they'll still have access to
2Be vast majority of the lake there .....

24

25 MR. HOOD: Oh, yes.

26

27 MR. SAMUELSEN: ..... and that surrounding, the non-
88bsistence users?

29

30 MR. HOOD: Correct. I would point out that on the west

8ide, over here, if you look at your books, there are large
dkounts of selected lands in there unsurveyed, plus one five
33re Native allotment. I will have a great deal of difficulty
84forcing a regulation on the west shore line.

35

36 MR. SAMUELSEN: One more follow-up with Ron, Mr. Chair.
37

38 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Go ahead.

39

40 MR. SAMUELSEN: Ron, i1s that Native allotment being
déased presently?

42

43 MR. HOOD: I can't speak to that. It's the wife of
d4ck Meyers that owns it.

45

46 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay.

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Ron? Thank you,
B8n. Okay. What's the wishes of the Council?

50
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1
2 MR. SAMUELSEN: I don't know how to approach this Mr.
Bhairman. But, you know, I'd like to see a -- I guess you

#iight call it a step-down approach to this proposal. And I'd
bike to give Ron the Council's blessings to implement a
feduction and try to reduce the user conflict between
Fubsistence and non-subsistence users. However, if the meeting
Between Egegik residents and Ron is unproductive and they can't
8gree on the four steps presented to us, then I see no
dlternative then for adoption of 25. But I don't think
ddoption of 25 is necessary at this time if we could achieve
parts of one through four.

13

14 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Robin, what kind of a time
fhame are we looking at? I mean we're acting here as a .....
16

17 MR. HOOD: We will have a decision by April 30th that's
aBout the time we issue special use permits. So we will have
t® have this resolved by April 30th.

20

21 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: If we don't -- all we can get out of
@WRat your comments -- saying right now, Robin, is would be to

BR3ve Ron go to Egegik and reduce the pressure to a certain
Admber, okay? If Egegik doesn't want to do that then you can

85111 reduce the pressure, you can do that -- you have that
pébwer to do that?

27

28 MR. HOOD: Yes.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. That's fine. But we don't
Bave another shot at dealing with this issue. If we just give

32 to Ron today, which is fine, I would have no problem doing
BBat, we're not going to have an opportunity until next year
®hen we come back to deal with this again because we're not
Gbing to meet again before the Federal Board meets is what I'm
8éying. Right, Helga?

37

38 MS. EAKON: Right.

39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So this is a one shot deal, which is
#ine. I have no problem with Ron going down to Egegik, in

#2ct, 1f I knew the time he was going down I'd love to go down
#w3th him as chair of the Council and talk with them and see if
wé can get something resolved.

45

46 We take this to the Federal Board and they turned us
43wn last year and gave us a justification, but we haven't gone
dfiywhere with it. So I guess the next best step would be then
48 probably for someone to -- from the Council to assign this
50
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to Ron and see if we can get the problem reduced. If not, come
Back next year and take a good hard look at it and then we got
Bo go back again saying, we're just going to close it down to
ésgt, we'll do it. Yes.

5

o MR. HEYANO: Well, I think there's two issues here, Mr.
Chairman. There's that -- one what I'm hearing is, at least,
8ne board member says that -- and I tend to go along with it

9s, I'd like to see if Ron can work out one through four with
the community of Egegik. And I guess if that's not possible,
then I'd like to have Ron to go ahead and work up one through
f3ur by himself to see if that, in fact, would reduce the user
¢dnflict. And I think, you know, we could come back next year
dd4d revisit this. I would prefer this type of action over
what's in Proposal 25 at this time. And, you know, if it
dléesn't work, then I think we could take a look at it or go one
¥dy or the other.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Did you have a comment, Robin?

20

21 MR. SAMUELSEN: I was wondering if staff had any
23mments?

23

24 MS. EAKON: Well, we did -- if for some reason, Ron and

2he residents of Egegik couldn't reach consensus, you do have
dh option to present an RFR to the board when they meet in
Riilgust. That's an option you might take.

28

29 CHATRMAN O'HARA: I never thought of that. Any other
36mments, yeah, Tim.

31

32 MR. LaPORTE: Just one comment here. I ——- I'm a little

d3sappointed that there aren't any representatives of the user
G#oup that we're discussing here to comment on them themselves.
3Bnd I'll just go on record so when they read this, the
Bb6ansporters and air taxis need to be here and represent
BHemselves so they can see what we're up to here, too. And I
38ree with Ron -- I mean I agree with the concept of lowering
BBe use by permit system or whatever. What usually happens is
when an area gets so concentrated like that, the air taxis
ghould start regulating themselves anyway. I mean seeing the
dflount of people in the records here that were in there, I
#Bink 30-some non-residents, I mean there sounds to me like
4hlere's 40 or 50 people camped in one small area there and
4hat's not really a quality trip for any one of the hunters,
#égardless of sports or subsistence or anything else. So you
#hight as well go to Anchorage and hunt in downtown.

48

49 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Go visit Binky. Sellers, do you want
50
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to come up and address us?

% MR. SAMUELSEN: I wouldn't even want to hunt like that.
é CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Are we going to do a motion?

g MR. SELLERS: Mr. Chairman.

g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

%2 MR. SELLERS: Dick Sellers, Department of Fish & Game.
12've just got two thoughts. One is a possible alternative, in

tBat, right now local subsistence users have a 10 day head
$tart, their moose season starts September 1lst, State season
$barts September 10th. And I think it was documented that
there was virtually nobody in that Island Arm area until
$@ptember 6th when air taxis started deploying moose hunting
t8mps. If there's some -- I don't know what the timing of the
h@nting is from Egegik, but there's a potential to open the
80bsistence season even earlier to give them even more of a
Réad start, maybe even finish their hunt before anybody starts
£3 bring in non-locals. That's one thought.

23

24 And the other thought is, again, as Joe Klutsch
méntioned, are we going to get into a domino situation where
Phese air taxis, instead of going to the Island Arm or taking
RAdose hunters over to Nakeen or up into the Branch River and
88arting to conflict with subsistence users from a different
¥91lage. You know, just another thought to keep in mind.

30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Dick? Thank you,
3Ppreciate it.

33

34 Wishes of the Council?

35

36 MR. HEYANO: Yeah. Mr. Chairman, I think Dick Sellers'
Bdint is exactly it. In my experience, people don't quit

B&nting, they move to other areas. And in this case, if
BRere's X amount of people who won't be able to use this area,
4hey're going to find a different area to use. But to me,

#hat's -- to me at this point that's the preferred -- one
#Hlrough four is the preferable alternative to what Proposal 25
43ys.

44

45 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Let's make a motion.

46

47 MR. HEYANO: Okay, Mr. Chairman. I move we reject
BP8oposal 25. And that we -- I move that we reject Proposal 25
£8r the one -- for the complex option presented to us by the
50
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Alaska Peninsula/Becharof Refuge one through four. And have
Ron attempt to work with the community of Egegik to implement
8ne through four and if that's impossible or if there isn't any
Zesults to that then have the refuge implement one through
bour.

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Could you add one more thing to your
Botion, and that's what Helga said, that we could come back to
Bhe Federal Board and do what in August?

10

11 MS. EAKON: A request for reconsideration.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Would you mind putting that in so

that if it couldn't resolve and everything disappeared we
tbuld, at least, come back and address the issue again?

16

17 MR. HEYANO: In August -- well, the way I look at it,
M8. Chairman, I don't have any trouble doing that, but I think
bfe way or the other, with or without the community of Egegik,
file through four is going to be implemented.

21

22 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

23

24 MR. HEYANO: And we won't actually know until September

b whenever that season is over if one through four worked or
neét.

27

28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Do you want to second that
A8tion?

30

31 MR. SAMUELSEN: Second.

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Discussion.

34

35 MR. ABRAHAM: Question.

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Question's been called. All those in
B&vor say aye.

39

40 IN UNISON: Aye.

41

42 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

43

44 (No opposing responses)

45

46 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Passed. Break time, five
#Binutes.

48

49 (Off record)
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1 (On record)
2
3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So we have before us 26, which is

what the Council would like to just read into the record that
Wwe would make a motion that 25 and 26 actually are the same.
&s that right Council members?

7

8 MR. SAMUELSEN: Um-hum. (affirmative)

9

10 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Should we address 1t in the form of a

hdtion so that we can be clear on that? Are you ready Mr.
M3tion Maker.

13

14 MR. HEYANO: Okay. Mr. Chairman, I move that the
lhtent that Proposal 6 (sic) -- the request in Proposal 6 1is
l@entical to .....

17

18 MR. SAMUELSEN: Twenty-six.

19

20 MR. HEYANO: ..... 25.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

23

24 MR. HEYANO: And that we combine 25 and 26 together
@hth our actions and justification.

26

277 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is there a second?

28

29 MR. SAMUELSEN: Second.

30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Now before we act on a
Bdtion. I don't know -- the only other person who signed up on
BBis proposal is Ted -- no, no, he's on 26(A). And Joe said he

34 Joe we will give you an opportunity to do public comment if
$6u feel like you want to.

36

37 MR. KLUTSCH: On 26 .....

38

39 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah, okay. We got you for 26(B).
Afly more discussion?

41

42 MR. HEYANO: Question.

43

44 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All those in favor say aye.
45

46 IN UNISON: Aye.

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

49
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(No opposing responses)

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Now we're on 26(B). New team members

U WN
0]
=
()

MS. EAKON: Helga Eakon, Coordinator for this
Jubsistence -- Federal Subsistence Council. Proposal 26(B) was
Bubmitted by the Bristol Bay Subsistence Regional Advisory
Qouncil. And it would close Federal public lands in the
Afiliakchak National Preserve to the taking of moose and caribou
é%cept by qualified rural Alaska residents. On Page 5 of your
hdtes of the October meeting in Newhalen, you will -- I'm
$3rry, on Page 4, you will note that the Council did take
détion on this proposal. This had been a tabled Proposal
36(C). And at the October meeting the Council did adopt this
p6oposal and they based it on teleconference testimony of local
$libsistence users that their needs weren't being met. However,
48 that meeting we did not have moose data and -- which we do
h8ve, thanks to Susan Savage. Would you like to hear this
RBose data?

21

22 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

23

24 MS. EAKON: Okay.

25

26 MS. SAVAGE: I guess as a little preview , what I would

27ke to show again, I don't know if we had a good map at the
28st meeting. But the area that we're speaking to, this is
BAiakchak National Monument Preserve, the Monument is here, the
Bfteserve is here. And the area that's -- this also preserve,
Bt these are selected lands that will not qualify under
®Ratever action you take here.

33

34 And my impression of the use by most subsistence users
35 that most subsistence users access Aniakchak Preserve from
Bbhe water and in through the bays. So their access for moose

3fld caribou under the Federal subsistence program is a little
B&t limited because the actions that take place from Federal
3@bsistence proposals will not effect .....

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. I want you to keep going but
pidt your hand to where most people take the animals, by the
wdter?

44

45 MS. SAVAGE: No. My impression is that they get
Abiakchak on a commercial fishing boat or by boat. And they
d¥ea accessing the Preserve from the Pacific side into the
B&ys.

49
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1 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Chigniks and Kodiak?

2

3 MS. SAVAGE: Well, Kodiak is not Federal subsistence
dser for this area.

5

6 CHATRMAN O'HARA: That doesn't mean they don't take
fheir seiners over there and get animals though.

8

9 MS. SAVAGE: Exactly. Right.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

12

13 MS. SAVAGE: But there is low lands in here and this is
@#4sy access. The capes are very rocky and the exists are very

dhfficult. But if you choose to act and support Proposal
26(B), you'd be closing non-subsistence hunting in this area,
bt not necessarily in the area that's white.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Area white belongs to who?

20

21 MS. SAVAGE: 1It's Federal land, but it's not public
2and. It's under Federal management, but it's not public land

88bject to the green book. It is subject to the regular State.
24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is that Native selected lands that
Bésn't been transferred yet?

27

28 MS. SAVAGE: Yes. Right.

29

30 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So you're the keeper of it, but it's
8iibject to Stat regulations, right?

32

33 MS. SAVAGE: Right.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Continue on, please?

36

37 MS. EAKON: Okay. And the preliminary staff

d8nclusions is that the moose population is currently stable.
BRat the Federal and State biologists aren't aware of any
#@8ctual evidence to indicate that the moose migrate from one
g81de of the Peninsula to the other or that non-subsistence
AAnting interferes with localized movements. The caribou
dBundance on the -- oh, that's caribou. It doesn't appear
Aécessary to close the Aniakchak National Preserve to non-
gdtbsistence use for the purpose of maintaining the normal
hbgration and movement patterns of either moose or caribou.
Afld it does appear that subsistence opportunities do exist and
48 the case of moose, the Federal subsistence season opens nine
d48ys earlier than the State season, while few non-subsistence
50
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hunters attempt to access this area in December.

2

3 In the case of caribou, few non-subsistence hunters
Aunt in this area, particularly now that harvest limits for the
growing Mulchatna caribou herd have been liberalized.

6

7 And that concludes the staff report.

g CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Helga or Susan?

%2 MS. SAVAGE: Actually there's some moose data that you
h2ght want to refer to on Page 57.

%2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Would you like to address that Susan.
%2 MS. SAVAGE: What I took quite a few weeks to do this

fdll was to prepare a draft report, it's not in your package,
b8t the results of that draft report are. And the State of
A%aska collects moose harvest data via the harvest ticket
80stem and they have added it into a very large data base and I
2dbok that data base and looked at it this fall.

22

23 And they divide their data up by what is called UCU,
Adiform coding unit, which of corresponds to a river drainage.
2Bnd unfortunately those river drainages don't correspond very
@él1l to the Federal boundaries. So we have to kind of make
8@me estimates from what they do. But one of the UCU's 1is
28mpletely within Aniakchak National Monument Preserve. And
£Be data for that UCU is given under Table 2, Page 57, the
36lumn that says UCU in Aniakchak, that's the UCU that's in
Gteen there. $So over a 10 year period, local people who have
3%t, there were 11 people who reported hunting in that area and
83x people who reported harvesting moose in that area over a 10
yéar period. And non-local Alaskans, there were 16 people who
Béported hunting and six that reported harvesting over 10
$éars. And non-Alaskans, people from the Lower 48 and foreign
Binters, there were 16 hunters and 15 were successful over a 10
$8ar period in that one UCU that's colored in green.

39

40 Now the other UCU's, there's four UCU's that are
partially within Aniakchak, this UCU here, here, here, here and
H2re -- I guess there's five of them. And I lumped all the

d3ta from the UCU's that were partially within Aniakchak, but
4lat's going to represent harvest from a really large area
where Aniakchak actually only represents about 20 percent of

4bhese numbers. So that next column represents UCU's that are
pdrtly within Aniakchak. And so over a very large area, 21
48cal hunters hunted and seven were successful. Forty-seven

A8n-local Alaskan hunters and 18 were successful. And 117 non-
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local Alaskans and 102 were successful over a 10 year period.
But that represents area that is on State and Federal land
8utside of Aniakchak as well as partially within Aniakchak.

é CHATRMAN O'HARA: The second column?

g MS. SAVAGE: Yes.

g CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

%2 MS. SAVAGE: And so those numbers are totaled together.

12nd you can see that while local hunters don't represent very
h3ny people that hunted, they are hunting in Aniakchak and they
dfe harvesting moose in Aniakchak at a low rate. But 30
pé&rcent of those people are successful, which is even a little
bét higher than other Alaskans that are not -- who are hunting
mh@dose there, they are not as successful as people who come from
bftside.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Who's the manager head of this
Rhiakchak?

22

23 MS. SAVAGE: Bill Pierce is superintendent of both
Rdtmai and Aniakchak.

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So he's the guy that we need to talk

23 about number of permits issued in the area or how the system
@B8rks?

29

30 MR. PIERCE: Both of us.

31

32 MS. SAVAGE: Sure.

33

34 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Council members, any

Gbestions? I've got some I want to ask of Susan.

36

37 MS. SAVAGE: I also might point out that as I mentioned
B&fore, we have four guide areas in that area. We are in the
BPocess of redoing our guide program and we propose, although,
w8 don't know for sure if that's the way it will go that we
éhly have two guides in that area rather than four.

42

43 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So four -- 117 hunts and 102 animals,
£#4ur guides have killed that many moose?

45

46 MS. SAVAGE: Actually these are not -- these are guided
47ld unguided -- this data here is guided and unguided and
4Bat's over a 10 year period.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Let's go back to the first
2olumn there. UCU in Aniakchak.

3

4 MS. SAVAGE: Um-hum. (affirmative)

5

Q) CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And non-Alaskans did -- 16 of them

Went in there and got 15 moose, obviously they are guided
Bunts, I would assume?

9

10 MS. SAVAGE: Generally they are, yeah.

11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The type that Joe Klutsch -- I mean

tBe guides who know where the animals are at and they bring a
tdient in and they get an animal?

15

16 MS. SAVAGE: Yes. 1I'd say that's generally how it is.
17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. So Bill, can you and Susan

t8duce these numbers down? This is the question I want to ask
B8cause I think this is the issue down there. And having flown
Phis area a lot and talked with the Chignik guys there. And a
28t of time in the spring time these guys will come in with
PBeir boats and that's the only access they have is mostly on
RAtive lands actually, and you come in there with a 42 foot
88iner and a seine skiff, you're not going to walk all the way
26 the top of that ridge like Joe Klutsch is going to do with a
8llper cub and get 15 out of 16 hunts. So I guess the question
28have that this body needs to address is, if the guys are not
gétting animals down lower, the same old story, either killing
Bhem before they get to the bottom of the hill or they may
Béver come to the bottom of the hill or you need to reduce your
AAmber of takes in this Aniakchak Preserve area so that your
38t people would have more access to game if that's the only

Béthod they had of access in a game (sic) -- do you understand
®hat I'm talking about?

gg MR. PIERCE: Right.

gg CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

jg MR. PIERCE: I may or may not have the answer and .....
j% CHATRMAN O'HARA: May have the answer.

ié MR. PIERCE: ..... Susan may support me here. Bill

RPherce at Katmai and Aniakchak. From the guided hunt
pr¥ospective, I think we're working well with the guided hunt
p8ojects. From the unguided and similar to what Ron was
48ying, we don't have, currently, any management tools that
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e're able to apply to limit the number of unguided or the air
Paxi type operation.

3

4 MS. SAVAGE: Although, I don't think that many
butfitters are using Aniakchak because as I said for the
6aribou argument it's very far. Yes, the moose issue is a

Jittle different than the caribou issue because you don't have
8- you're not dealing with the migratory population. But it's
8 very far distance from King Salmon to get to Aniakchak and
1€'s a risky operation. So I'm hearing something and I've
héard this before and maybe you are the ones that need to tell
h&, but I think what you're saying to me is maybe the problem
18n't guided hunters and maybe it's not even outfitted hunters,
b4t it's people that are coming in on a commercial fishing boat
%ho are actually not qualified local subsistence hunters.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: They are qualified local subsistence
hfinters. There may be an occasional Kodiak seiner who has a
CRignik permit who's in the area who may go hunting in the
dftea. But your biggest number of users are going to be the guy

ho's doing -- fishing for dogs there or pinks up in one of
2Hose bays.

23

24 MS. SAVAGE: But he's a local resident or not?

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. From Chignik -- Chignik permit
Rdlder coming up from Chignik Bay Lagoon, Lakes, Perryville,
28anof, we all have -- that's their fishing district.

29

30 MS. SAVAGE: Okay. So they would be subsistence.

31

32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: They're in that area, you're using it

331 the time in the fall time when they have a fall fishery.
BAey may even be longlining for halibut or something, you know,
dhd it's in between openings and they're in there anchored up
Bbhere and they are qualified cé&t users, okay?

37

38 MS. SAVAGE: Right. Okay.

39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And they're hunting the area.

@bviously, a seine skiff and a 42 foot seiner without a four-
Wwheeler, they're not going to get up there where the guided
A8nt is at or even the air taxi operators coming, like Penair
64 whoever flies in there, most likely Penair, is going to be
dbopping people off who do know where the animals are at and
d6e targeting on them and aren't going to be successful.

47

48 MS. SAVAGE: I guess I'm confused as to where they're
§8ing to be dropping people off except on the ocean -- on the
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toast. I mean they can drop off on Meshik Lake, they're
Brobably not going to be dropping off in the Caldera, (ph) but

t's really hard -- I mean there's some ash flows down there
where you can land a small plane on, but it's really tough to
Sust .....

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You can't land in the Preserve at all
®#ith an airplane?

9

10 MS. SAVAGE: Well, .....

11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: With a cub?

13

14 MS. SAVAGE: You're a pilot, you are probably better to
t811 me -- yeah, with a cub you probably can.

16

17 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Sure.

18

19 MS. SAVAGE: Anything bigger than that .....

20

21 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Or a 185.

22

23 MS. SAVAGE: .... I don't know.

24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: 1I'll bet you that many people going

26 there know where to land and where to hunt the animals.
WHen you see this kind of success rate taking place versus a
g8y who's hunting from the shoreline with a 42 foot limit
88iner, that's the point. And the point I'm making is if you
d6 reduce the number of animals taken and perhaps maybe there
®#111 be more people from -- who is your cé&t user from the
BRigniks and obviously the only way they're going to get there
23 a boat that size because it's too rough of seas to do
d4ything else. They're not going to go up there with a skiff
dhd they don't hunt with airplanes down there.

36

37 MS. SAVAGE: You know, this is a 10 year sum. These
Afimbers are 10 year sums, .....

39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

41

42 MS. SAVAGE: ..... so that's like an average of 1.5
#B3ose per year.

44

45 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative) We wrote this
p6oposal, this is ours?

47

48 MR. SAMUELSEN: What did we do in November?

49
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1 MS. EAKON: The original one was submitted by Bristol
Bay Native Association. And the Council adopted the proposal
38t the October meeting so, therefore, it had to appear in the
proposal books this time around as this number.

5
6 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, we have a guide here who says
He hunts in this preserve. He must get in there some way and I

8on't think it's with a 42 foot limit seiner. Any other
uestions of the staff? Okay.

10

11 We appreciate you making your comments and we'll most
12kely want to talk to you again. And who is the next one in
13ne to deal with this issue or do we have anymore staff
hémbers that need to deal with this issue 26(B)?

15

1o MS. EAKON: No.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: ©None? Okay. We'll take public
tBmment and we only -- we have two, Ted, you do 26(B) and Joe
RQutsch.

21

22 MR. KRIEG: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Council

B8mbers. I'll brief and just say that it's basically the same,
Y4u know, the same thing we've been dealing with, the lack of
2adribou on that Pacific side of the Alaska Peninsula. And, you
Rbow, since the Council already listened to this at the fall
mdeting in Newhalen and, you know, adopted it, I guess is the

@8y I understand it, I'll -- that's all I have to say.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Thank you. No gquestions.

Jbe.

32

33 MR. KLUTSCH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think that
BhBe staff comments pretty well reflect the comments that I made
}b my -- that written transcript that I gave you. I think it's

Idportant to recognize at this point that the actual harvest
F&vels within the Preserve area in question probably don't
w8rrant a closure at this time. And I think I heard Robin say
BRat in relation to his comments on Proposal 26(C). I think
4€'s also important that the Council recognize that every
éffort's been made through the State's system to maximum
éPportunity for caribou hunting in this area by extending the
g88ason through April and on the Pacific side opening it as
éd4rly as July. That leaves those caribou little -- or just the
4hme they need for calving and to get up and starting to move
d6ound and they're a huntable population in there.

47

48 Biologically the level of harvest in there, the harvest
6% bull caribou during that time period, September and October
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



182

dloes not appear to pose any major problem as far as locals
Raving the opportunity to meet their subsistence needs on
Garibou especially in light of those longer seasons.

4

5 In terms of the moose, the population has been stable
down there for the last decade. It's logistically extremely a
difficult place to hunt up the main center portion of the
$alley. I operate on the south side of the Preserve, Butch
Bing operates on the north side of the Preserve. My level of
éfifort on moose, and that's why I read into the record the
hlimbers of caribou and moose that I have actually taken in
tBhere over the last eight year period, his level of effort is
¥B8mewhat greater than mine, but there's more moose pasture on
that north side than there is on the south side. And there's
$tbstantially more area involved in the north side and the
d6tual design of his guide area in the Preserve.

17

18 I know that the Park Service is completely committed to
d8®ing whatever is necessary to reduce the conflicts if they
@W8re to occur between non-subsistence hunters and subsistence
RBiinters. I can't fully put it in words how completely they
mdnitor our activities. I mean it is -- we are boxed in to the
A8h degree. 1I'll repeat it, activity plans, activity
8dmmaries, employee rosters, copies of the hunt contracts,
ddys/nights spent, it is -- it takes me a month out of my life
26ery year just to push Federal paperwork.

27

28 And I was going to make a comment in reference to some
8% the things Ron Hood was saying on the Becharof issue.
36meone sent me a bumper sticker that said, If you like the
3RS, you'll love the Fish & Wildlife Service, but I've been
df2raid to put it on my car since I have to go to Ron to get my
B8rmit.

34

35 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: I hope he has a sense of humor.

36

37 MR. KLUTSCH: Yeah. They're good at scheming things
ap.

39

40 MR. SAMUELSEN: We are lucky, he is in the bathroom
Adw.

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: He's a little guy, too.

44

45 MR. KLUTSCH: I would also like, for the record, to say
#hat it is not my practice nor has it been my practice to use
&Hle super cub for extensive surveillance to locate specific
d4fimals and to target those specific animals based on what
Ww8're seeing from the air. That's a pre-rut moose hunt down
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there. And once you put those moose to bed, if you can even
8ee them at all with a degree of heavy alder brush cover down
Bhere, they might not get up for two or three days, they might
wander all night long. It's like looking for a needle in a
haystack when you're selectively hunting down there. And we
6ind our game with binoculars, not with airplanes.

7

8 In regard to the air access, the center portion of the
Palley has a good -- as Susan said, a good number of cinder
blows and cinder landing areas where aircraft as large as
Cherokee 6's can be landed. Although, I've seen little or no
d2r taxi effort whatsoever in the last 10 years. I'm not
t8ally familiar with a lot of what goes on on the Pacific side
$4nce the area I'm allowed to operate in doesn't extend over
ihto there. I have flown over it on several occasion and
méticed a number of four-wheeler tracks now in the Aniakchak
Bdy area that appear to be based from Chignik or somebody's
$8iner boats, the 42 foot boats seem to be the ones putting
tBese four-wheelers off. I would say that it's my local
Rfiowledge tells me that those moose don't migrate from the
2énter portion of the valley or the feeder streams -- the
f2eder streams into the Meshik, they don't migrate to the
P3cific side.

24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: They don't go over the hill down the
dbher side?

27

28 MR. KLUTSCH: I'm sure there are a few of them, Dan.

2Ad that once you get past Albert Johnson Creek and you start
gétting down towards the head waters or that portion of
Bhiakchak River where it spills out into that cinder flat
BHBere's some that are going to work up and down there. But
BBat's enormous country. There's just a lot texture there and
Blere's a lot of country to hunt. I think it could be fairly
dbgued that the four-wheeler traffic on the beach corridor in
Bfiiakchak Bay could have as much to do with running moose out
8% there as anything else. And those -- and that didn't use to
B&8 there. The -- again, the level of effort seems marginal
8fough and well monitored enough at this time, it doesn't, from
#By prospective, to warrant a closure. And I made my pledge to
Bdbby and the Port Heiden people, I'll stay out of their way
afd I've made every effort to do so in the past. And that
48cludes the State land. And I think you know Butch King well
édough, you can talk to him and that he'd make a commitment to
45 the same.

46

47 So given the biological aspects of this and the
éPportunity with longer seasons, earlier seasons, later
g§8asons, I would urge the Council to reject 26 (B).
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1

2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Leave it status quo -- any questions
Bor Joe? Appreciate it. And I have no more requests for
public comment. We do have all the staff reports necessary and
what's the wishes of the Council? Yes.

6

7 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, has the -- do we have
fumbers that show -- it says in the Chignik area, moose have
Been very scarce in the last 10 years. Subsistence hunters
fom Chignik Bay used to be able to get a moose in a few hours
®f traveling time from the village, but no longer possible and
12 goes on; do we have any data that shows that the subsistence
h8eds aren't being met in the Chignik area on moose?

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Dick Sellers.

16

17 MR. SELLERS: I don't have any such data.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Don't you look at the moose in the
hignik area?

21

22 MR. SELLERS: I don't -- again, the harvest reported on
3Bate harvest tickets from the villages of 9(E) is very small.
2We don't do any moose surveying south of Meshik River. I do

25 spent, you know, an awful lot of time in the Chignik/Black
Ré&ke area doing the bear studies and there's certainly no

2Hange in the moose numbers over the last seven years. I've
BP8en working intensively down there.

29

30 MR. SAMUELSEN: How about Susan?

31

32 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Susan, did you have any moose
B8mbers, Black Lake?

34

35 MS. SAVAGE: On moose harvest numbers?

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Moose populations.

38

39 MS. SAVAGE: 1It's very difficult to us, as Dick will
40so tell you to survey moose down in the lower -- southern
part of the Alaska Peninsula.

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Nobody wants to fly into Chignik.
44

45 MS. SAVAGE: Because of the snow conditions. We were

dble to do a moose survey in the Pacific trend area this winter
afild it was very strange because the numbers were nearly
48entical with the survey that had been done 10 years
pPeviously. So the numbers have been stable, you know, I don't
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know if they've fluctuated up and down between those -- in that
20 year period, but the numbers were the same basically over
Bhat period for a very small area that we surveyed on the
Aorthern part of Aniakchak Preserve along the coast and in the

befuge.

6

7 And last year in '8- -- '93, they surveyed in the
8hignik -- sorry, Cinder River drainage on the north side of

fhe Preserve and Monument and those numbers showed fairly
$fable population also. We have not been able to survey in the
Ahiakchak River drainage. I did lay out a trend area for that

tRis year, but we did not get the snow conditions. I don't
h38ve any data further down.

14

15 The question you asked a minute before that though was

what are the harvest data for that area and I do have a table
1% here somewhere.

18

19 MR. SAMUELSEN: Page 567

20

21 MS. SAVAGE: Well, that's the .....

22

23 MR. SAMUELSEN: One year's data.

24

25 MS. SAVAGE: Well, those harvests were all taken in
defferent years. But that gives you somewhat of an idea of the
RiInd of numbers that people have been harvesting around that
dB8ea, but all those represent different years. I can't find my
2able.

30

31 MS. COILEY: Do you mind if I .....

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Give us your name for the lady.

34

35 MS. COILEY: Pippa Coiley, Alaska Department of Fish &
Béme. On Page 56, the table that represents ADF&G's
8ibsistence division data. Community Average CPDB -- or

@8mmunity Profile Database. And there's another heading,
BYerage HTD, which is the Harvest Ticket Database. So we have
what was reported to the division during surveys and then what
was reported through harvest tickets. And Chignik Bay, Chignik
Ladgoon and Chignik Lake, there's been three or four surveys
d3ne in those communities, so what you're seeing here 1is an
d¥erage of those years. So some years the harvest might -- for
dbhstance for Chignik Lake, I'm assuming there might have been a
g6éar where the harvest of moose was higher than eight. Now as
¢3u get to Chignik Bay, the average harvest from the community
p8ofile database with subsistence division is one and I think
#Bat might be for caribou. The numbers for Chignik Bay are
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lower and it has to do with the access. They have to go that
2ittle bit further. It requires .....

3

4 MS. SAVAGE: That's moose.

5

6 MS. COILEY: Right. And also for caribou, Chignik Bay
Zfends to have a lower count. It has to do with access, they

Bave to go that little bit further. And that harvesting for
Qhignik Lagoon and Chignik Lake often requires even an
dernight or longer trip. And so as regarding the question is
bpportunity being met, that's the data that's been collected.
12

13 MS. SAVAGE: Actually the average, that's a community
dterage. But those numbers are each based on one survey. I
tbuld not pull up some of the more recent data that's been
déne, so each of those numbers represents one survey.

17

18 MS. COILEY: I see. And most of those surveys have
b8en done in '89 and '90.

20

21 MS. SAVAGE: Actually for Chignik Lagoon and Chignik

2ake and Egegik, Ivanof Bay and Perryville they were done in
284.

24

25 MS. COILEY: These were the first surveys. Since then
Phere's been a series of three surveys done in each of those
2dmmunities and I don't know what the numbers are off the top

28 my head.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Let me just mention to the board what
ydu observe when you're flying in the area. I could be wrong

38d certainly correct me if you think I'm wrong, but I don't
BBink there's a desire to take as many moose in the Chignik
d#ea as their are desires to take caribou. And, in fact,
g6u'll find that in a lot of villages, they prefer caribou over
B6éose. I come from the part of the country where we always
®#dnt moose and have just been introduced to caribou, so I'd
B&8ke a moose any day over caribou. But people, even in Naknek,
®#8uld prefer to have a caribou over moose a lot of times. And
¢6u have a lot of moose in the Chignik areas. There's an
dhcredible amount of animals down there in the Chignik area and
4%anof Bay and Perryville area. I've flown that area
éRtensively, I mean like many times a year. And the brown bear
pdpulation in that Black Lake/Chignik Lake River area is
Bbrrendous, there's just bears everywhere.

46

47 And I don't know, I'm surprised Dick Sellers hasn't
#8own down there. But man oh living, but there's all kinds of
#w8ose in that -- between .....
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MR. CHRISTENSEN: Black Lake.

SN

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. And so if you wanted to go get
bne, I believe you can go get one. But I think the issue is
they really do prefer caribou and there are no caribou. So I
Guess I could be wrong and Bobby you probably know this as well
8s I do or better. But I think if they -- it's probably a 20
Binute skiff ride from the bay to the lagoon and then from
there you're going up inside with a skiff, you know, you go
dtross the lakes and up into the Chignik River and Black Lake.
12

13 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Yeah.
14
15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And pretty good hunting in there if

¥6é6u wanted to get a moose. And I don't think it's too
diifficult to do a 20 minute seine skiff ride from around the

b8y to -- have you ever been down there?

%8 MS. SAVAGE: 1I've taken the .....

g% CHATIRMAN O'HARA: It's not very .....

gi MS. SAVAGE: ..... boat ride.

52 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: ..... far, it's accessible. The

2&ason I mention that is I think that probably the moose
PBpulation is pretty good around Chignik Lakes area bay, the
2ficidental taking of moose with a seine skiff and a 42 foot
Flmit seiner is something they're doing in between, maybe
fishing. And Aniakchak may not be related to Chignik, that's
B¥Y own opinion but I could be wrong.

33
34 MS. SAVAGE: Well, in '92 I went with Lisa Scarbrough
®ho is the subsistence specialist -- or subsistence, I'm sorry,

36don't have your exact titles, but she's the equivalent of
Bippa down for the Chignik area. And we asked them to put a
Bé&ge in their survey about Aniakchak use and I'm sorry I
B8ven't had time. It's been two or three years now to analyze
4hat data, but my general impressions from the surveys that I
ébnducted myself was that some people did go up to Aniakchak
4fd it was usually associated with commercial fishing and
é3casionally they would make a special trip up there but it
wadsn't a regular thing that everyone in the village did, it was
wbre of just as opportunity arose that was a possible place
4bhat they would go. But I don't think it's a major focus area
£#3r all of the hunting.

48

49 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Thank you very much. What's the
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#%ishes of the panel on 26(B)?

2

3 MR. SAMUELSEN: I don't know I -- I think up in the
Hewhalen meeting we had -- well, I know Sam Stepanoff was there
and gave us -- gave the Council good information on the area.
Bou're real familiar with the area, based on your comments
gounds like there's plenty of moose in the area. In the area
8hat's being affected maybe -- you described the area that we
Bave no control over which is the shore line, that's private
p@operty -- I mean -- yeah private property. And if we get
Kbddiak residents coming over and acing out the Chignik folks
®At on the moose -- and Susan, I believe, said that Kodiak
didesn't have a c&t on them moose, right.

14

15 MS. SAVAGE: That's correct. Kodiak does not have --
fé6t under customary and traditional use for moose hunting under
F&deral subsistence rules.

18

19 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. I'm kind of in a quandary here
“¥here we go. On the migration of caribou, I think we pretty
ffich addressed the caribou issue, you can correct me if I'm
@?2ong in amendment to Proposal #24. And that 26 (B) would be
d8aling with the moose issue; am I on track here or am I off
Base?

25

26 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: I think he's right.

27

28 MR. SAMUELSEN: Not you Robert, I know what you'd be
g2a8ying.

30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: It's your turn.

32

33 MR. LaPORTE: I think we're talking about a different
gGéographic area, aren't we, Aniakchak? This is mostly just in
Bhe Aniakchak National Preserve.

36

37 MR. SAMUELSEN: This over here on this side.

38

39 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Quite a ways from Chignik. Well, we

A8ed to either accept it or reject or modify it or whatever you
want to do.

42

43 MR. HEYANO: Mr. Chairman.

44

45 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

46

47 MR. HEYANO: I guess listening to the information and

#8ading through the printed information, it kind of appears to
B8 that this Aniakchak part that the proposal requests that we
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have only qualified rural Alaska residents using, according to
Zeported harvest there's very little use in it. I guess that's
Bind of where I'm -- the thing that's kind of has me concerned
én Page 57, you know. It seems to me if this was a use that a
Sot of the local residents used, that the -- that that number
would be substantially higher. But approximately -- you know,
it's a fairly low number.

8

9 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative) Yeah.

10

11 MR. LaPORTE: And that's a 10 year number besides all.
12

13 MR. SAMUELSEN: I think in here I read that the
témpliance of getting a permit is very low in these villages.
I5think a lot of the report -- a lot of the take goes
hhreported; is that right, Susan?

17

18 MS. SAVAGE: That's often correct that people don't get
l19censes or tickets. So actually people might be using more.
RAd they might be more successfully harvesting moose that we're
Adt aware of. So, you know, these are the numbers that we have
add your weight -- you know, the weight that you put to them
@w8uld probably be as valid as the weight that I put to them
Bécause you know your local users better, probably than I do.
25

26 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.
27
28 MS. SAVAGE: I think what people probably are a little

B9t more conscientious about moose tickets than they are about
d8ribou tickets.

31

32 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. For sure.

33

34 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: SO .....

35

36 MR. CHRISTENSEN: I don't think they use that much
Bdose over at Chignik.

38

39 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: You don't think so.

40

41 MR. CHRISTENSEN: No.

42

43 MR. LaPORTE: They're having halibut.

44

45 MR. CHRISTENSEN: They don't have —-- they rather have
éé6ribou. You always hear that.

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What do you think about you and I
48ing down there someday and using the Council -- to survey?
50
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MR. CHRISTENSEN: I'd love to any time.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We could get an idea then. What's
he wishes of the board? Time is of the essence here friends.

~~ o wbdh

MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, based on the information
provided by staff, I move to oppose Proposal 26(B).
9

10 MR. LaPORTE: Second.

%% CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Who seconded it, Tim?

%2 MR. LaPORTE: Yes.

%2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. I thought I heard a different

¥3dice. Any other questions or comments from Council members?
18

19 MR. HEYANO: Question.

20

21 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Call for the question, all those in
P3dvor say aye.

23

24 IN UNISON: Aye.

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Proposed?

27

28 (No opposing responses)

29

30 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Holler, when you want to take a break
BRdbin. 26(C) -- oh, we did that one -- no, we didn't.

32

33 MS. EAKON: Mr. Chairman, I'm sorry, what did you do on
26 (B) 2

35

36 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We opposed 1it.

37

38 MS. EAKON: Opposed, okay.

39

40 MR. SAMUELSEN: I moved, Tim seconded it.

41

42 MS. EAKON: Okay.

43

44 MR. SAMUELSEN: Twenty-seven?

45

46 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Ten bull moose on 27. Who is
4He staff people that handle this, Taylor?

48

49 MR. BRELSFORD: I think this .....
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CHATRMAN O'HARA: Lee, yeah.
MR. BRELSFORD: ..... will be Lee and I.

CHATRMAN O'HARA: Yes. You're on, Taylor.

OJoyurdbd WN

MR. BRELSFORD: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I believe Proposal
$27 revisits a very similar policy call to the one that you
d8dressed last night. In this instance it has to do with
ptroviding for a traditional harvest practice, ceremonial
pBtlatching in a situation where there's some biological
tdncerns and so the management of that subsistence opportunity
%éuld have to be somewhat careful. Again, this is a community
35 the proposal is submitted by the Newhalen Tribal Council and
B6istol Bay Native Association. It would allow residents of
N&whalen to take up to 10 bull moose per regulatory year for
t8remonial potlatches in Unit 9(B), up in the Lake Clark and
PPeserve area under the terms of the Federal registration
R8rmit.

21

22 We're suggesting that the Council consider the other
¥31lages nearby that also have resident zoned community status
a4d participate in the same ceremonial traditional. So in view
35 the time, I think what I'd like to do is really turn
dérectly to the preliminary conclusions. And if you have
gilestions about the biological status or more detailed concerns
#8'll go back and try and pullout the actual data.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.
31
32 MR. BRELSFORD: But it's clear from the deliberations

388 the board and of the Council a year ago that fresh moose is
34 important part of the Denaina ceremonial traditional of
38remonial potlatching. And that Federal permits for this
pérpose were established a year ago for the residents of
N@ndalton. From existing documentation, it's clear that
88veral other communities also share in this tradition. And
BBose other communities would be Iliamna, Newhalen, the
#8questing community, Pedro Bay and possibly Port Alsworth.
The cultural situation in Port Alsworth is somewhat different,
4@ that, it is not a majority of Native residents and so we
w8re a little uncertain whether ceremonial potlatching would be
d4cultural tradition in Port Alsworth. For the careful ones
dbong you, I would also be specific to point out that the
#6ésidents of Newhalen are actually Yupik rather than Denaina.
MY understanding is people nowadays do use the word, potlatch,
48 refer to ceremonial meals both in the Yupik communities and
48 the Denaina communities.
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1

2 As very simply, there is some concern about the status
8f the moose population in this portion of Unit 9(B). There's
gome evidence that it's -- it is character- -- there's not some

&vidence, the evidence says that this population is
6haracterized by low productivity and density. And so
gxtending new subsistence opportunities would have to be done
Bomewhat judiciously. We think a permit system, again, would
Be the wisest way to approach this. We'd like to ask the
COuncil to consider a modified version of Proposal 27. We
think a total of 12 ceremonial potlatch moose permits would be
%2se in reference to the conservation of a healthy and natural
pB8pulation of moose.

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: For all five communities?

1o

17 MR. BRELSFORD: That's correct. That the total

bRological allocation would be 12. And that these would be
d9ailable to the communities of Nondalton, Iliamna, Newhalen,
P8dro Bay and in light of your judgments, perhaps, Port
Rlsworth. The permits for ceremonial takings would be in
dddition to existing fall and winter seasons. It would not
88bstitute for the current individual harvest bag limits. And
@Wé're basically turning to you for some guidance for how those
23 permits, the biological allocation should be distributed
among the four or possibly five communities.

27

28 I realize we're moving pretty quickly here and let me
28st wink at Lee to see if I missed anything on critical
Bflological information. This is his area and he's worked very
8losely on this.

32

33 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Lee, you're on.

34

35 MR. FINK: Lee Fink, Lake Clark National Park. And,
g$éah, I think unless there's any specific questions in an
8ffort to move along, you guys have -- you know, we've looked
38 these areas before. So maybe we'll just address specific
Gflestions.

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Tim.

42

43 MR. LaPORTE: Just one. Nondalton does have this

ddthority now, have they taken any moose or have they requested
dhy permits as of today?

46

477 MR. FINK: No. They have not. We haven't had any
#8quests this year. And this regulation was extended for this
éfAtire season for Nondalton. Well, our map is covered up a
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little bit but maybe we'll .....

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You can take it down.

4

5 MR. FINK: ..... open it up. I think the map is a tool,
gou know, whenever we talk about extending special regulations
Up lake -- it's difficult access. So I think generally a lot

8f the use has been traditionally in concert with fishing
8ffort when they were up the lake for fishing. And anything
&lse, lots of times a year travel is difficult. As you get
ihto winter, part of the lake is frozen, part of it is open and
i2's really difficult to get up lake. But, you know, basically
t3 exercise these rights, the individuals, from whichever
Y¥4llage they would be would have to travel a considerable
dhstance to the head of Lake Clark. So chances are we're never
&6ing to have a real high participation.

17

18 MR. LaPORTE: Based on as a potlatch, I mean this is a
§Pecific ceremony. It's not per chance fishing trip that a
bose happens to walk out on a beach.

21

22 MR. FINK: No.

23

24 MR. LaPORTE: They definitely went there to get meat
£6r a ceremonial meal?

26

27 MR. FINK: That's right. We feel that this just
d8fords a way for -- to perpetuate traditional, you know, if

2Bey can't get a moose somewhere else closer to home under
3flate funeral potlatch arrangements or if it's another type of
pbtlatch, then they have the option to, if the conditions
P2rmit, make the journey up lake and attempt to get a potlatch
B3ose.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: How many permits did we issue last
$éar to Nondalton?

37

38 MR. FINK: We did not issue any. There were no
B8quests.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No. But I mean how many do we allow

42 did this committee recommend, do you remember off hand, I
d438n't remember doing it?

ié MR. FINK: Last year there were no numbers.

is MR. BRELSFORD: Six.

ig MR. FINK: There six, right.
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CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

MR. FINK: Up to six.

U W

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. And the time frame was what?
Do you remember offhand, I know it's not fair to ask you this a
§ear later when I can't remember myself?

9

10 MR. FINK: For the -- it's year round.

11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So they could do it in the summer
t3me, too then, right?

14

15 MR. FINK: Right. Any time a ceremonial potlatch would
wérrant taking a moose for whatever reason.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any other questions of the

§B8aff? Okay. Thank you very much. Are there any other staff
B8mbers that need to address this from any other department
Béads here? ©No. I have no requests for public comment. So --
@R, vyes, pardon me. Ted, thank you for reminding me, I'm
28ally sorry. It says right here, 27 big time. You're on.

24

25 MR. KRIEG: Yeah. Okay. 1I'll try to brief here also
26 keep things moving along. Ted Krieg, Bristol Bay Native
R3sociation, Natural Resources Department. When we originally
g8bmitted the proposal we did say -- it was ceremonial
PB@rposes, not potlatches and that was later changed in
Bfichorage. And I talked to Bill Nower and he said, yes, the
Proposal had already gone out but he recognized the fact that
®28 wanted to say purposes.

33

34 As we heard Mr. John Eckert say earlier, you know, it's
86t subsistence, it's a lifestyle. And this proposal really
géts to the essence of that issue. You know, it provides for a

8dstomary and traditional practice that promotes cultural
R8entity for the residents of Newhalen. And as Lee stated,
Néndalton didn't apply for any of these permits last year. And
Z0talked to them in the fall and asked them if they -- you
¥how, 1f they had applied for any, I haven't talked to them
g2nce, but they said, no, they didn't have the need yet. So I
4Bink that this shows that they practice restraint and they're

Aét just going to, you know, go wild on this. You know, it's
#8ally important to them.

46

477 You know, as far as -- the other, Pedro Bay, Iliamna,
4HBey also did have a chance to put in a proposal for this but
d48cided not to at this time. And I -- you know, I don't see
50
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dny problem with adding them. But I guess, here again, I'm --
gou know, I'm a little bit concerned about the competitive
Bhing it might setup if you say there's like 12 total and you
Aave to divide it between the villages. You know, I guess
that's something I'd have to get back to the tribal councils
6én. But, you know, it's Jjust something to think about. And
Zhat's all I have to say unless there's any questions.

8

9 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I have a question for you, Ted.
1ét's say we took the five villages and did the number at 12
like Taylor recommended today, and when the 12 were gone, five
¥21lages were involved, just no more.

13

14 MR. KRIEG: Yeah.

15

16 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I think that's a fair way of doing

1%. But you'd like to get back and talk with them a little bit
d8d see whether or not they .....

19

20 MR. KRIEG: And I'm not saying, you know, you can make
dldecision here. I'm not saying that -- you know, I'm not
A2cessarily asking you to wait to make .....

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No.

25

26 MR. KRIEG: ..... that decision.

27

28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: But as far as you're concerned, you'd
28ther check back with them, right?

30

31 MR. KRIEG: Right.

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Do you have a comment or question?
34

35 MR. SAMUELSEN: No.

36

37 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions of Ted? Thank
$8u, Ted.

39

40 MR. KRIEG: Thank you.

41

42 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And you'll be making other comments

B8re, too, on other proposals. And be sure to remind me if T
£4rget you. Okay. We have finished staff input, public
ébmment, what's the wishes of the Council?

46

477 MR. SAMUELSEN: I'd like to have Taylor come up. He
#8commended four villages and, you know, on the fourth one it
w8s -- and possibly Port Alsworth.
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1

2 MR. BRELSFORD: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Robin, this refers
Back to the discussion last night about the resident zoned
éommunities in Lake Clark National Park and Preser- -- in Lake
Glark National Park. The total set would include Lime Village
6n the Kuskokwim Water Shed, but the information to date
Fuggests that their traditional uses are actually up in Unit
89, the portion of the park up in Unit 19, not down in the Lake
Q@lark area itself. So the five that we thought were most
dfirectly involved based on their traditional use areas and the
thstom- -- the resident zoned status were, Port Alsworth,
N@dndalton, Iliamna, Newhalen and Pedro Bay. And as a matter of
tBe cultural traditions, I've suggested that the circumstances
dfe a little bit special for Port Alsworth as compared to the
bdbher four communities that are historically and today
p6edominately Alaska Native in population.

17

18 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. Thank you.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Not necessarily so because Port

Rlsworth is a part of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.
2Zhey have been given land and that village status. They
dpplied for it and they're part of it, so they have the same

24ltural rights and Glen and different ones -- it's under the
28me tribe that I'm from, so .....

26

27 MR. BRELSFORD: That's certainly true, Mr. Chairman.

Pfir information came from the census designation in which
BP8ople report their ethnic identification. And I'm kind of
86rabbling to find the figure. Port Alsworth in the 1990
8énsus had only 1.8 percent of the residents of 55 residents at
BHat time identify themselves as Alaska Native in the census.
33

34 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: And in what year?

35

36 MR. BRELSFORD: In 1990.

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Oh, 1990, okay.

39

40 MR. LaPORTE: It's probably less than that now.

41

42 MR. BRELSFORD: The figures are in another previous
pBoposal if we would need to refer to it.

44

45 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. And if I can continue, Mr.
€hairman and maybe Lee could answer this; the productivity has
déclined from an average of 22 cows -- calves, 100 cows, '82 to
485 average to an average of 13 calves per 100 cows, '90 to
494, The lowest -- the calf/cow ratio is the lowest -- in '94
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#%as the lowest reported since surveys were initiated. Now I've
got some concerns here by upping it to 12, it seems this herd
s in a spiral decline; is that what you're telling me here in
#his report, Lee?

5
6 MR. FINK: Yeah, Mr. Chairman. Basically the overall
Moose population does seem to be in a decline. However, the

Bull/cow ratio seems to be very high which indicates that the
Pressures are probably not from hunting directly on the moose
pOpulation. So as we move into other regulations, you'll see
that we're -- we're pretty serious about not upping any cow
hdrvest, but there is a feeling that more bulls could be
h3rvested without damaging or further declining the population.
1Because as Dick Sellers has pointed out there's a fairly large
mbmber of bulls that are available for breeding.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

18

19 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. So with the removal of 12

d8ditional bulls, it wouldn't create no conservation concerns
ph this?

22

23 MR. FINK: That's the feeling at this time that the
2émoval of 12 additional bulls or 12 bulls that may be removed
2bhrough, you know, an unusual season or an extended season
2hrough the year that that probably would not, at this time,
gffect -- or precipitate or increase the decline that the
PBpulation seems to be in. Because I think as the figures here
28dicate, it's 69 bulls per 100 cows.

30

31 CHATRMAN O'HARA: How many -- excuse me, do you have
dAymore?

33

34 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. I'm done. I'm done, thank you.
35

36 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Tim, you were next, you had a point
BHere.

38

39 MR. LaPORTE: I had a question on the predators or
whatnot. I know there's a really good wolf population up
#here. And I know talking with Bob and Hank at Keyes Point, I
4Bink three cow moose were killed this winter right on Keyes
B3int by wolves. And is that something that's -- I mean do you
4Aink the wolves are more apt to kill cows then than bulls and
45 that part of our bull/cow ratio problems up there?

46

47 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What about bear?

48

49 MR. LaPORTE: And bears in the spring, too?
50
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1

2 MR. FINK: Well, I'm not a biologist. And I don't know
Rf Dick is still here or interested in coming up and bailing me
éut on this. But just as a local manager who flies a lot in
Bhe area, there are fairly -- there appears to be fairly high
wolf and bear populations. They obviously prey -- I don't know
if they, you know, specifically target cows over bulls or more
8pportunistic, whatever they can get. 1I've certainly seen both
8arcasses, you know, that have been taken by wolves. And
they're certainly, you know, a factor in the picture.

11

12 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Lee, -- Tim is that all you had
tBere?

14

15 MR. LaPORTE: Yes.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The local people -- the only animals

tBat are going to be taking out of that is by the five
¥21lages; no one else can hunt there period?

20

21 MR. FINK: That's correct.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: How many moose do they take a year?
24 it here in our chart somewhere how many that they take a
¥8ar -- the local people?

26

27 MR. FINK: There is some reported harvest in here.

28

29 MR. BRELSFORD: But it's not specific to the land

8flatus. We wouldn't be able to tell how much of that is from
Béderal lands verses other lands.

32

33 MR. FINK: Yeah. Again, most of our -- until we
Fdplement some of these Federal register hunts that we're kind
35 now moving towards, the State harvest records don't really
}bdicate generally whether it -- it's difficult to separate
®Hether it's the -- the animals were taken off State land or
®Bether they come from the park or the preserve. And so we
B8ve numbers of general harvest that's reported, but it would
B8 very difficult to determine what proportion is coming from
43nds that would now be either Kijik Corporation lands or State
42nds or Park lands.

43

44 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Man, you know, when we give our moose
#8port here in our little green card, Dick Sellers, we tell
égactly where we got that moose. Why is it different in the
BPdrk, Preserve or Native lands?

48

49 MR. SELLERS: Well, we -- you know, we modified the
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permits -- or the .....

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Taylor, could you give him your seat
gthere?

5

6 MR. BRELSFORD: Of course.

7

8 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Dick Sellers, State of Alaska. Dick,
#hen I get my green card, you know, it says it's on -- it's on

tBe Kvichak and it's two miles below Levelock and it's up on a
bank.

12

13 MR. SELLERS: Well, we purposely .....

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We know where we got it.

16

17 MR. SELLERS: ..... modified the harvest tickets to ask

t®ice where an animal came from and still we get a large number
©® reports that come back and say, I hunted 9(B) and I --
8Pecific location, Lake Clark. And that's as specific as a lot
3T hunters are willing to tell us.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You have to protect the lands, okay.
2Well, that's fine. I appreciate that. I'm sorry to drag you
#p here, but -- well, okay. Thank you. Okay. What's the
whshes of the Council? Robin.

27

28 MR. SAMUELSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'd like to

d8fer an amendment to Proposal 27. A total of 10 permits for
Bhe harvest of bull moose for potlatches on the Federal public
Bands in 9(B) would be available for the communities in
N@dndalton, Iliamna, Newhalen, Pedro Bay and possibly Port

B3sworth -- and Port Alsworth, not possibly.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Is there a second to that
Bétion?

37

38 MR. ABRAHAM: Second.

39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Any further discussion
#tom the Council members?

42

43 MR. HEYANO: Mr. Chairman?

44

45 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yes. Excuse me, do you want to
dddress your motion?

47

48 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think
#Bat in earlier meetings that -- that it was expressed by one
50
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df the communities up in this area that the ceremonies are tied
2o their culture. We've had -- on acting on a previous
Proposal where we approved, I believe, it was six bull moose,
we had Ted get up here from BBNA and staff also say that no
permits were issued to the village that we had afforded this
privilege to and recognized their traditional practices.

7

8 I have some concerns. I know the bull/cow ratio is up,
But I have some concerns with the high predation problems, I
tBink that are in the area. We heard about bear and wolves.
The calf/cow ratio is the lowest since surveys were initiated,
%83, you know, I think by a reduction to 10 and including them
t8mmunities, no permits were issued to date, that we'd be
técognizing their customary and traditional practice of holding
pdbtlatches throughout any given time of the year when one is
dléemed necessary it will be by permit by staff. I don't know
1¥ they'd be damaging the herd any and we'd be affording them
p8ople an opportunity to practice what they culturally believe
if.

20

21 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Robert, did you have a
22mment?

23

24 MR. HEYANO: ©No. Mr. Chairman, I'd be supporting the
Bboposed amendment. I guess I -- you know, we probably opened

P2he door for Nondalton to take six. We have 27 requests, 10
@ith the community of Newhalen. And based on some of the

28formation provided to us, there's no doubt in my mind that
@8're dealing with a moose population that's, in my opinion,
86t very healthy. So I think this is actually going to be a

8avings.
32
33 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: I just as soon see the people eat
BAem than the wolves eat them.
35
36 MR. HEYANO: Right. The only thing I'd add -- an
dhendment -- I don't know if your amendment addressed only bull
B8ose?
39
40 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. Only bull moose.
41
42 MR. HEYANO: Okay. And I'd include the community of
B3rt Alsworth, Mr. Chairman.
44
45 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: He did.
46
477 MR. SAMUELSEN: I did.
48
49 MR. HEYANO: Okay.
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1

2 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other further discussion anyone?
3

4 MR. HEYANO: Question.

5

6 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Question, all those in favor say aye?
7

8 IN UNISON: Aye.

9

10 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

11

12 (No opposing responses)

13

14 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman.

15

16 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Go ahead.

17

18 MR. SAMUELSEN: They wanted us to divvy up the guidance
19 divvying up between the communities. I'm not comfortable in
d6ing that not knowing the -- how many people are in the
gbmmunity right offhand.

22

23 MR. BRELSFORD: Well, let me offer a possibility. 1In

24ght of the fact that potlatches occur when required in the
2bmmunities and that we haven't seen a rush of requests along
£hese lines, perhaps what we could do is proceed on an as
AZeded basis. That the communities who have a death and with
£8 commemorate it through a potlatch or through a ceremony
@8uld come for the permits until those were exhausted. And if
Bhat's not an adequate solution, we would need to revisit it.
Flbelieve it would be wise to alert the Council to the fact
BHat the existing regulation does provide, from last year, does
PBovide up to six moose -- bull moose by Federal registration
pérmit for the community of Nondalton. And if our intention
Bére is to distribute the 10 permits differently, I think we
386ght to probably put on the record, your recommendation if --
$du know, 1f Nondalton has six set aside as is currently the
38se, then no change in -- no opinion for change would be
B8quired. If you do expect that they would be distributed
differently then Nondalton may not have six set aside .....

41

42 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Wait a minute. I could be wrong
B8re, but when we passed this motion Nondalton doesn't have six
#hdose anymore. This is 10 for the whole area, five villages.
45

46 MR. BRELSFORD: Well, I think that's our understanding
£¥om the biological purpose.

48

49 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.
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1
2 MR. BRELSFORD: I think it would be wise if we
@larified that specifically on the record. That you intention

4n the motion is to recommend to the board that the 10 be the
Botal and that they be distributed without regard to the six
et aside for Nondalton last year.

7

8 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Does that need to be in the form of a
flotion?

10

11 MR. BRELSFORD: If it meets your intent, I think it

#%3uld be on the record that this is a clarification of what you
13dtended.

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yes. Go ahead, Robin.

16

17 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, as a maker of the motion,
tBat was my intention, 10 total.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Ten total. And that includes the six
Nbndalton a year ago?

22

23 MR. SAMUELSEN: Um-hum. (affirmative)

24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's not an issue anymore?

26

27 MR. BRELSFORD: None 1is set aside.

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. We'll take a five minute
Bfteak.

31

32 (Off record)

33 (On record)

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: So did Dick decide to go back to
Bhchorage, Helga?

37

38 MS. EAKON: Yes.

39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. We're on 28. We're back
ékay, Tina?

42

43 COURT REPORTER: Yes.

44

45 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Thank you. And we have Taylor and
Lée to address 28.

47

48 MR. BRELSFORD: That's correct, Mr. Chairman. We

#Bought in this instance we'd let Lee take the lead. He's head
50
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batter here.

2

3 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

4

5 MR. FINK: For the record, Lee Fink, Lake Clark
Fational Park. We'll try to cut to the quick, get this as
ghort as we can, I guess. Twenty-seven and 28 are moose
Proposals again for the area we were previously discussing.
Bnd I'll just kind of summarize both of them -- both of these

plloposals would target the female component of the moose
pdpulation, and, you know, the biology does not support that at
tRis time.

13

14 So, I guess unless there's any specific questions I
wbn't take up a lot of time.

16

17 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

18

19 MR. SAMUELSEN: The competition for a bull moose seems

gfeater, would extending the season alleviate that problem?
21ve gotten reports that between December 1lst and December 31st
PRat freeze-up hasn't occurred and they're having a tough time
gd8tting out to get their bull moose.

24

25 MR. FINK: Well, the problem, I think that the
Btologists have extending the season because it gets pretty
8%ressful for the cows if the extend that season into a time
2Bat would really be practical. I mean here we are in February
29 well, the end of February and Lake Clark has still not been
8Q1litable for travel. And this is not particularly unusual.
3lve been there 10 years and only a couple of years in that
B2me frame have we ever been able to travel consistently on the
3}3e even in January. So I'm not sure, just given our
gGéographic location that extending it a couple of weeks would
dbford much of an advantage for the average hunter.

36

37 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay.
38
39 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions? Does anybody else

BKBve any other questions? Taylor, did you have any comment on
ghat?

42

43 MR. BRELSFORD: I think the only remark we might make
£#4r the record, is that there is some information to suggest
4hat historically the traditional harvest practices did include
dhtlerless takes in the winter period. So the request would
gd&em to correspond to accommodating traditional harvest

pB8actices. However, the biological circumstances 1is
é8nstrained as Lee has suggested.
50
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1

2 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay. This would be a cow or a bull
Boose, Proposal 28 and 29.

4

5 MR. FINK: Proposal 28 would be -- yeah, it reads rural

fesidents of Nondalton only one moose so that would be bull or
Zow?

8

9 MR. BRELSFORD: It would be bull or cow, yeah.

10

11 MR. FINK: And then Proposal 29, that extends to -- for

tBe Nondalton residents only in Proposal 28 that is both in the
ABgust to September 15 season and the December 1st to the
Décember 31 season if it was -- in Proposal 28 which is
T&stricted only to Nondalton residents. Proposal 29 is for all
tésidents, local rural residents. And it reads that one moose,

hdwever, -- one moose August 20 through September 15th,
h8wever, antlerless moose may be taken only December 1 through
D&cember 31. So basically it's the cow season in the winter is
@what -- for all residents.

21

22 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah, Tim.

23

24 MR. LaPORTE: 1Is this something that we're going to

R&ve to revisit next year for Iliamna, Pedro Bay, Newhalen,
Pért Alsworth and all of a sudden be duplicating this all over
ddain and come up with one antlerless moose and now we got five
¥81lages to do the same thing?

29

30 MR. FINK: I think Proposal 29 speaks to all villages.
3%0 if we are opposed to 29 this year, that would indicate that
32 unless the biology of the population changes, we probably
w3uldn't be in favor of it next year either. So basically
BAese two proposals are very similar. Twenty-eight is
B&stricted only to Nondalton residents and an antlerless bull
B&y be taken at any season that is opened. Proposal 29
Rflcludes all local rural residents and the antlerless season is
B8stricted to the winter.

28 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: December 1 through the 31st?

jé MR. FINK: Yeah. December 1 through the 31st hunt.
ii MR. BRELSFORD: We're again talking about the same
45nds that we touched on before.

js CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

g% MR. BRELSFORD: And really the same user groups, the
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ame resident zoned communities. So Proposal 29, it would be
@pen to the c&t users, to the subsistence users would actually
Primarily effect those five resident zoned communities that we
#alked of earlier.

5

6 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Any other comments?

7

8 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. Addressing Proposal 28, going

Back to Page 71, it looks like they have a success rate of a
19ttle better than 50 percent on hunting moose in the five
tbmmunities. Am I assuming about right?

12

13 MR. FINK: Yes. Those figures -- that would be all
l4nds, both Federal public and private or State. But that they
é&perience about a 50 percent ratio.

16

17 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Taylor, did you have anymore comments
26 make? Any other questions of Council -- I mean, excuse me,

gbuncil members any questions? Do we have any other department
R2ads that we need to have come and address this issue today?
38llers.

24
25 MR. SELLERS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Dick Sellers,
FPosh & Game. Just a real brief comment. As we were talking

dBout with caribou, the single most important factor that
?28gulates the moose population, whether it increases or
d8creases is cow survival rates. And over the course of the
8st 12 years, we've collected more and more data on moose
populations throughout Unit 9. And as we detected changes in
PZoductivity we've become more conservative on cow hunts. And
Bait 9(E) was the first area that the State closed and
8¢¥entually closed the lower portion of 9(B), Lake Iliamna
B&cause we documented very low cow production. The Lake Clark
pértion, 9(B) was the last area that the State closed and that
®ds closed, I think in '87. Again, as we documented declines
38 calf production we became more conservative with cow
B8rvesting. And that's probably the prudent way to go. Unless
#6u got a herd that's at carrying capacity and you need to
#éduce the number of moose, you probably want to be real
é2nservative on how many cows you take.

43

44 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any questions of Sellers?
Thank you, Dick. Any other department heads that need to make
éémment to this 28 and 29, we're dealing with bulls. Okay. We
BAdve public -- thank you, Lee. Ted, would you like to come and
hé&ke a comment? I guess there is no other individuals who have
pAt in a pink card so .....
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1

2 MR. KRIEG: My name is Ted Krieg. I work for the
Bristol Bay Native Association, Natural Resources Department.
Birst off I wanted to start off saying, due to the problems we
Were having with the teleconference line, I called Nondalton,

they were standing by, they were going to try to be -- give
Fome comments and testimony. But I told them it just wasn't
@Working out very well. So we went -- decided not to do that,

But they weren't going to let me off that easy so they decided
that they would try to fax something. And I just checked the
fax and it isn't here yet, but if it comes, maybe I can bring
i2 in later.

13

14 But the one thing that I -- I have another -- I have a
t&solution from the Nondalton Tribal Council that I'd like to
téad into the record and that will be it unless there's any

Gilestions.
18
19 Nondalton Tribal Council Resolution 94-14. Requests

£06r the Federal subsistence regulations to be changed to allow
RAhiinting for moose of either sex in Unit 9(B); Whereas the
P€naina Athabascan residents of Nondalton have customarily and
£Baditionally relied on moose as a valuable food source;
Whereas the area of Lake Clark National Park and Preserve has
B&en a traditional moose hunting area for the residents of
Réndalton; Whereas, the subsistence needs of the Nondalton for
RAdose are not being met, during the 1994 fall moose season
88bsistence hunters did not see a bull moose so we have no
f8esh meat; Whereas, Nondalton hunters have observed a
8Qbstantial increase in hunting pressure from hunters that are
Béing flown into the area; Whereas, in the past it was legal to
B211 cow moose; Whereas, Section 804 of ANICLA provides for a
38bsistence priority over other purposes; Now, Therefore, be it
Bésolved that the Nondalton Denaina formally requests the
B&deral Subsistence Board to adopt our proposal to allow the

Bénting of both cow and bull moose in Unit 9(B). We would like
BHe Bristol Bay Native Association to work with us to provide
F8formation in support of this proposal. Passed and Approved

B9 duly called quorum of the Nondalton Tribal Council this 11th
48y of November 1994. And it's signed by William Trefon, Sr.,
anhd Clara Trefon.

42
43 One other thing that came to mind as I was reading this
wds, -- and it's just for, you know, general comment, that in

451king to the Nondalton Tribal Council they expressed a lot of
dospleasure with the fact that they have their Kijik Native
€drporation lands there and that falls under State regulations.
4Bnd they feel like they can't -- can't do -- you know, hunt
#Be way they need to in that area. And that's just, you know,
50
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their general comment.

2

3 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

4

5 MR. KRIEG: Thank you.

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Ted? Thank you,
8ed. Would the -- yes.

9

10 MS. COILEY: Pippa Coiley, Alaska Department of Fish &
Game. At the -- for the last couple of years I've gone

$poradically to Iliamna Advisory Committee meetings that
édcompasses Nondalton and the communities around Lake Iliamna.
1And they have asked a couple of times to have the moose season
hddified. There's a lot of competition in the fall and in the
kénter, as we all know, freeze-up hasn't happened sometimes.
THey've asked for extended bull moose season into January. And
p8emised by the fact that they feel that local people can tell
tBe difference between cows and bulls. And they've also

28quested cow seasons. They've tried to develop those
Btoposals to put into State regulations.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any questions. Okay, thank
Y4u. All right. Yes, Tim.

25

26 MR. LaPORTE: Just one comment. Every year it's
different up there as far as like Lee was saying, the traveling
8 the lake and that. This year, Lake Iliamna froze over

2émpletely December 19th, the entire lake was frozen. All the
B8ys and that were frozen substantially earlier than that. And
Béal heavy snowfalls throughout the end of November and the
B2rst of December brought all the moose down out of the
B3untains. And there was moose for the free taking all the way
gp and down the shore line, all the way to Pedro Bay there was
Bhterally hundreds of moose. And there was probably more moose
Béken this year up there than maybe the last many put together.
330 every year that travel situation and the need for the

8Rtended season changes. This year it changed in everybody's
favor up there.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: One year the caribou walked all the
wdy to Port Alsworth.

43

44 MR. LaPORTE: Well, last year we had caribou all over

4hiamna. Christmas Eve we had probably 25,000 right in Iliamna
d46d Newhalen, this year we haven't had a caribou track
dflywhere. There's nothing up there.

48

49 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, you better talk to the advisory
50
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board about that, I guess.

2

3 MR. LaPORTE: Yeah. We got to send in a proposal.

4

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. What is the wishes of the

Bdvisory Board on these two proposals? Do you want to deal
Wwith maybe them individually?

8

9 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, I am totally against
d0lowing a cow hunt based on staff comments.

11

12 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. I wouldn't vote on the cow
h@nt.

14

15 MR. SAMUELSEN: I guess what I'm grappling with in my
thénd here is are the subsistence needs of bull moose being met
by the residents. And if -- maybe I'll have to call staff up

bfe more time, Lee? Lee, are the subsistence needs being met
b9 this village?

20

21 MR. FINK: All the villages together or .....

22

23 MR. SAMUELSEN: No, just .....

24

25 MR. FINK: ..... Nondalton?

26

27 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yes.

28

29 MR. FINK: Boy, you know, every year I'm not sure.
36me years are better than others. As Tim said, this year was,
Blthink, a particularly good year. The moose seem to be lower
8drlier because of heavy snowfall. I don't think you would
£3nd too many people saying that they -- the moose were not
3%ailable this season. Some seasons that's definitely the
38se, moose stay high late and they're very difficult to
d6cess. If the dynamics of the pop- -- of the decline were
different, you know, sometimes the cows are low earlier so
BHey're -- they may be more appealing because they tend to come
déwn before the bulls do.

40

41 But whether or not they're always met, I guess I don't
#2ally have that information.

43

44 MR. BRELSFORD: I think perhaps one of the keys, Mr.

€hairman, would be the fact that the lands under jurisdiction
dfder the Federal subsistence program are a very limited
pr¥oportion of the total harvest area for Nondalton or these
é68her communities. And, in fact, probably not the primary
A8rvesting areas for these communities with the exception of
50
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Port Alsworth which was much closer to the up lake area. So
Phe testimony, I think, is fairly clear that people have -- in
Bhe communities do have concerns about meeting their
gubsistence needs. But on the Federal lands in question, there
adre not competing uses. The Park lands are not open to non-
Bubsistence users so that federally qualified subsistence users
dre the only people harvesting moose in these areas.

8

9 MR. FINK: Mr. Chairman?

10

11 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

12

13 MR. FINK: Could I maybe point one thing out on the map
hére again?

15

16 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Sure.

17

18 MR. FINK: In probably late December -- once again,
h8re is Nondalton which is probably the primary user. This is

401 land that is now Kijik Corporation land and earlier in
Décember when this portion of the lake was frozen I flew the
Rinitna drainage here, just the lower end of it. I was
d3tually on my way back from a funeral in Nondalton and just
Péok a turn over this area. And I counted over 60 moose below
Phnks Creek here down to just above the mouth of the river. So
Phis year there are -- there were quite heavy numbers in here.
2End traditionally, I mean this was the land that was selected
Bg Nondalton and I think this is their traditional hunting
gPound. It's much more accessible. You can virtually -- it's
$flrtually accessible without even traveling on the lake if
Bhere's a moderate snow pack even. You don't necessarily need
3}2e, all you need is an adequate snow pack and this land is all
33cessible and this i1s excellent moose habitat. But it's not
Béderal public land. And, you know, again we're not speaking
385 Federal public land until you get up into this upper
Bégions. And as you can see this is pretty steep country and
3%'s certainly not as valuable a moose habitat as some of this
F&nd is that is Kijik land at this time.

39

40 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Lee, could you go back over there
ddain and show us that red boundary, the north there, Kijik
42nds? Okay. See that red boundary that goes along there,
£311low it all the way around and keep going, that's on the west
g4de of the mountains.

45

46 MR. FINK: And this is the western Preserve boundary.
47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And they can hunt in there?

49
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MR. FINK: They could hunt in here, yes.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Is it flat lands?

adwbdh -

MR. FINK: This is mixed terrain. The valleys, there's
fairly wide valleys. There's some pretty steep peaks. But I
fhink traditionally, you know, the moose populations in -- if
8hey don't receive too much pressure have been fairly stable in
Bere. And I don't think, traditionally, they've had to travel.
10 think you're getting -- we're talking about traveling a
pretty good distance once you get up into this country and
t2aditionally that hasn't been necessary.

13

14 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative) Go ahead,
Thm.

16

17 MR. LaPORTE: Did you, as a flying ranger, did you

bBserve any moose hunting activities up in the park itself?
19

20 MR. FINK: During the winter season I didn't observe
dhybody coming up lake into the past -- past Port Alsworth.
PRe Port Alsworth residents that were out on subsistence hunts,
£Be rum- -- the story I hear is that they pretty much enjoyed
280 percent success hunting moose in this area right directly
dbound Port Alsworth. Some of this is Tanalian Incorporated
26nd and the local village corporation land, but they were
Rinting on it and some of it was over into preserve and even
B8rk land. I think only one or two -- one moose this year was
28ly actually taken out of the park, a couple out of the
Blleserve and one or two on the corporation land.

31

32 MR. LaPORTE: How about during the fall season?

33

34 MR. FINK: During the fall season, yes, we had an early

£&11 season that was established by the Federal Board this
$éar, 1t opens August 20. And we had a fair amount of local
3%e, Nondaltons, where Natives traveled up and hunted their
B8aditional -- some of them, local folks, even, you know, have
Native allotments up here that they hunt near. Though our
gQ0bsistence regulations don't apply on their land, they need to
§d off their own land to hunt. You know, they were up in that
d?ea hunting this fall.

43

44 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Interesting, the ranger season.
45

46 MR. LaPORTE: Were there success?

47

48 MR. FINK; The success rate I'm not sure of. We

A8ven't seen the State game harvest reports from this. And
50
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that was not a Federal registration hunt, so we don't really
get a handle on it until we get the State data back. And like
Bick said, lots of times it's not very specific, it just says,
4Lake Clark.

5

6 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Lee, what you think of extending the
Feason through January since there is a good possibility
8verything won't freeze-up and we'll get a big snowfall by
January on bulls and if you named the specific amount of bulls,
hOt necessarily just for Nondalton, but for all five of the
tbmmunities? As a Council member I seriously doubt if I would
¥@dte on giving any -- I would not vote on giving any cows in
tBat area period and I don't know if they want a bull in
Jdnuary or not. You don't have to answer that, but that's
$bmething we might, you know, think about. If we feel like
there's not enough animals and sometimes they don't get them
afnd they may not use it in January either. Yes, Robert.

18

19 MR. HEYANO: Well, I guess, Mr. Chairman and maybe a
?28sponse to your comment there is that at this point in time
21d have a -- I'd be very -- I find it very difficult to make

PBe season any more liberal than it currently is. We're
d8aling with a piece of land up there that is strictly used by
Phe five communities.

25

26 CHATRMAN O'HARA: That's right.

27

28 MR. HEYANO: And from all indications we have a moose

BPOpulation that is at moderate to low densities. We have a
3094 cow to calf ratio of 100 cows, 110 calves per 100 cows,
which in my personal opinion is extremely low. We have a --
BHe picture I get with the moose population is it's steadily
d8clining. And I look at the current regulations and they have
8drrently a season that is equivalent to the moose season we
Badve in 17 which has a substantially stronger moose population.
360 -- you know, and I don't doubt one minute that maybe
BHey're not -- they're having a hard time getting moose, you
BBow, but I think that's a direct reflection on maybe the
BOpulation of the moose. I don't -- I don't see how I could at
#his time keeping the protection of the resource as a number
éhe priority allowing any more liberal season than what's
éiirrently in the books. 1In fact, I'd be looking at taking some
#8duction here shortly. You know, I think the thing we got to
#éalize is, you know, is the report hints to possible predation
45 a cause. And in this day and age getting predation -- get
dby type of predation control on the park land is nonexistent
4fld that's another thing we're going to have to take into
é8nsideration.

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



212

1 So those are just kind of my thoughts on these two
RBroposals.

3

4 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What's the wishes of the Council?

We've got quite a bit of information here so we need to either
éccept or reject 28 and 29, they can be handled together?
7

8 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman.

9

10 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yes, sir.

11

12 MR. SAMUELSEN: I make a motion that we oppose Proposal

28 and 29 based on staff comments, no sport harvest is
tdrrently being permitted within park lands. We'wve got the

fhve communities -- resident zoned communities that are
hérvesting in the area already. And also staff comments on the
hZ&alth of the herd that shows the cow/calf -- calf/cow ratio
d48d Council members comments I concur with.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Council members, i1s there a second on
Phat motion?

22

23 MR. HEYANO: Second.

24

25 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any further discussion by Council
émbers?

27

28 MR. SAMUELSEN: Question.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All those in favor say aye.

31

32 IN UNISON: Aye.

33

34 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

35

36 (No opposing responses)

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Number 30. And -- okay, Dave
$8u were the lead agency? You are .....

40

41 MR. LaPORTE: Didn't we do 30 last night?

42

43 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: No. Thirty is King Salmon, I think.
43sn't 30 the next one, Dave?

45

46 MR. FISHER: Thirty is the next one, that's correct,
M¥. chairman.

48

49 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And this is extended -- earlier moose
50
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hunt on Federal lands?

2

3 MR. FISHER: Okay. Proposal 30 was submitted by the
Bristol Bay Native Association. And I did discuss this with
Fed over the phone, I think probably about three or four weeks
é6go and there was a little bit of concern on the staff part as
%o really what the intent of the proposal was. And Ted and I
8idn't really reach a solution at that time over the phone so
Be said to go ahead and present the analysis as the way the
p@oposal was written and we would iron it out at the regional
tbuncil meeting so here it goes.

12

13 This proposal is for Unit 9(C), that portion draining
1Ato the Naknek River from the south. It would lengthen the
tbhrrent fall season from September 1 to September 15th to
A6gust 20th to September 15th. In other words, it would add an
ddditional 12 days to the hunting season. It would require a
F8deral registration permit for the season of August 20 through
Afgust 31. And the provision that currently exists for the
Rrvest of the five antlerless moose during the December season
@wduld be eliminated. The proposal as written would also remove
2Re closure on Federal public lands to non-subsistence hunters
ddring the December season. And the proposal would allow the
Rdrvests of any bull rather than only antlered bulls. And the
P&deral public lands connected with this proposal are the
Bécharof National Wildlife Refuge. The moose population does
dPpear stable at this time in that area, surveys conducted by
PBe refuge staff show that the moose move into the refuge from
£Be adjacent Katmai National Park and that movement starts in
Bécember, around mid- to late December depending on weather
g@bnditions.

32

33 As you recall, the antlerless season was, I believe,
hplemented in '90, '91, that December season and since then
Bhere's been very little harvest of antlerless bulls. The
Bérvest there's been minimal. All rural residents of 9(a),
3B), (C) and (E) have customary and traditional use for moose
38 9(C). However, it appears this proposal would directly
88fect those local residents in King Salmon, Naknek and South
Heknek.

41

42 The preliminary conclusions and some of the concerns
4Bat the staff had concerning this proposal, the early season
ghould not effect the health of the moose population in this
dbea. And talking to some of the locals, apparently there's
A6t very many moose in that area in August anyway. The State
47 the purpose of this proposal was to provide an early season
48d to provide an opportunity for subsistence hunters to
B8rvest some moose before they are chased out by the caribou
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hunters that are there a little bit earlier. And that's just
2- that's one of the concerns we had. The caribou hunters are
going to be in there in August 20th and I understand the
primary means of getting up to that area is by a jet boat, so
We were wondering if that activity wouldn't chase those moose
Bunters out -- or chase the moose out of the area for the moose
Feason that would start on -- that's proposed to start on
Bugust 20th.

9

10 We do have some concern about removing the antler
téquirement. We feel that it may cause increased pressure on
tdws during that time of the season. And there's also sort of
d3land status problem. The only access to the Federal public
ldnds is through Native corporation lands and State lands. In
bbher words, you got to go through an area that's closed to get
t6 an area that's open to hunting.

17

18 That's basically sums up #30.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Have you thought about the reduction

3T the base being closed lessening the pressure on the animals?
22

23 MR. FISHER: That's .....

24

25 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: That's a factor also?

26

277 MR. FISHER: ..... a factor. That should be
28nsidered, yeah.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Dave? Well, thank

$bu very much. Dick Sellers, do you have any comments since
®28're dealing with animals regulated by the State of Alaska?

33

34 MR. SELLERS: Dick Sellers, Fish & Game. Thank you,
Bb. Chairman. I think our biggest concern is the one of
génfusion and knowing when you're going to be legal to be
Béinting on Federal lands as you go up Big Creek. And basically
BHat's going to be the primary access route up Big Creek. And
388 the Fish & Wildlife Service pointed out, it might be pretty
48mpting to take a moose that you saw before you got to the
Bdundary there.

42

43 I guess the other concern we had was about the
44stification. I think most of the traffic prior to boat
#baffic on Big Creek prior to September 1st is by fishermen.
Abd then starting September 1lst, probably the next biggest user
47oup are brown bear hunters under the permit hunt. So that
#Be rationale that moose hunters -- or rather that caribou
Afnters are chasing moose away prior to the start of September
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1st doesn't seem to jive with what we notice happening on the
2reek in terms of boat traffic.

3

4 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Do you really think that the boats
Bhase the moose away?

6

7 MR. SELLERS: Well, that would be another thing that's

8 little bit dubious in my mind. I think, you know, those
foose that do inhabit Big Creek are used to an awful lot of
bBat traffic all summer long. They don't -- there's not a big
ihflux into Big Creek until much later in the fall so I think
tRat the moose that are living there in August and into
$8ptember are used to hearing boat motors virtually

téntinuously.

15

16 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. I don't think that's an issue.
17 don't think that's an issue in a lot of areas. You know,
18ke the Kvichak, they lay 10 feet in the bank and you got all
k¥nds of noises going by there. So that's -- any questions of
Pflck? How about the antlerless thing?

21

22 MR. SELLERS: Well, the State has kind of reverted to a

@B8e bull season rather than stipulating that they had to have
ddtlers and that doesn't seem to have caused a problem. So I
2hink we could probably live with a one bull season.

26

27 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Thank you, Dick. Does anyone
28se need to -- yes, refuge manager Ron Hood.

29

30 MR. HOOD: Ronald Hood, Refuge manager, Alaska
Béninsula Becharof Refuges. I have to admit that when I saw
BHis proposal I was somewhat confused as to what it's intent
®#d8s. The antlerless season had been installed in that area
®dth a five antlerless limit in response to the stated desires
35 the local advisory committee -- Fish & Game advisory
g@ébmmittee to have a antlerless hunt whenever the State closed
BHe antlerless hunt on Big Creek -- I mean on King Salmon Creek
88 the north. And so I was -- like I say, I was somewhat
38nfused and surprised to see that someone would propose to
é0iminate that hunt.

41
42 This matter was taken up by the local advisory
é8mmittee and I wanted to make sure that you all under- -- note

#hat in that record they voted to reject the proposal entirely.
4And their rationale as I understand it, at the time is they
d6ked the concept of opening the season a few days earlier on
Allgust 20th, but they did not want to give up the antlerless
BA8nt in December. And, so, therefore, they voted to reject the
pPoposal in its entirety.
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1

2 I would point out that access into the Big Creek area
s the key to the December hunt. It's also the key to the fall
Aunt. The access in the fall is either by aircraft or it is by
et boat to get into the Federal hunt area. The demise of the
base has had significant impacts on the decrease -- in
decreasing the number of people going up the river either to
8ish or to hunt. 1I've had several people remark to me about
Bow quiet it was on Big Creek this year when they went up
@éflther to fish or hunt, that there was just almost no traffic

hp the creek anymore. In the fall hunt this year, it must have
b&en a hell of a year for hunting moose in the Bristol Bay area
b8cause we -- this was the first year that we have had any

$dccess in the December hunt for the last three or four years
t6 speak of and we had a very good year. We issued five
dbhtlerless permits of which we know took one antlerless —-- one
tdw. Another hunter reported a bull and three have not
t8ported back. But we have reports of, at least, five more
h8ose -- I believe it was -- no, it was -- yeah, five -- six --
@811, let me get my head straight here on the total number
mbose reported in the underground network in that area of which
@2 have a few ears listening to. There was four animals taken
@¥er near the Park boundary and four animals, I believe taken
ddong Big Creek, so a total of eight animals taken during the
£511. And the key to that was the lake -- or the river and the
26eek froze-up this year, we had good access. And we also had
8flow and for the first time, in my memory, we had people using
88ow machines to access into the refuge and take moose. Now
PBat is a new development for us. And we will be watching that
8Qosely because if we have a series of years of good snow we

Bight begin to have more success than we might be -- that the
P2pulation can sustain. But at the present time we have no
PBoblems.

34

35 Other than that, I will open for -- I'll shut up and
6t you all ask me a few questions.

37

38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Anybody have any questions of Ron?

BRay. Thanks, Ron, appreciate it. Any other department heads
#hat need to talk here today? All right. We'll go to public
#&stimony, Ted, you're registered for #30.

42

43 MR. KRIEG: Ted Krieg, Bristol Bay Native Association,
Hatural Resources Department. If you'll remember this proposal
when we initially presented it, it asked not only to start the
géason earlier, but to extend it later into January. That was
#@solved at the Newhalen meeting and we decided to just start
#Be season earlier. Since then it's come out that -- and I
B8ve concurrence from the tribal councils of South Naknek and
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



217

King Salmon that they do not want to lose the five antlerless
Roose season.

3

4 One question, and I didn't get total concurrence on
this, but it appears to me the way the regulation is written it
6ays, the antlerless season will be closed when five antlerless
Moose have been taken. And I think I talked to Dick Sellers
8nd correct me if I'm wrong, but by mid- to late December, the
Boose have lost their antlers, so basically, that's saying that
16 you don't get a bull -- if you don't get an antlered moose
béfore five cow moose are taken, then the season's closed. So
b% mid-December that season could be closed. Am I correct?

I8, you know, there's no moose with antlers, the season's
tdosed?

15

16 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Ron.

17

18 MR. HOOD: The loss of antlers is not total with the
¥8unger bulls. There was a significant number of bulls with
dfitlers when we made our counts in December.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: 1I've rarely ever seen a bull lose his
d8tlers in December anyways. Sellers?

24

25 MR. SELLERS: Mr. Chairman, I think my comment was that

@é stop doing surveys by December 10th because there is some
dfitler drop which would skew the sex ratio. But as been
PB8inted out, a majority of bulls, specially the younger ones
28tain antlers all the way through the end of December.

30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I've seen some big ones in February,
820, up in Pile River.

gfl MR. SELLERS: Yeah.

gg MR. KRIEG: Okay. I stand corrected on that.

g; CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's okay. That's a good point.
28 MR. KRIEG: Oh, the other thing is we -- this last

géntence that's crossed out in the new proposed regulations,
piblic lands are closed during December for the hunting season
68 moose except by eligible rural Alaska residents, we don't

wdnt to eliminate that either. So leave in the antler -- five
45 you know, if I could ask the Council to amend the proposal
46 leave in -- or at least the, you know, the proposed

#égulation, leave in the five antlerless moose and leave in the
48ntence that says public lands are closed during December for

4Be hunting of moose except by eligible rural Alaska residents
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dnd then the season will also start August 20.
CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other comments?

MR. KRIEG: That's all I have.

~N oUW

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions of Ted? You know, I
Beally can't figure out why the Naknek/Kvichak would oppose an
Bugust 20th opening. Were you there Ron?

10

11 MR. HOOD: Yes, I was.

12

13 CHATRMAN O'HARA: And they oppose an August 20th .....
14

15 MR. HOOD: It was my interpretation that they didn't
¥ént to endanger losing the cows -- the antlerless season.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Can't you have both? Can't you have
bB&th? The antlerless season is in December.

20

21 MR. HOOD: You are in the position of deciding that.
22

23 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Thank you, Ted.

24

25 MR. KRIEG: You're welcome.

26

27 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Ron, come back up here and explain
£Bis to me now. I don't understand this losing this antlerless

RGnt in December. We start the August 20th season, do you have
d0number of moose that can be taken in the refuge?
31

32 MR. HOOD: There would be no limit to .....

33

34 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

35

36 MR. HOOD: ..... it. But let's face it, in that time
8% the year there are not very many moose available, antlered
B811 moose available along Big Creek. 1It's about -- I would
¥8nture a guess there's less than five.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

42

43 MR. HOOD: And then the other access area is over

d#ound the boundary area close to the Park. And last year was
45good year. We had four moose taken during that time frame,
490 of them were by guided hunters, one of them was a
gilbsistence hunter and the other one was a non-resident -- or a
ABn-cé&t.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: This one would be only, what we're
determining to be qualified people, not open to commercial
Bunting or that type of stuff is what we're dealing with here?

4

5 MR. HOOD: That's right.

6

7 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: That's correct, okay.

8

9 MR. HOOD: It would be c&t eligible.

10

11 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Well, then you come to your December
héint, December 1 to December 31st, you issue five antlerless
p8rmits, whether bulls or cows -- bulls who've lost their
hérns?

15

16 MR. HOOD: Right.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Why would these people lose animals

18 December because they had an early August hunt?
20

21 MR. HOOD: They would not lose any.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Well, then what is the problem?

24

25 MR. HOOD: The problem was 1is the proposal, as shown
£here, had lines through the antlerless hunt. The proposal was
2@ drop the antlerless hunt.

28

29 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: In December?

30

31 MR. HOOD: In December.

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Oh, no, we can't do that. Okay. The

Fdght came on. All right. It just took a little while.
Bhanks a lot, Ted. Okay, Robin.

36

37 MR. SAMUELSEN: Well, I'd like to offer an amendment to
BB8oposal 30.

39

40 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Sure.

41

42 MR. SAMUELSEN: To include the language of the December

Adnt all the way down to Alaska residents. So it would read,
#hle December hunt, antlerless moose may be taken by Federal
#8gistration permit only. The antlerless season will be closed
when five antlerless moose have been taken. Public lands are
éT7osed during December for the hunting of moose except by
é8igible rural Alaska residents. And it will say, however,
diring the period August 20th through August 31st, bull moose
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thay be taken by Federal registration permit only. The permit
Rust be obtained in King Salmon. The open season August 20th
Bhrough September 15th and December 1st through December 31st.
4T guess that's current language.

5

6 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Okay. And that does protect the
dntlerless moose?

8

9 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yes.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Anything else to your proposal or is
tRhat it?

13

14 MR. SAMUELSEN: That's it.

15

16 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Second?

17

18 MR. CHRISTENSEN: I'll second.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Robert seconded. Any discussion from
£he Council members? Yes.

22

23 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, as indicated by the

Rdknek/Kvichak Advisory Committee doing away with the
dhtlerless moose hunt during December would be a lost
@pportunity to subsistence users. Ron Hood has explained and
PHe light came on with you that that's exactly what would have
Réppened. The cow/calf ratio, the bull ratio for this herd
8Bows it's a -- there's no conservation concerns with the herd.
30t's a healthy herd. I have personally talked with residents
3% King Salmon, Naknek and South Naknek and they'd like to have
BHBe opportunity in August and be more in line with what is
B38ppening over in Unit 17 now.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other discussion by Council
Bémbers?

37

38 MR. HEYANO: Just a comment. I guess I don't have a

pkoblem with the amendment, Mr. Chairman. But I think we need
20 keep in mind is that there's very little Federal land in
4his area. And I don't know, I guess if the local people could
#2gure it out and work it out where they're at, it's one thing,
BAt that's the only concern I have about it. If the State
déesn't and I don't see any proposals in there for the State to
Have companion regulations, so in about two years there it's
§6ing to be confusing to somebody.

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Only the Federal land's going to be
é8fected by this. Yeah, go ahead.
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1

2 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. There's a lot of buzzing out
Bhere in staff. Maybe we got to get staff comments before we
Yote.

5

6 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Do we have a problem out there?

7

8 MR. BRELSFORD: She's taking the close version and you
Bad it right.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. All right. If there's no
fdrther comments by Council member, call for the question.
13

14 MR. HEYANO: Question.

15

16 MR. SAMUELSEN: Question.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All those in favor say aye.

19

20 IN UNISON: Aye.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Opposed?

23

24 (No opposing responses)

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Keep going?

27

28 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah.

29

30 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Number 33, I believe is next -- no
32. Lee, 32 is it?

32

33 MR. FINK: Take your time, when you're ready.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Did you do that before I got here?
36

37 MS. EAKON: We did that one already.

38

39 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: All right. It is 33 then.

40

41 MR. SAMUELSEN: Where do we go now?

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Thirty-three.

44

45 MR. LaPORTE: Thirty-three.

46

477 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: We get to deal with sheep now. Okay.
4®e have staff on 33.

49
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1 MR. FINK: Lee Fink, Lake Clark National Park. And
we've kind of looked at Proposals 33 and 34 together here since
Bhey deal with the same population and the same geographic
drea. Proposals 33 and 34 request changes in harvest
begulations for sheep in Unit 9(B), including a later season
6rom September 20 through October 30. Proposal 33 would retain
fhe existing harvest limit of one ram with 7/8 curl, but extend
8he new season to the residents of Nondalton only. Proposal 34
#ould remove the sex curl restriction and extend the new
t8gulation to all subsistence users in 9()B).

11

12 We'll just kind of go through quickly the text that we
hdve and then look at some questions. The current Federal
$d4bsistence regulation for sheep hunting in Unit 9 is August
16th through September 20th with one ram, 7/;8 inch curl -- or
748 curl. Then there's some harvest data that basically shows
d7fairly limited use, maybe a -- I'll step to the graphic aid

b%er here one more time and just kind of point out where,
d8ain, looking at a fairly restricted area of land a little
f8@rther -- before I step over there, basically the Park has
Béen monitoring the sheep in this area and the figures are on
22 I don't have a page number on this one, but in 1981, the
88rvey reported 104 and in 1985 147 sheep, 1987 123 sheep and
24 1992 93 sheep. And that is on Page 101 in your booklet for
2hat figure.

26

277 And we'll see that we're looking at, you know, a pretty
g8Mall population of sheep and at the very southern end of their
Bundary -- as far south as the population of dall sheep

8fj'tend. Basically the cutoff for dall sheep is near Upper
Bazimina Lake. ©No sheep are documented ranging below this
Bpper Tazimina Lake. And the sheep that we're talking about,
BBere's a small resident population on Tanalian Mountain, Holy
Béuntain, Copper Mountain and then up here on Sheep Mountain.
36 they're all located basically right over in this area and
Bbhat's where the majority of the subsistence use takes place
3Tso.

38

39 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: What about Tanalian?

40

41 MR. FINK: Tanalian, yeah, I mentioned that.

42

43 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: You did, I didn't hear it. Okay.
A4l right.

45

46 MR. FINK: But -- actually the population on Tanalian
43 -- has received very little pressure because it's
pedominately .....

49
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1 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yews.

2

3 MR. FINK: ..... yews. So the majority of the heavier
Aunting would take place up in the Copper Mountain area and
then some back in the Holy Mountain area. That's where the
bigger rams tend to -- you tend to find them.

7

8 But I think the important thing to look at in these
Proposals is that we're looking at a very small and very
flagile sheep population with the census number in '92. We're

$theduled to do another survey this summer if funds permit,
%¥2'11 have an idea. But you can see the sheep productivity has
t38nged from a high of 61 per 100 yews in '85 to a low of 16 per

140 in '92. Rams comprise 43 percent of the sheep population
iAh '92 with 55 percent of the rams being classified as 7/8 curl
®6 larger. So there are some bigger sheep in the population --
td3ms in the population.

18

19 The -- moving forward here, the elimination of sex and

20rl restrictions in Proposal 34 would definitely favor a
Rarvest of yews because they occur in larger groups and habit
28ss rugged terrain. And are generally less wary of hunters.
ZBe harvest of yews from this small population may diminish the
2ésource to a point where it would be impractical to allow any
Rinting. However, under Federal -- under current Federal
86bsistence management program relations, there is no
d@termination of customary and traditional use eligibility for
88bsistence taking of sheep in 9 (B).

29

30 Again, we're dealing with the same small local resident
Bdpulations. It shows a total of the villages would comprise
3% 529 residents. Well, maybe we could just kind of -- in an
88fort to same time, we could go back if you have specific
Gdestions.

35

36 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What's your recommendation?

37

38 MR. FINK: The recommendation, based on the existing

BOpulation, would be that we could support an extension of 20
46 of 20 days, that would make the season from September 20 to
@ttober 9. That appears justifiable at this time. All hunters
wduld be required to obtain a Federal registration permit
A38rvest —-- Federal registration permit. And we don't feel that
44 would be necessary to restrict that to the residents of
¥bndalton only, but include .....

46

47 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: The five communities?

48

49 MR. FINK: ..... the five communities just to keep it
50
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fimilar.

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: September what to October what?

4

5 MR. FINK: September 20 to October 9.

6

7 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

8

9 MR. BRELSFORD: And retain sex and curl.

10

11 MR. FINK: Yeah. And we would retain the sex and curl
t@striction. It basically just be a -- an extension of the

$8ason. A little longer season when the rams could possibly be
léwer, a little more accessible, but yet still affording some
pbotection to the yews by retaining the curl restriction.

16

17 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: When does rut take place with these
dflimals?

19

20 MR. FINK: Well, I'm not a sheep biologist and I don't
2hink we have one here.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Thank you, good point. Okay,
BAd question. Anything else, Lee?

25

26 MR. FINK: ©No. I think, unless you have -- maybe I
2duld just answer specific questions.

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Any questions you might have,
B6uncil members of Lee. Yeah, Robert.

31

32 MR. HEYANO: ©Not of Lee, but I just wonder if Sellers
B8d an answer to that question. I would be interested to hear.
34

35 MR. SELLERS: November.

36

37 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: November?

38

39 MR. HEYANO: November.

40

41 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So it would be beyond that period of
42me, okay. Sellers, did you have a -- excuse me, any other
4estions for these gentlemen. Thank you. No comment from the

B8ate department? All the department heads are satisfied that
A5 other input is needed. Go to public comment card, it says
4bhat 33, Ted, you're on.

47
48 MR. KRIEG: Ted Krieg, Bristol Bay Native Association,
Hatural Resources Department. Once again, I have a resolution
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that I'm going to read into the record. And the main thing is
@ith the Nondalton Proposal #34 is that it better fits their
8ustomary and traditional needs because it -- you know, 1if
there's snow higher in the mountains it moves the animals down.
5 Anyway, Nondalton Tribal Council Resolution 94-14
fequests for the Federal Subsistence Board to change the dates
@f the sheep season to September 20th to October 30th in Unit
8(B). Whereas, the Denaina Athabascan residents of Nondalton
Bave customarily and traditionally hunted dall sheep; Whereas,
the area of Lake Clark National Park and Preserve has been a
ttraditional dall sheep hunting area for the residents of
N@dndalton; Whereas, during the current season the sheep are too
hxgh in the mountains. Traditionally sheep were hunted later
#%hen snow on the mountains moved them to lower elevations;
Whereas, Nondalton hunters have observed a substantial increase
1A hunting pressure from hunters that are being flown into the
d¥ea; Whereas during the current season, subsistence hunters
h8d to compete with sport hunters; Whereas, Section 804 of
ANICLA provides for a subsistence priority over other purposes.
28ow, therefore, be it resolved that the Nondalton Denaina
formally requests the Federal Subsistence Board to adopt our
R2oposal to change the dall sheep season to September 20th to
P3tober 30th in Unit 9(B). We would like the Bristol Bay
Rdtive Association to work with us to provide information in
g8bpport of this proposal. Passed and approved by duly called
g6orum of the Nondalton Tribal this 10th day of November 1994,
8igned by William Trefon, Sr. and Clara Trefon.

28

29 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yes. Tim?

30

31 MR. LaPORTE: Yes. Maybe a question more for Lee, but
B%o items. One you can't access Lake Clark hunting by an

d3rplane anyway can you, you have to access it by boat and
Admber two, along with that same question, that area's not open
86r non-subsistence hunting anyway, 1is it?

36

37 MR. FINK: Lee Fink, Lake Clark National Park. That --
BBHe first question, that is correct, you cannot access
8ibsistence use in the Park by aircraft, it's by boat only and
4hat's the predominate access.

41

42 MR. LaPORTE: By boat or foot or however you choose to
48t there.

44

45 MR. FINK: By boat or foot or combination thereof.

I6's tough to boat to those sheep. And the second one
wds .....

48

49 MR. LaPORTE: Conflict with non-subsistence .....
50
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1

2 MR. FINK: There is no sport hunting. That -- those --
Bhat population is in the hard Park which is restricted to
gubsistence use only. Yeah. There is no conflict -- no user
Bonflict there.

6

7 MR. LaPORTE: So based on that, with your recommended
8hanges to the proposal of -- instead of rural residents of

Bondalton only, rural residents of the Lake Clark user zoned
tOmmunities?

11

12 MR. FINK: Yeah. That is correct. It's been our
dpproach to this that, you know, those five communities or six
témmunities are they all basically attain equal status. They
Were previously existing resident zoned communities of the
Pérk. There's a flux between the communities, nowadays, people
f¥om Nondalton have moved to, you know, Iliamna and Newhalen,
tBough they may have family ties more to Nondalton and it's
k9nd of a group they all lived there, if they've traditionally
ABed the resource, if the resource allows it at this time, then
2t's Jjust to keep the regulation more simplified, it would
gktend to all of them equally.

23

24 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other questions? Yeah.

25

26 MR. SAMUELSEN: Lee, October 9th, I don't know of a
2&gulation that -- of a hunt that closes on the 9th. It's on
£Be 1st, the 15th, the 20th.

29

30 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Tenth. Where did you get that
dlimber, Lee?

32

33 MR. FINK: I guess we just wanted to be different.

34

35 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: You are.

36

37 MR. FINK: Actually our biologist came up with that
dé&te .....

39

40 MR. SAMUELSEN: Well, I think it just matches a 20 day
ékXtension season.

42

43 MR. FINK: ..... just as a 20 day extension, exactly.
44

45 MR. SAMUELSEN: If we took that 9th date and put it on

4he 15th, them additional six days, how much more anticipated
Adrvest do you think would happen?

48

49 MR. FINK: I think the reason we were comfortable with
50
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just the 20 days and ending it on the 9th is, as you progress

farther into -- this is my limited knowledge of sheep biology.
3

4 MR. SAMUELSEN: Okay.

5

6 MR. FINK: But as we get farther -- later into the

Feason, the sheep come progressively lower. And the yews come
8irst and then the rams come down and the lower they get they
flore accessible they are. So the later we extend the season, I
tAink we probably -- if, in deed, there are people out there
dépending on the numbers, you would probably enjoy a higher
$iccess ratio in less rugged terrain the later in the year that
¥3u would be out there hunting the sheep. I think that's why
bdr biologist restricted it to just 20 days and kept it October
18 because as you get into the middle of October, the snows are
téally starting to come down the mountain and push the sheep
$ignificantly lower and possibly they're even starting to move

d8ross the valley floors to their -- to what may be a different
#9¥nter range than they had for the summer. And, of course,
2hen they become very -- very accessible.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Who is your biologist and where do
2Bey live?

24

25 MR. FINK: Al Bennett. He lives in Port Alsworth.

26

27 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: He couldn't make it down for this?
28

29 MR. FINK: He was unable to.

30

31 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: That's too bad. It would have been

g@dod to have gotten some information. Any other questions of
B8e? Yeah. Excuse me, Ted were you finished?

34

35 MR. KRIEG: Well, I just wanted to clarify, at least,
B¢ understanding of Tim's question. And I think I could ask --
$3u would really need to ask the tribal council for
88arification, but I think it's just a difference in
d8finitions when they talk about people flying in and the
ébmpetition. You know, I think one of the things that they've
gd&en happen in that area recently is just a lot more hunters
édming through. Like coming through Lake Clark Pass and it
Bight not necessarily have anything to do with the sheep
dédason.

45

46 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We know that. Yeah. We know that
#Hlere's no more pressure on them other than the people who are
éB8igible from the five communities.

49
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1 MR. KRIEG: So I think that's .....

2

3 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Land at Port Alsworth and walk up the
#iountain and then they're on the land.

5

6 MR. KRIEG: Yeah. Anyway .....

7

8 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Thank you. We appreciate that.

9

10 MR. KRIEG: ..... thank you. I just wanted to point
that out.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's good. Any other questions?
What's the wishes -- excuse me, did you have a .....

15

16 MR. SAMUELSEN: No. Not a question.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Go ahead.

19

20 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to offer an
dhhendment for Proposal 33 and 34.

22

23 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

24

25 MR. SAMUELSEN: That amendment would extend the season
£6om September -- closing of the season to September -- from

3@ptember 20th to October 10th, a 21 day extension. It will be
B permit only. It will be restricted to the five wvillages and
?28tain the sex and curl restriction.

30

31 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Like it is now?

32

33 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yes.

34

35 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Is there a second to the
Bétion?

37

38 MR. LaPORTE: I'll second it.

39

40 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Tim, seconded it. Would you like to
gdbeak to your motion?

42

43 MR. SAMUELSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The -- kind

éf# alluded to Lee on the 9th, I don't know of a season that
éboses on the 9th, it's usually the 1st, 10th, 15th, 20th,
3bst.

47

48 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: They will understand that better,
¢8ah.
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1

2 MR. SAMUELSEN: And staff has alluded and recommended
Bo the Council that the permits be retained. That the
dnclusion of the five villages and that the sex and curl
bestrictions remain in place. I think extending it later -- I
think a 21 day extension is -- the Council would providing
dmple opportunity for these people to meet their subsistence
fleeds on sheep. And the department staff has indicated that
8xtending any later than the dates provided the snow cover will
fbrce the sheep down into the valleys and possibly have a
hégative effect on the population.

12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other comments?

14

15 MR. HEYANO: Mr. Chairman. Just that I'd be voting in

févor of the amended. I noticed in the comments that the State
ADF&G supported -- could support a season extension to the 10th

®8 October. So I think based on what Robin said, by providing
tBat additional opportunity and still providing protection for
£he sheep population.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any other comments, Council members?
28all for the question.

24

25 MR. HEYANO: Question.

26

27 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All those in favor say aye.

28

29 IN UNISON: Aye.

30

31 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Opposed.

32

33 (No opposing responses)

34

35 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: I believe the next proposal is 33 --
86, I'm sorry, 35. Okay.

37

38 MR. BRELSFORD: Proposal #35 was submitted by John C.
Bfudsen. It addresses the management of beaver in Units 9 (34),
4Q), (D) and 9(E). And requests the authorization of firearms

4% a method for taking beaver under a trapping license in these
d4Rits from April 1st to April 30th. It would increase the
B38rvest limit from 40 beaver per season to 50 beaver per season
44d extend the season by 30 days to end on April 30th.

45

46 This is quite similar to a proposal that was before
#His Council and the Federal Subsistence Board last year. In
ABril of '94 the board adopted a proposal allowing the use of
£9rearm as a means of taking beaver and extending the season in
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Unit 9(B). So this addresses all of the other units in Unit 9.
2

3 I'd like to turn just directly to the preliminary
éonclusions. The status of beaver populations in Unit 9(C),

S (D) and 9(E) 1is not well documented, but it's estimated that
the population is stable to increasing. It seems to correspond

Wwith the observations of local residents as well. Allowing for
8he use of firearms and extending the season to April 30th
would not risk the conservation of a healthy beaver population
1 the remainder of Unit 9. The taking of beaver for purposes
dther than food in April, when the fur quality is low, would
hadt be consistent with subsistence uses. We think the Council
h8s discussed the issue that the late seasons have to be
iAdtended as a food season since the food quality has been low
15 would be low at that time of year.

16

17 On the matter of the harvest limit, it doesn't seem
tBat the current limit of 40 beaver per year is constraining
$fBbsistence takes. Increasing the seasonal limit -- the
88asonal harvest limit to 50 beaver might lead to excessive
Pressure on beaver populations in some localized areas near the
2mmunities and it might risk the health of the population in
2Bat area.

24

25 Basically we're asking the Council to consider
2écommending a modification similar to what you did last year
£3r Unit 9(B), so that no more than 20 beaver out of an annual
28mit of 40 could be taken from the extended season in April.
28 effect, retain the existing harvest limit and specify that
86 more than half of that could be taken in the new extended
8&ason. And with that I'll conclude and answer questions if
$2u have them.

33

34 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Half meaning of the 40/207?

35

36 MR. BRELSFORD: Correct. Of the 40, no more than 20

8duld be taken during the April period, during the newly
8Rtended opportunity.

39

40 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Just like last year's proposal.

41

42 MR. BRELSFORD: And in this -- in that version it would

é3rrespond entirely with what was done a year ago.

44

45 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Any questions for Taylor?
46kay. Thank you. Do we have anyone else out there from the
¥drious bureaucracies that want to address this issue? Yeah.
48

49 MS. SAVAGE: Susan Savage, Katmai National Park. I
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just have a brief comment. In Park Service units and this
@would apply to Katmai National Preserve in Aniakchak National
Bonument and Preserve. Under a trapping license we have a
gdpecial regulation in the Park Service where you cannot use a
bfirearm. So although you might pass this proposal for other

6onservation -- Federal conservation units, it wouldn't apply
in the Park Service units.

8

9 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You can shoot a caribou in your
peserve with a gun?

11

12 MS. SAVAGE: This is a trap- -- you cannot use a
firearm under a trapping license.

14

15 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So you can't carry your gun and your
$fhares in the same day?

17

18 MS. SAVAGE: Right. Well, yeah, you can use a gun to
d92spatch an animal that's been caught in a trap .....

20

21 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

22

23 MS. SAVAGE: But you can't just shoot an animal that

Rdsn't been caught in a trap if all you hold is a trapping
25cense.

gs CHAIRMAN O'HARA: 1In Aniakchak Preserve?

gg MS. SAVAGE: 1In Park Service units, yes.

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What about .....

g% MS. SAVAGE: Katmai Preserve?

gé CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

gg MS. SAVAGE: Yeah. That also applies.

gg CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's from the Alagnak branch River
68 up towards -- that's one of the things that's .....

jé MS. SAVAGE: Along that corridor, yes.

32 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's really a problem. Okay.
22 MR. HEYANO: Question.

j; CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

49
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MR. HEYANO: What if you had a hunting license?

w N~

MS. SAVAGE: 1If you have a hunting license you would
Have to follow whatever bag limits are under the hunting
Ricense.

6

7 MR. HEYANO: Thank you.

8

9 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So if he had both, there's not a
pioblem?

11

12 MS. SAVAGE: Right. If you .....

13

14 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: If you had a hunting license and a
tbapping license?

16

17 MS. SAVAGE: Can you hunt beaver, I'm not even sure?
18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Shooting a beaver is something new

fom the Federal days a long time before Statehood.
21

22 MR. HEYANO: It doesn't look like it.

23

24 MS. SAVAGE: Let's see, beaver isn't listed under
Rbnting.

26

27 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You could trap it, but you can't
8Boot it; 1is that right?

29

30 MS. SAVAGE: Right.

31

32 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: So in all Aniakchak .....

33

34 MS. SAVAGE: Monument or Preserve or Katmai National
Bbeserve or the Alagnak Wild Corridor.

36

37 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Now point out the Katmai
BBeserve?

39

40 MS. SAVAGE: So it would be this part of Katmai
KHational Preserve, the Alagnak Wild Corridor and -- these
4hree.

43

44 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. But the white area that's going

4p along Lake Iliamna toward Nondalton is not effected by that?
46

47 MS. SAVAGE: Do you mean this area in here?
48

49 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.
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1
2 MS. SAVAGE: Well, you're changing a Federal

Subsistence regulation, you're not changing the State.
4

5 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. That's State, that's not
bBederal. Okay.

7

8 MR. HEYANO: It looks like, Mr. Chairman, and correct

e if I'm wrong, Susan, in order to accomplish what this
p@oposal wants to do we'll have to address it under the hunting
tdther than the trapping?

12
13 MS. SAVAGE: Well, I think for other Federal lands you
t4n address as written. For Park Service lands you would have

t6 actually propose that beaver be added under hunting. Is
that correct?

17

18 MR. BRELSFORD: To the effect right now is that the

prple lands would be subject to the revision that's before

%0u.

21

22 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (affirmative)

23

24 MR. BRELSFORD: Unit 9(B), Lake Clark area up in the
2&8kes .....

26

27 MR. SAMUELSEN: Blue.

28

29 MR. BRELSFORD: ..... that's already been touched on

3id the same prohibition that Susan's described applies in Lake
GBlark.

32

33 CHATRMAN O'HARA: We couldn't touch that then?

34

35 MR. BRELSFORD: Right. So we're primarily talking

dbout refuge lands on the Alaska Peninsula as the effected
B&deral lands under this proposal.

38

39 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Pardon?

40

41 MR. HOOD: I snicker because that's breakup and there's

A3body going to be able to access Federal lands anyway.
43

44 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Well, you never know. Okay. Thank
¢bu, Susan, 1f there's no other gquestions. Do we have any
éther department heads -- Sellers, did you want to address that
43sue?

48

49 MR. SELLERS: Dick Sellers, Alaska Department of Fish &
50
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Game. At the risk of prolonging this meeting longer than
anybody wants to be here. I feel compelled to make some
@omments. The official department position is neutral on this.
4But 1if I go back through my file cabinet for 20 some years now
Bhere's a long term documentation of conflicts or perceived
6onflicts of beaver versus salmon. In 14 years of going up to
Jliamna Advisory Committee, you know, there's two subjects I
8an guarantee will come up and one is too many bears and one is
8oo many beaver. And I can't help but wonder if some of this
p@oposal isn't based on the fact that there's a perception of
tbnflicts with beaver dams and salmon spawning habitat.

12

13 And I just, I guess, urge some consideration -- I know
the data isn't presented here, but I went through some of the
héusehold survey data from various communities here and the
dlécumented level of beaver consumption per household is
é*tremely low throughout villages of 9(C) and 9(E). I mean
#%8're talking less than 10 pounds per household per year
t&nsumed. And if the proposal's asking for 50 beaver to be
d0lowed to be shot, that seems to be far in excess of what the
dbcumented use is. I also know locally here, talking to beaver
zappers, that every beaver that's caught, the carcass is
BBought back before it's skinned and that all the beaver
PZappers I know are more than willing to make beaver carcasses
d%ailable to anybody that wants to use them for human

2ébnsumption. In fact, the vast majority go to dog teams. And
27think it's pretty well documented that dog team use in most
28 9 -- 9(C) and 9(E), in particular, is virtually non-

2Qistent, there's a couple teams here locally. But I'm just --
F0question, I guess, you know, what the real intent and purpose
3% this proposal is.

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions for Sellers? Thank
$4u, Dick. Before you go though, when we addressed this issue
E&st year, and a gal from California came up with Five Million
Bémbers from Environmental Organization or whoever she was
®#ith, you know, brought up this same issue. And we did not
d8al with this issue on beavers versus salmon, that's not the
38sue we're dealing with here. The issue we're dealing with
B8re is if our local people -- say I decided to take one of my
§dtandchildren out and get a beaver this spring and eat 1it.
THat's what I'd like to do under this proposal, not because
4Bey built a dam, I don't believe they really effect the salmon
44 be honest with you. And I would not kill a beaver because
4hey're restricting the salmon stream; it's not my place to do
4bhat. But it might be my place to be able to go out and get a
bdaver and eat it. And I do like beaver. And if I can beat
4Be dog mushers out of a beaver, I'd just as soon get one,
4Bey're very good meat as you know. And there doesn't seem to
50
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be need to be much of effort on targeting beaver anymore, is
2here?

3

4 MR. SELLERS: Mr. Chairman, now there is a surplus of
beaver, that's not in doubt.

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

8

9 MR. SELLERS: I guess the question is, if the proposal

48ks for a bag limit of 50 to be able to be taken during April
#%#ith a gun, is that, you know, .....

12

13 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. That -- no, you got a good
péint.

15

16 MR. SELLERS: ..... is that going to cause a burnout in

tHe local areas that are accessible. And I guess in the long
t8rm if it's determined by the court that navigable waters fall
hAder Federal jurisdiction, then there will be opportunities
dftound villages in navigable waters to take beavers, you know.
21

22 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

23

24 MR. SELLERS: How many is needed per hunter or trapper.
25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Absolutely -- you're right, that
figure is quite extreme. I'm amazed to even see it there. I

d8n't know if they even took any last year in the Lake Iliamna
28untry when the Federal Board passed on this proposal to give
Bhem that, maybe they didn't take a one. And maybe like the
Bfown bear hunt, you know, up at Lake Clark. Any other
glestions for Dick, speeding right along. Any other department
B&8ad need to talk? Ted?

34
35 MR. KRIEG: Ted Krieg, Bristol Bay Native Association,
Nétural Resources Department. I think this proposal many

dddresses a customary and traditional need. That, you know,
BHe local residents feel that they would like to have a need --
B@nt -- I know I talked to Mr. Knudsen before he left and he
48id he'd be available to do a teleconference also, but due to
4he fact that the phone system didn't work to well, you know,
B2's not going to have a chance.

43

44 I guess I just have to take this chance, too, to say
4hat the Park Service regulation that restricts, you know,
#6éstricts hunting under a trapping license, I don't know, I
#Hink, you know, local people view that as kind of an eliteness
48ic) thing. And I think it's one of the things that -- by the
BRark Service, and I think it's one of those things that kind of
50
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drives people crazy about the Park Service anyway. So just a
general comment. Other than that, unless there's questions.

3

4 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions for Ted. Thank you.
What's the wishes of the Council on this issue? Yeah.

6

7 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman, I recommend that the bag
8imits stay at 40. And I'd like to make a motion, let's see,
Bhe beaver limits stay at 40.

10

11 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. How about 20 out of 40 in
April?

13

14 MR. SAMUELSEN: And we adopt the -- what we did in Unit

2%B) last year, that no more than 20 beaver from the annual
lémit of 40 can be taken during the extended season in April.
I7guess we'd move the season to April 30th.

18

19 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Thirtieth, yeah. Second?

20

21 MR. HEYANO: Second.

22

23 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Do you want to address your motion,
Rébin?

25

26 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. I think a 40 limit is adequate.
2We all know that if a person, like over on the Nushagak is
PB8apping their limit 20, they usually come back with 40, they
gét their wife a license, I don't think we need to up it to 50.
38taff has indicated the current population is stable to

Rhcreasing.
32
33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Council members any other
@4émment on the motion? Call for the question.
35
36 MR. HEYANO: Question.
37
38 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All those in favor say aye.
39
40 IN UNISON: Aye.
41
42 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Oppose.
43
44 (No opposing responses)
45
46 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Helga, do we have any other proposals
B&fore us?
48
49 MS. EAKON: No.
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1

2 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Okay. We have .....

3

4 MR. SAMUELSEN: It's late, you said we'd be done by
5:00.

6

7 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Now you have to walk out the door at
8:30, right?

9

10 MR. SAMUELSEN: I got to walk out at about 20 after.

That's when my plane's going to be there, I think.
12

13 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. So we have three issues we
hded to deal with. Peter -- excuse me .....

15

16 MS. EAKON: Mr. Chair, there are agenda items that I
tdn deal with that would dispatch -- just to take care off the
t&cord.

19

20 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Sure.

21

22 MS. EAKON: Okay. Please refer to your agenda. Let's

2380k at 7A, 0Old Business Reports. We have received only one
2éport and that is from the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge.
?he purpose of these reports is to keep you informed as to
d6tivities and proposed activities by the land managing
ddencies. And what I could do is type up Andy's report and

28st mail it to you. It's just advising you of what's going on
28 Togiak National Wildlife Refuge.

30

31 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Good.

32

33 MS. EAKON: 7(B) there's no burning issue here. We

3d4st wanted to extend you a courtesy and tell you what's going
38h with customary and traditional use eligibility process. We
3én also handle that via a paper report and mail it to you.
31C) annual report 1994. I am happy to report that you do
B&nally have a response to your 1993 annual report and, Pete,
®#8uld you please pass this folder around. You can each take
éfle, that is a response to your 1993 -- the annual report 1994
43st October, the Council adopted a motion that the '94 annual
#2port just highlight the recommendations so far. That was
d48ne, you do have a copy of it in your book. 7 (D) Regional
€4uncil Charter Renewal. I am also happy to report that
8&cretary Babbitt signed off on the charter, so we can legally
46t -- take action. 7 (E) was already taken care of by Ron
Bdod's report on the conflicts option. 7 (F) that is -- that's
48mething that we're going to hear today that was a report from
K8tmai, Susan Savage helped along by Ted of BBNA. 7 (G) review
50
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bf special actions. Pete Abraham had requested a flow chart,
You do have it in your books. Under New Business, 8 (A) Council
Bomination process. The process ends on February 28. There

dre two seats open, those currently held by Pete Abraham of
BPogiak and Dan O'Hara of Naknek. And that application period
énds on the 28th.

7

8 MR. SAMUELSEN: You're submitted again?

9

10 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. Um-hum. (Affirmative)

11

12 MS. EAKON: Okay.

13

14 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.

15

16 MS. EAKON: And 8(C) the staff committee is wrestling
¥ith problems on the definition of resident. You should read
tHat handout carefully and send me your comments. 8(D) we were
&8ing to ask Sandy Rabinowitch of Park Service to explain the
PArk Service proposal on Same Day Airborne. So that's yet to
dbd. 8(E) is solely discretionary. There's a copy of a
28solution from the Eastern Interior Regional Council. They're

Afhappy with factory trawler incidental take in the Bering Sea.
2BAnd finally, 8(F) (1) the NARC Petition. I think this is
28ally important when you go back. I wish you could read this
2éry carefully. The 60 day comment period opened recently and
2% going to end in early April. And the purpose of this
p8tition as I had mentioned earlier was that AFN and other
gPoups are proposing to the Secretary of Interior and
B@riculture that selected, but not conveyed lands are to be
Bteated as public lands for the purposes of the subsistence
BZiority in Title VIII. And that uses on non-public lands in
BRaska should be restricted to protect subsistence uses on
pédblic lands in Alaska.

35
36 I want to really flag this to your attention that when
$3u go home, please read this carefully. If you will send me

$8ur comments, I can consolidate them and submit them before
BRBe comment period ends in early April. And that's it.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. I think one issue that we
pZobably should take action on real quick like is i1f Peter
ABraham wants us to deal with an emergency caribou opening on
#Be Mulchatna herd in the drainage Togiak area, we should begin
46tting Richard to get to the Federal Board and give these
péople an opening, if possible. What do we need to do, Helga,
#2al quick like to handle that?

48

49 MS. EAKON: We need a request from what entity,

50
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Wwhatever entity it is in Togiak to the Federal Subsistence
Board saying that you would like a special action to open
Barvest of caribou in units da, da, da, da, and say why and
gdtraight away if you fax it.

5

6 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What action is needed from this
Group; 1is there any action needed from this group?

8

9 MS. EAKON: No. Because .....

10

11 MR. BRELSFORD: It's not required. But I think if the

Cauncil endorses this and have a recommendation on the record
f38r the benefit of the Federal Board would be helpful.

14

15 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Let me tell you, just briefly, what
I6m talking about. In the upper part of the drainage there in
T@giak, the Togiak River area, Peter, correct .....

18

19 MR. ABRAHAM: Um-hum. (Affirmative)

20

21 CHATRMAN O'HARA: ..... me if I'm wrong? The Mulchatna
BRérd is in that area, but it's closed.

23

24 MR. ABRAHAM: Yeah. Well, the thing of it is, see, see

Phis side over here, this part over here, see they had an
ghergency order opening over here.

27

28 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (Affirmative)

29

30 MR. ABRAHAM: And that's, I think, two -- yeah. As of

Blight now, see, the caribou are right in this area, just along
82de of this line here. But instead of using this over here,
3% we had -- bring this line using Togiak River as a line here,
B4t stay away from Cape Constantine over here as far as
Bbssible, because regardless of where the caribou's are,
Bbhey're going to be hunted. The thing I'm getting at is to
3&galize the hunt so in the eyes of the law the people can be

38ndiscernible). That's all I'm asking, just extend this line
38to -- over to Togiak -- Togiak River the other line.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Do you feel that that's too open-
éAided to make a motion on?

43

44 MR. SAMUELSEN: Mr. Chairman.

45

46 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

47

48 MR. SAMUELSEN: Given the number of the Nushagak

BP8ninsula caribou herd, there was a number of animals that were
50
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bbserved in the Twin Hills area just north of Togiak that were
2- that the biologists said were probably North Peninsula herd
3- part of the Peninsula caribou herd or they might have been

#he Kilbuck caribou herd that migrated down -- Nushagak
Beninsula herd.

6

7 MR. ABRAHAM: The caribou that hang out behind Twin
HBills, possibly from Cape Constantine there.

9

10 MR. SAMUELSEN: That's what I meant, yeah.

11

12 MR. ABRAHAM: See, they're migrating up behind south

$3de of Togiak Lake and that area over here has no snow.
There's no access by snow machine or whatever, so is this Cape
Cobnstantine over here. Because all the rivers over here are
bpened up. Maybe a little bit from Manokotak our hunting is
dV¥er here, that's just about it. That's why I'm asking, you
kflow, this question here.

19

20 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: What should we do -- or Taylor, and
2h about two minutes.

22

23 MR. BRELSFORD: Well, I think where it's been -- the

Bbdard has been asked to address this and I think given the
mhgration patterns and the exceptional circumstances, they've
Béen prepared to act with dispatch. So I think you could
2fldicate your intent to support an emergency opening for a
28mporary period to provide for harvest on the Mulchatna herd
28 17 (A) similar to what's occurring in Unit 18. That you may
®8nt to underscore that you don't expect the Nushagak Peninsula
Bérd to be affected by this temporary circumstance. And I
BBHink a special action can be prepared and put before the board
388 that basis.

gé CHATIRMAN O'HARA: What's the wishes of the Council?

gg MR. HEYANO: Mr. Chairman.

gg CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah.

jg MR. HEYANO: We've, at the Nushagak Advisory Committee

d2scussed this at length and actually, I guess I would be very
B8sitant to support an opening until I can see exactly .....
44

45 MR. SAMUELSEN: Need some numbers.
46
47 MR. HEYANO: ..... what that proposal is saying. We

B8ve concerns, as Pete said, about protection of the Nushagak
BP&ninsula herd. We also have current restrictions at 17(C) to
50
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éncourage westward migration of the Mulchatna caribou herd in
fhat particular area. We understand that there is animals
g@oming around actually from the Kuskokwim drainage, but I think
we need to be real careful here. Pete indicated to me
esterday that he observed what he thought to be Mulchatna
6aribou actually calving in that Togiak drainage area. So --
Yyou know, which is real encouraging, but -- and I think just to
et you know where we're coming from as an advisory committee
#hat we're going to ask the State Board and possibly from the
Féderal Subsistence Board is giving the -- those managers on
those respective lands basically EO authority when there is
l3rge numbers of Mulchatna caribou herd in there present, the
d8thority to open it and close it because we all know caribou
théve back and forth. And we feel that's the most appropriate
%8y to manage it, whether or not that those boards agree with
h6, it's kind of a different twist.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: We'd be kind of shooting from the hip
tBen if we did it here?

20

21 MR. HEYANO: Well, I don't know.

22

23 MR. ABRAHAM: Mr. Chairman. Thank you. What I can do

24 when I go back to Togiak, I can have traditional council
dbaft a letter to this emergency order and then go ahead and

8énd it -- fax it to Helga here and then Helga can pass it on.
27

28 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Yes, Robin.

29

30 MR. SAMUELSEN: Yeah. I think that BBNA could play a

Bdjor role here bringing all the parties together.
32

33 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: Okay.
34
35 MR. SAMUELSEN: The people that are affected on

N6shagak Peninsula caribou herd, the Wildlife Kilbuck herd and
3¥7so the managers of the Mulchatna caribou herd. And we could
®8rk in conjunction with the Federal Subsistence Board in
déveloping what the Togiak needs are.

40

41 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's right. We'll leave it like
4Bat. We have two more things that we need to address before
w8 get out of here. And I'd like to have Robin (sic) come up
44d Pierce; have you dealt with the hunting and trapping

pbeserve; you wanted to make testimony on the -- Sandy?
46
47 MR. RABINOWITCH: Not testimony but to provide you with

48formation that you wanted on same day airborne.
49
50
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1 CHATIRMAN O'HARA: There's been pieces given to that.
And then Pierce did you want to address the red fish issue in
Ratmai National Park?

4

5 MR. PIERCE: I can, sure.

6

7 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: I think it would be real good because

®e already, you know, legislation going in that's been
9ntroduced so that might be good. So any time any Council
thémbers need to go, go, but if you don't mind we certainly
wduld like a little bit of information if we could. And we
f2ally apologize for you coming all the way out here and then

3ving you two minutes. Susan mentioned a little bit -- if you
%éuld give us your name, please, for the record.

15

16 MR. RABINOWITCH: Sandy Rabinowitch with the National

Pdrk Service. No offense taken, I've, quite frankly been
@fjoying listening very much. And I mean that very seriously.
19 will be very brief because we could probably spend an hour
2 this subject, an hour worth of follow-up questions or two
Rdurs, I imagine.

22

23 In your binder, Helga, has one of the handouts that I
B#ought. She can tell you the location better than I can. And
2hat handout is a copy of a Federal register notice so it looks
26ke this, a lot of small print, make your eyes hurt from
R@vember 15th. And the second handout I'll give to you when
28m done, it's just a little something we typed up. The
F8deral register notice the Park Service published on November
38th dealt with two items. One was a proposed final rule for
83dme day -- limitation same day airborne hunting to limit that
3% 15 species and I won't rattle all those species out. That
PBoposed rule, current status is we've held hearings on it.
Bé've taken testimony and comments and actually this tracks all
Bhe way back to 1989. This issue was opened up by the Park
S3érvice in 1989. 1It's remained open, never was closed out all
BHe way to today. And where it's at today is that the Park
38rvice has written all that up and submitted it to the
BSsistant's Secretary's office. And we are awaiting that
é6fifice in Washington to take action, to either publish this
gdme day airborne prohibition or not, we don't know what
4Hey're going to do. The other part of the rule dealt with the
g8bject of clarifying an existing regulation. This is what
84san was talking about a little bit earlier, clarifying and
é5isting regulation that has been on the books since 1981 about
when you can use or not use a firearm when you are trapping,
6flly on Park Service lands, let me stress that. So -- and our
p8oposal on that to the Assistant Secretary's office is that
4Bere is concern in different parts of the State, Anaktuvak
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Pass, Kotzebue and I know from talking with the Chairman that
Zhere's some concern here. We've already made the
Becommendation to extend the comment period and keep that an
épen subject. Again, we don't know if Washington will go with
that recommendation but that is what our recommendation has

been.

7

8 I think I'll stop right there.

9

10 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Any questions that you might have.
11

12 MR. HEYANO: Mr. Chair.

13

14 CHATRMAN O'HARA: Yes.

15

16 MR. HEYANO: So if I under- -- the same day airborne,

%&'re just waiting for the Secretary of the Interior's
$8gnature on it; is that where it's at?

19

20 MR. RABINOWITCH: That's a correct way to characterize
2t, yes. It would limit same day airborne of .....

22

23 MR. HEYANO: Was that ever brought to this committee;
dé you know?

25

26 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Not to my knowledge, it wasn't.
Bécause I sure didn't .....

28

29 MS. EAKON: I think I mailed you a copy of the Federal
B8gister notice.

31

32 MR. RABINOWITCH: It's in the binder there.

33

34 MS. EAKON: Yes. But that was between meetings, so you
Baven't had an opportunity to .....

36

37 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: And I do want to add the deer,

38ribou, arctic fox, red fox, and coyote (indiscernible) .....
39

40 MR. RABINOWITCH: Those are all on .....

41

42 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: ...... 15.

43

44 MR. RABINOWITCH: Those are all on the list as are a
#6w others. 1I've got that here if -- you know, that list here

dfhder my elbow. Most of those species are closed to same day
dirborne taking under a variety of State and Federal
#8gulations. It's a very complicated puzzle to walk through
4Ad put together. Actually we've been working to try to come
50
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fp with an easy picture, but it's not an easy picture.

2

3 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: You might want to do some public
Aearings, especially in Nondalton, Levelock and (indiscernible)
bn that and -- so we could be in contact with you if we could
énd see if we could work something out. So thank you for your
%ime, we appreciate it. And we apologize for not really making
8his, you know, something we could digest a little bit more.

9

10 Mr. Pierce, again I apologize for not giving you very
thich time. But I think this red fish issue in the Katmai
National Park, it would be good to hear a couple of comments
add then tell you where we're at right now, not from this
témmittee, but what other organizations are doing.

15

16 MR. PIERCE: You bet.

17

18 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Um-hum. (Affirmative)

19

20 MR. PIERCE: Bill Pierce, Katmai National Park. On the

8hort term, Susan and I, after our meetings in the spring with
82me of the locals, she followed up with the State and the
28cals and the short term solution is still working. And we
2éntinue to do that where we will work with them and the State
dh red fish harvesting at the specific site. Long term, we
BRéve been working with the Assistant Secretary's office in
23ming up with a change in the policy to allow the taking of
28d fish. It appears that that will work and that's the
d9rection we're continuing to work on. We also know that some
®0rk's been done from the legislative side of the house and
@értainly we would participate with you on anything there.

32

33 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Yeah. I just wanted to mention to
BAis committee that Don Young has resubmitted that bill and I
Bhink they're in recess right now. It may go up for public

Béaring and most likely it will. And maybe between what you're
P¥oposing and what he has proposed, it's the same bill as last
y8ar where subsistence is not in that bill because it was going
88 create some problems, maybe we could work out something
where neither resource is hurt and the Park Department is
gbmewhat satisfied with what we're doing. So we appreciate
4Bat. It's still progressing on. And that's it?

43

44 MR. PIERCE: Right. And we just need to make sure we
ébmmunicate.

46

477 CHAIRMAN O'HARA: That's good. Yeah, we appreciate
#Bat. All right. Hey, we have one minute left.

49
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MS. EAKON: Place of next meeting and you're done.
CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Dillingham, I would imagine.

MR. SAMUELSEN: Leave it up to the chair.

MR. HEYANO: Leave it up to the call of the chair.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. We'll do that. And what time

#wOuld that be?

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
277
28
aat.
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

MR. SAMUELSEN: Leave it up to the chair.

MS. EAKON: Our window is October 1 to November 4.
CHAIRMAN O'HARA: All right. Okay, good.

MS. EAKON: All right.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Let's make a motion to adjourn.
MR. SAMUELSEN: So moved.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Second and we're done.

MR. LaPORTE: Second.

CHAIRMAN O'HARA: Okay. Thank you, Robin for helping

(END OF PROCEEDINGS)

* * % * % *
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